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Journal of Isaac McCoy for the Exploring 
Expedition of 1830 
Leta BaRNES 
I. IntTRopucTION 

R several months previous to his tour of 1828 into what is now 

Kansas, Isaac McCoy had been preparing to leave the Baptist 
missionary station at Carey, Michigan,’ which he had founded in 
1822, and remove to a western field. McCoy had worked indefati- 
gably for the betterment of conditions for the Indian, and his in- 
sistence upon the removal of the tribes from the influences of the 
whites had been a factor in the development of the Indian removal 
policy of the government. By 1828 this national policy was taking 
form and McCoy looked to the West as a field for greater service. 
He had not, however, been able to interest the Baptist mission 
board in establishing stations in the western territory, the attention 
of that body being given chiefly to missions in foreign lands. “We 
did not believe,” wrote McCoy, “that they [the board] would grant 
us permission at that time, to go west, and we therefore did not ask 
it; for it would have been more painful to go contrary to direct 
orders, than to go without orders.”* He resolved that no work 
should be undertaken at the cost of the board, but that he would 
follow the course that lay clear before him—the dedication of his 
remaining years to the assistance of the tribes in the western terri- 
tory. 

August, 1829, found the McCoy family established at Fayette, 
Mo. From that point McCoy made a short tour into the country 
beyond the Missouri in the early autumn for the purpose of secur- 
ing additional information about the lands. He spent the months 
from November, 1829, until June, 1830, in Washington, Boston, 
and other Eastern cities, working for the bill which would legalize 
the removal of the Indians to the country west of the Mississippi. 
The bill was approved May 28, 1830. 

The apportionment of territory to the tribes was the next step in 
the removal program and McCoy was commissioned to survey lands 
which had been assigned by treaty to the Delawares. His appoint- 
ment and instructions were received in a letter from Thomas L. 
McKenney, superintendent of Indian affairs: 


1. For a brief hi of the founding of Carey mission, see The Kansas Historical 


erly, May, 1936. cCoy’s journal entries covering his tour of 1828 may be found in 
ho Quarterly for August, 1986. ad 


2. McCoy, Isaac, History of Baptist Indian Missions (Washington, 1840), p. 871. 
(339) 
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War Department 

Office Indian Affairs, June 3, 1830. 
Dear Sir: The conditional ratification of a supplementary treaty with the 
Delaware Indians, by the United States’ Senate, requires that certain surveys 
shall be made. The conditions are stated in the accompanying copy of a reso- 
lution of the Senate, and the lines to be run are defined in the first paragraph 
of the treaty aforesaid,’ and illustrated by a sketch which accompanies this— 
No.1. 

The Secretary of War, by the authority of the President of the United 
States, refers the execution of this trust to you. No detailed instructions are 
necessary, since these are ample in the treaty and the resolution of the Senate 
which accompanies it. You will be governed by these; and in every particular. 
To aid you with a better view of the country, contiguous to that which is to be 
surveyed and marked by you, I enclose a copy (No. 2) of Mr. Langham’s 
survey of the Kansas reservation.4 ‘ 

I am directed by the Secretary of War to say, that your compensation will 
be at the rate of five dollars a day, for the time that you may be actually 
engaged in the execution of this trust; that you will be aided by an assistant 
surveyor, to be chosen by yourself, whose compensation will be at the rate of 
three dollars a day, whilst actually engaged; and by a corporal’s guard, which 
will be detailed to report to you from Cantonment Leavenworth. This guard 
will perform the duties of axemen, &c., and marking of the lines, and in aiding 
in the transportation of your supplies, &c., from place to place. 

You will obtain of the Delawares a designation of their agent, for which 
the resolution of the Senate provides, whose support will be allowed him, or 
a daily compensation equivalent to it. 

You will be careful, in all things, to conform to the provisions of the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, in obtaining the certificate of the agent who may be ap- 
pointed by the Delawares, and in transmitting the map of the surveys, &c., 
to the President of the United States, for his approval and signature, &c. You 
will be particular in making up your accounts, and these will embrace your 
own pay, at the rate mentioned, and your assistant, and the number of days 
the guard may be with you; as to each man, an extra allowance over the pay 
in the army will be made, at the rate of fifteen cents a day. The voucher will 
be your own certificate that the whole is correct as stated. 

You will engage in fulfilling this trust with as little delay as possible. 

I have, &c., &c., 
Thomas L. McKenney.5 

8. Paragraph 1, supplementary article ratified March, 1831, to the Delaware treaty con- 
cluded at St. Mary’s, in the State of Ohio, on the 8d of October, 1818: ‘Whereas the fore- 
going treaty stipulates that the United States shall provide for the Delaware nation, a country 
to reside in, west of the Mississippi, as the permanent residence of their nation; and whereas 
the said Delaware nation, are now willing to remove, on the following conditions, from the 
country on James’s fork of White river in the State of Missouri, to the country selected in 
the fork of the Kansas and Missouri river, as recommended by the government, for the 
permanent residence of the whole Delaware nation; it is hereby agreed upon by the parties, 
that the country in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri rivers, extending up the Kansas 
river, to the Kansas line, and up the Missouri river to Camp Leavenworth, and thence by a 
line drawn westwardly, leaving a space ten miles wide, north of the Kansas boundary line, 
for an outlet; shall be conveyed and forever secured by the United States, to the said 
Delaware nation, as their permanent residence: And the United States hereby pledges the 


faith of the government to guarantee to the said Delaware nation forever, the quiet and 
bl ion and undisturbed enjoyment of the same, against the claims and assaults 


peaceable 
of all and every other people whatever.”—Treaties Between the United States of America and 
the Several Indian Tribes, 1778-1837 (Washington, 1837), p. 444. 


4. See footnote No. 28. 
5. “Indian Removal,” 23d Cong., 1st sess., S. Doc. 512, v. 2, p. 5. 
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That part of McCoy’s journal here published covers his tour to 
establish the Delaware boundaries. The first survey was that of 
the western line beginning three and one-half miles west of the 
center of present Topeka where the eastern boundary line of the 
reservation of the Kansas Indians crossed the Kansas river; thence 
north to the northeast corner of the northwest quarter of Section 3, 
Township 6, Range 15 in present Jackson county. A random line 
was then run southeast to the Missouri river at Cantonment Leaven- 
worth and the military reservation boundaries established. The 
party returned to the northwest corner of the Delaware reservation 
and proceeded to establish the boundaries of the outlet, a strip ten 
miles wide extending 150 miles westward from the western boundary 
line. 

Isaac McCoy’s journal and other manuscripts cited are in the 
possession of the Kansas State Historical Society. 


II. ENTRIES FROM THE JOURNAL 


Memorandum—lI actually commenced making preparations for sur- 
veying expedition July 19— Dr. McCoy* started to Fort Leaven- 
worth,’ and Delaware agency July 26— He returned August, 7th. 


On his return I ascertained that the decision of the commanding of- 
ficer at the Fort was such that I must purchase and equip at least 
five more horses. 


1830, I started on my surveying expedition 
Monday, at % past 11, o’clock attended by my son Rice as asst. Sur- 
Aug. 16. : 
veyor, son Calvin as baggage master— 

Two white-men as chain-carriers, and black man as cook, &c. and 
a man to help us with the pack horses as far as Can. Leavenworth. 
We have 14 horses, We are packed with flour, bacon, and all our 
out-fit. 

My wife and child accompanied me six miles, where I took my 
leave of them. 

We rode 13 miles, was able to get corn for our horses but no 


6. Rice McCoy, eldest son of Isaac McCoy. In his History of Baptist Indian Missions 
(Washington, 1840), Isaac McCoy wrote, regarding his son’s participation in the tour: “From 
the time of our reaching Fayette, my eldest son had been employed in the practice of medicine, 
and his prospects were flattering, but he cheerfully consented to gratify my desire to see him 
labouring in some manner in the Indian country, and took an appointment as assistant sur- 

-. 4. 


7. In March of 1827 Col. Henry Leavenworth was ordered by the War Department to 
select a site for a cantonment on the left bank of the Missouri river, near the mouth of the 
Little Platte river. Colonel Leavenworth, however, upon examination of the site suggested, 
did not find it favorable and chose instead a location on the right bank of the Missouri river. 
This choice was approved and the post was officially designated Cantonment Leavenworth by 
Department Order No. 56, of 1827. The primary purpose in stationing troops at this point 
was for protection of the rapidly increasing trade over the Santa Fé trail. Fort Leavenworth 
(official designation under rtment Order No. 11, 1832) figures prominently in the history 
of the West and the military history of the United States. 





342 THe Kansas HistoricaL QUARTERLY 


accomodations for ourselves, therefore slept without a house, and 
cooked our own suppers. 


Tuesday Crossed Missouri river near Chariton Village’— rested 
Aug.17 at Smiths, and put up for the night at Mrs. McCafferty’s 
—where I make these Notes. 


Wednesday § Breakfasted & fed at Davis’s and stopped for the night 
Aug. 18 at Estes’s 


=a Nooned at Jennings, & nighted at C. Ewing[’s]. 
ug. 19 


Friday—20 Nooned at Rennick’s, & nighted at Russel’s 


Saturday 21 Nooned at Flournoys, Independence. Here I saw M. G. 
Clark the Sub. agent for the Kanzas, took a letter from him to aid 
me in assuring the Kanzas that I am not about to disturb them in 
their lands, nor to intercept any promise which the U. S. had made 
to them; &c. I purchased a few additional articles of out-fit here, 
as I had done at Lexington. Received a letter from Genl. Clark,* 
of St. Louis, and a Flag which I had requested him to send me for 
my use on the expedition. 

In the evening reached the Shawanoe & Delaware agency, at the 
house of Maj. J. Campbell the Sub. Agt. by whom we were kindly 
received.!° Our tents were pitched for the company, while I ac- 
cepted an invitation to take quarters with Maj. Campbell. 

Cohern, the Shawanoe express sent to the Delawares to bring on 
their Commissioner to see their lands marked off, has not yet re- 
turned— Is expected soon.” 


Sunday Our Sister Wiskehelaehqua, alias Mrs. Shane, I am happy 
Aug. 22 to hear conducts like a christian. She expresses a great 
desire that a mission should be established here among the Shaw- 
anoes, at which she could attend and enjoy religious privileges. 
She expresses great solicitude for the welfare, especially the Spiritual 
welfare of her people. 


Monday Major John Campbell, the Sub., but now, acting agent 
Aug.23 for the Shawanoes & Delawares, &c., has requested me, 
since my arrival, to endeavour to establish a School among the 


8. Near present Howard county, Missouri. The following notice appeared in 
Niles’ ter, v. 17 a 1819- Leno} p. 30: “Chariton, a new town somewhere in Missouri, con- 
taining about eighty houses, and several brick buildings are now erecting. A year ago there 
ware cally ‘five or six unchinked cabins’ on the town plot.” 

-% oe Gent ee 


mented on So & % of Ge 2S of Buticn 20, and the W. % 


The agency was 
of the 8 W. if of Sock 11, T p 12, Range 25, in present Johnson county, Kansas. 


11. ie Me Dotnet of disbursements for the tour, McCoy gave the name of the express 
as J. Cohon.—“Indian Removals,” 23d Cong., 1st sess., 8S. Doc. 512, v. 5, p. 229. 
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Shawanoes. Shane the Interpreter, who is a half-Indian, united in 
the request. The Methodists have been talking of forming an es- 
tablishment among them, but their project seems not likely to suc- 
ceed. They have done nothing yet. 

Today more than twenty Shawanoes assembled in obedience to a 
call of Major Campbell, to whom I made a pretty lengthy address 
on the subject of a mission being established among them. My re- 
marks were seconded by remarks from Maj. Campbell, and some 
from Shane. The celebrated Shawanoe prophet, who was so often 
heard of in the last war, and was brother to Tecumseh, replied 
briefly to me, approbating my doctrine.’” 

An answer in form from the tribe is deferred, until I return from 
my tour in the wilderness. After the council was dissolved, I had 
an interview with Fish, alone, He is the Chief of a band of them, 
He assured me that he and his party were in favour of having a mis- 
sion established among them. They had been desiring it for some 
time. They would not have come to this place had they not hoped 
that this would be done for them. He said he had often expressed 
his opinion to Shane, He was of the same opinion still. He thought 
that if a School, &c. was once begun those who are now indifferent 
to the subject would be induced to follow the example of others who 
are now ready to adopt those measures, and when they would see 
others sending their children to school, &c. they would be induced to 
do the same, &c. &c. 

I assured him that at his request a mission should be given them, 
and that I would enter immediately upon the work of bringing it 
about. Another man of influence said to me alone that he greatly 
desired a school that he might send his children, and that his brother 
might be allowed to send his. Another man, one of Fish’s party was 
pointed out to me, who said that if a school could not be established 
here he would have to send his daughters into the settlements of the 
whites, which would occasion an expense which he could not well 
bear. 

Cohern the express sent to the Delawares returned today, and with 
him the agent of their choice. He is an old man named Johnny 
Quick is second Chief in the tribe. The interpreter Co[nn]or is 
bearing the message of the Delaware council— he has not yet ar- 
rived. 

Sadie tasems ot the battic of Hlopeanen Me veneres from Cape Clrarde, county, Mimour 
to the Shawnee reservation in present Kansas in 1828 and located a town known as Prophet 


Town in what is now Shawnee township, Wyandotte county. For an account of his death, 
November, 1837, see Kansas Historical ollections, v. 9, p. 164, footnote 
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Tuesday I made a formal application thro. Mr. Campbell, for per- 
Aug. 24 = mission from government to establish a mission here. I 
also communicated this and the circumstance of the case generally 
to the Board thro. Mr. Cone.'* These letters are on file, and may be 
considered as belonging to the mission Journals. 

In the afternoon of this day, J. Connor the Delaware interpreter 
arrived with the written communications of the Chiefs. The sub- 
stance of which was that they had been in council on the subject of 
our surveying. Had chosen and sent as their agt. to see the land 
marked off—John Quick an aged and respectable Chief— They 
wished to remove on their lands in the course of two months. While 
we would be surveying their land, they requested that Maj. Camp- 
bell their Agent should be purchasing horses, and wagons, &c. to 
transport them to their new country before cold weather. 

They required that the nature of the whole subject be again ex- 
plained to their Commissioner, and in event of his being satisfied, 
he was to proceed— This was done to his satisfaction, and he 
cheerfully agreed to proceed. But stated that neither the nation 
nor he wished for him to go farther than to see the bounds of their 
tract generally marked that they cared not to see their out-let 
marked. They would be content without it. It would save the 
agent, who is old, from much fatigue, and would allow him to re- 
turn in time to aid in removal to their new country. 


Wednesday It was not until the evening of this day that Maj. 
Aug. 25. Campbell could procure a horse for John Quick to ride. 


Thursday We have been detained here until this time waiting for 
Aug. 26 the Delaware Commissioner to prepare. This done we 
proceeded. As we passed the Shawanoe village we found 35 Kanzas 
there, assembled to have a talk with the Shawanoes. They said that 
the Shawanoes had been living two years in the country, that a 
general talk between them had been expected, and they had now 
called for that purpose. The Shawanoes invited me to attend their 
council, as one, as they said, who took a deep interest in Indian 
affairs, with which I had made myself acquainted, &c. This was a 
high compliment, of which I cheerfully accepted. I proceeded to 
the river five miles, directed the company how to encamp, and re- 
turned with my son Rice. By this time it was late in the day & 
their interpreter having not yet arrived, we returned to camp with 
the understanding that we should meet them on the following day. 
It was dusk when we reached camp and I was really fatigued & 


18. S. H. Cone, Baptist minister of New York, loyal friend and supporter of Isaac McCoy. 
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hungry. Maj. Campbell, & Mr. Shane and his son are with us ac- 
companying us to the Garrison. 

We expected to have to raise a boat that was sunk in the Kanza 
river here, to enable us to cross, and to this end the Shawanoes to 
a considerable number, had been invited to help. On arriving here 
the Indians pronounced the boat unfit for use. 

I had bought of an Indian a small beef for their use when helping 
us, and for our company. We now gave half of it to the Kanzas.— 
Soon after I had passed them with our packs today, old Plume,'* 
sent two persons in great haste after us. We saw them coming run- 
ning, and halted to hear what news—when we were informed that 
Plume had sent to get some of our Bacon. Having no disposition to 
unpack there, and as little disposition to give away our bacon, we 
went on. 


Friday I left Rice to take on the company, and took Calvin and 
Aug.27_- Mr. Shane, and returned to the Shawanoe village. It was 
indispensable for me to see the Kanzas to explain to them the nature 
of our expedition before we commenced surveying. It is favourable 
that I can see them here and will save us several days hereafter. 


I addressed 35 Kanzas, seated on one side of the Council-house 
and some Shawanoes on the other. A fire in the centre, near which 
I placed a few twists of tobacco for them all to smoke. I spread out 
the map before the Kanzas and explained to them what we were 
about to do, the wishes of the government in relation to settling the 
Indians in this country, and enjoined on them to be at peace among 
themselves. 

The Kanzas said they had not yet ceded away that country. Why 
should the U. 8. give it to the Delawares without first consulting 
them. 

I told them that they had ceded it five years ago—that I was not 
at the treaty, but so said the paper, to which they had signed their 
names.'5 They knowing this to be true said no more, especially as 


14. White Plume, Kansas Chief. See Kansas Historical Collections, v. 9, pp. 194-196. 

15. Article 1 of the treaty made and concluded at St. Louis, Mo., June 8, 1825, between 
William Clark, superintendent of Indian Affairs, commissioner on the part of the United 
States, and representatives of the Kansas was as follows: “The Kanzas do hereby cede to 
the United States all the lands lying within the State of Missouri, to which the said nation 
have title or claim; and do further cede and relinquish, to the said United States, all other 
lands which they now occupy, or to which they have title or claim, lying west of the said 
State of Missouri, and within the following boundaries: Beginning at the entrance of the 
Kanzas river into the Missouri river; from thence north to the northwest corner of the State 
of Missouri; from thence westwardly to the Nodewa river, thirty miles from its entrance 
into the Missouri; from thence to the entrance of the Big Nemahaw river into the Missouri. 
and with that river to its source; from thence to the source of the Kanzas river, leaving 
the old village of the Pania Republic to the west; from thence, on the ridge dividing the 
waters of the Kanzas river from those of the Arkansas, to the western boundary of the State 
line of Missouri, and with that line, thirty miles, to the place of beginning.’’ Article 2 pro- 
vided for a reservation 30 miles in width on the Kansas river.—Treaties Between the United 
States of America and the Several Indian Tribes, 1778-1837 (Washington, 1837), p. 334. 
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I had told old Plume that he understood it all, for he had last year 
showed me where their line crossed the Kanza river. 

Having gone thro. with my talk with the Kanzas, I was anxious 
to follow after our company. But the Kanzas asking me to stay and 
hear what should pass between them and the Shawanoes, I con- 
sented to stay. 

The speeches of each are on separate sheets from this and may be 
considered as a part of this Journal.'® 

The packhorses had with difficulty, and some miring in the river, 
and some wetting of packs, got over. The river is sandy and miry 
with quick-sands. It is muddy so that the bottom cannot be per- 
ceived. Neither of us knew the ford— Shane got thro by wading 
very deep. Calvin and I took a little to one side of his place, found 
it more shallow. Calvin went before to try the bottom, &c. His 
horse mired about the middle of the river, so that he had to dis- 
mount, and carry out his saddle bags. His horse relieved of so much 
of his burthen arose and was led out. 

I seeing this, dismounted in the river, tied up my bridle and let 
my horse follow, With much difficulty he got across. I having my 
saddle-bags, which were very heavy, and my gun to carry waded 
slowly after him. Calvin having got his horse and mine safely 
ashore returned and met me in the river and relieved me of my load. 

We stopped at a solitary wigwam at which lived an Old Delaware 
alone, without any other human being near him on either side of 
the river. It was now in the afternoon and we began to get pretty 
hungry. I had found a few ears of green corn in a deserted Indian 
field. While we dried our clothes wetted in crossing the river, we 
roasted the corn. We over-took our company in camp at dark. I 
was very much fatigued. 


Saturday Quick’s horse could not be found. We proceeded a few 
Aug.28 miles and encamped. Son Rice, Shane & I went to 
Cantonment Leavenworth, three miles from our camp. We saw the 
Commanding officer, Maj. Davenport,'* and Maj. Dougherty Agent 
for the Pawnees,* on our business—the history of this interview will 
be given a few days hence. We came back to our camp, and my two 
sons again went to the garrison with our papers for the inspection 
of those officers. 
16. Missing from journal. 


17. Maj. William Davenport, Sixth infantry. 


18. Maj. John Dougherty received his appointment as Indian agent in January, 1827, and 
his work at Cantonment Leavenworth in September of that year. 





BarRNES: ExPLORING ExPEDITION OF 1830 347 


Sunday We remain in camp. Receive communications from home. 
Aug-29 = Also a letter from Rev. S. H. Cone, in which among other 
things he very kindly states that as it is probable that we are in 
want of funds for the support of my family, I was at liberty to draw 
on him for one-two-or three hundred Dollars. He does not say how, 
or when he would expect to be remunerated. This is an act of kind- 
ness [and] generosity worth recording, in our Journal, and on our 
hearts, and one that will be rewarded by Heaven. I am thankful 
to the Lord for such a friend—and thankful that I am not under 
the necessity of accepting the offer. True, we had not funds to fit 
out Mr. Lykins,’® and to bear his expenses, nor to leave for the use 
of my family, but the Lord has given us friends, who have, and will 
let us have what we need on credit in Fayette, until I realize the 
earnings of my present labours. 
Major Dougherty spent most of the day at our camp. 


Monday Son Rice & myself again visited the garrison, In order to 
Aug.30 make arrangements for proceeding. We hope to get off 
on Wednesday next, which will be as soon as we can arrange our 
business with the commanding officer at the garrison. 

When I undertook this work, the Secretary of War was advised 
that there would probably be some difficulty with the neighbouring 
Indians, and ordered a Corporal’s guard, (10 men) and at my 
request he then left the matter to the discretion of the commanding 
officer at Cantonment Leavenworth. I had sent my son to the 
garrison to arrange with the commander, who then was Maj. Riley,” 
all appeared fair. 

A Maj. Davenport had succeeded to the command a day or two 
before our arrival, and he perceived difficulties in everything. 

He first appeard unwilling to furnish any men to help me, said 
that my surveying company might be completed by my hiring men. 
That he could not send an escort, because if one were necessary, it 
would require more men than he had to spare—at least two com- 
panies. I stated to him the nature of the case, that a guard had 
from the first been deemed indispensable, and therefore the Sec- 
retary of War had ordered it. I returned to my camp, & wrote 
him an official notice that I was now engaged in the work and de- 


19. Johnston Lykins (1800-1876), son-in-law of Isaac McCoy, had been associated with 
him in missionary work in Indiana and Michigan and at this time was planning to continue 
his labors in the West. He founded the Shawnee Baptist mission in present Johnson county, 
Kansas, in 1831. The es ro, to was from Fayette, Mo., to Carey, Michigan, where he 
arranged for the app f the Baptist mission property at that place, preparatory to the 
closing of the mission. 

20. Maj. Bennet Riley (1787-1858) for whom Fort TS Eanee, was named. For a 
sketch of his life see Kansas Historical Collections, v. 12, p. 1, footno 
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sired him to furnish the men needed to complete my surveying 
company, and also the necessary escort. When he discovered that 
I was disposed to proceed in a way that would tell, he appeared 
more obliging. He said he expected some orders on the subject 
from Genl. Atkinson,”! near St. Louis, on Sunday. I also sent him 
on Saturday evening, my Commission & instructions, and the rati- 
fication of the treaty by the Senate &c. for his inspection. 

[Marginal note.] This took place on Saturday, Aug. 28. 

On Sunday, he forwarded me a letter stating that the number of 
men that I asked for, to aid me for the first three weeks, which was 
only six, should be in readiness to start at any time, but that he 
could not furnish an escort, because, if the disposition of the Indians 
rendered a guard necessary at all, it would require more men than 
he could spare. 

It seems that he had received an order from Genl. Atkinson stat- 
ing that as there was no appearance of hostility on the frontiers, no 
escort was necessary. And if needed at all, not more than 20 men 
could be spared &c. (this was stated to me by Maj. Dougherty). 

All this was mere trifling. Atkinson, and every one else in this 
country knew that not a year for several years had passed, in which 
those Pawnees did not kill, and rob, and otherwise abuse, more or 
fewer of the citizins of the U. States who happened to fall into their 
hands. 

The Secretary of War, aware to some extent of the difficulties to 
be apprehended from the Indians within the vicinity of our survey- 
ing, had issued an order to Genl. Clark, Superintendent of Indian 
affrs. at St. Louis that he should require the Indian Agents for those 
tribes with whom I should likely come in contact, to notify the 
Indians of their several charges that I acted under the authority & 
protection of the U. States, and to require them to treat me with 
friendship &c. accordingly.2* Genl. Clark had not given this notice 
to the agents. He had written to me that he had notified the Sub- 
agt. of the Kanzas, but he, the Sub-agent, M. G. Clark, told us the 
other day at Independence that he had not been notified. Neither 
had Maj. Campbell, S. Agt. for the Shawanoes. Both those men 
acted promptly upon my statements to them. 

21. Gen. Henry Atkinson, commanding the western army. 

22. “War Department, Office Indian Affairs, June 5, 1830. Sir: The Rev. Isaac McCoy 
is charged by the executive with the duty of running and marking the lines called for by 
the treaty with the Delawares. You will instruct the agents who have charge of the Indians, 

the country over which Mr. McCoy will have occasion to travel, to inform them of 
eCoy’s object; that he is under the protection of the United States, and to require their 
kind and Susy conduct towards him and his party. I have, ke. &e., Tos. L. McKENNEY. 


To General Wm. Clark, Superintendent Indian Affairs, &c.’’—‘‘Indian Removals,” 23d Cong., 
1st sess., S. Doc. on v. 2, p. 8. 
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I brought on the order to Clark from the Sec. War, and knowing 
that there were many crooked sticks about St. Louis, I had the pre- 
caution to take a copy. This I have used to effect with the agents 
above named. But Dougherty was absent at the time my son was 
at the Garrison. He was then in St. Louis, was many days in Clark’s 
company, both at St. Louis, then at Prarie-Du Chien, at a treaty, 
then again at St. Louis. He asked Clark about it, but Clark gave 
him no information, and intimated that he did not believe that the 
treaty had been ratified. After Dougherty’s return to the garrison, 
and his hearing that we were certainly going to work, and knowing 
that the Pawnees were the only Indians from whom we need fear 
any hostility, wrote to Clark, from whom he has not yet heard. 
Clark’s neglect of duty, and Atkinson’s foolish & wicked orders, 
and Davenport’s childishness are partly unaccountable. 

Dougherty could omit doing any thing for us, because he had re- 
ceived no orders, but he kindly consented to act. To justify him 
in doing so, I made a written request for him to notify and en- 
deavour to conciliate the Pawnees. I also inquired if there were any 
circumstances which had recently occurred which evinced that they 
were now under the influence of better feelings than formerly, and 
what those circumstances were if they did exist. I forwarded him a 
copy of the Sec. War’s order to Clark, and also other documents to 
show to him the full character of the expedition. 

He agreed to send immidiately to the Pawnee towns, and bring in 
some of them to council on the subject. But he had not horses to 
send, and I was obliged to let him have two of our horses. These 
I sent up to him today—and his express will start today or to- 
morrow 


Tuesday [ again went, in company of Rice, and conversed with 
Aug.31_ = Major Davenport, respecting an escort when we shall 
commence running our long line. But he appeared to be no more 
accommodating than before, and wished, as he had stated in his let- 
ter, to let the matter rest until we could hear from the Pawnees. 

Maj. Dougherty politely replied to my communication and offers 
to afford all the aid in his power. In reply to my enquiries, “If any 
recent circumstances evinced that the Pawnees are now under the 
influence of better feelings than formerly,” &c. He stated that he 
knew of no such favourable circumstances. 

Davenport advised me to write to Genl. Atkinson, and state the 
number of men that I should probably need, &c. This I declined 
to do. 
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The neglect of Davenport I attribute to his naturally, disobliging 
disposition, as he wished to be understood as treating me with polite- 
ness. The unreasonable, and foolish opinion expressed by Atkinson, 
I attribute to the influence of Clark. The neglect of duty on the 
part of Clark, I attribute in part to his dislike of Dougherty, but 
chiefly because he dislikes Vashon,?* and was not pleased that 
Vashon had made a treaty with the Delawares, and more especially 
because that treaty does not stipulate for the payment of certain 
claims of traders against the Delawares.** 

This is the last treaty to be made with the Delawares respecting 
land, and those who had hovered about them like crows about a 
carcase, knew that this was their last draw. After the treaty with 
Vashon, the Delawares were prevailed on to ask that certain claims 
to the amount of some thousands of Dollars, should be paid by the 
U. States. Vashon told them that the U. States had paid their debts 
at the treaty of St. Marys in 1818 and that ought to suffice. The 
Indians gave him to understand that they were quite satisfied to let 
matters rest so, and that they had made the request at the instance 
of others. 

The nature of those claims are generally as follows. Traders 
credit the Indians, charging three or four prices for their goods, ex- 
pecting that all will not be collected, and charging so high as to 
make themselves safe if but a small amount should be collected. 
They always enter the trade upon their own risk, and have no more 
right to insurance from the U. States than any other merchants and 
traders. When a treaty occurs, they come in with these claims. A 
trifling present or profession of friendship, &c. will induce an Indian 
to say the claim is just, and must be paid, if he sells his land. If the 
amount of claims of the claimer, is not equal to what he hopes the 
U. States will agree to pay, he creates claims by the same means 
that he has proven his old ones. 

Vashon informed me of Clark’s displeasure that the treaty had 
been made, and of the circumstance of those claims. 

Such is the character of the people with whom I have to do this 
business, and such the state of things in relation to the Indians. 

The express—two men, will start this day for the Pawnees. Some 
Kanzas are at the garrison, by these Dougherty sends for the Kanza 
chiefs to assemble. He is going with us that far, and will talk to 

28. George Vashon, Indian agent for Cherokees West. 

24. Treaty with the Delawares concluded September 24, 1829, ratified March 24, 1881. 
This was a supplemental article to the Delaware treaty concluded at St. Mary’s, Ohio, October 


8, 1818, and provided for the cession by the Delawares of all lands in the state of Missouri. 
George Vashon represented the United States at the treaty. 
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them on the subject of our surveying. This he deems necessary, 
notwithstanding the interview I had with some of them the other 
day. 

A band of Kanzas have lately stolen nine horses from the 
Pawnees, a little previously, the Osages and Pawnees had a fight in 
which some ten or twelve Pawnees and two or three Osages were 
slain. Thes[e] circumstances have induced Dougherty to suggest 
to me the propriety of taking a guard on our first and present tour. 
This is to extend only sixty miles west of Missouri State, and will 
last about three weeks. We shall then be led back to this place by 
our work, and shall re-fit for our more remote and important ex- 
pidition. 

We leave some of our supplies at Canto. Leavenworth and are 
preparing to proceed on our Journey, tomorrow, which is as early as 
we have been able to adjust our business with our trifling major. 

Maj. Campbell, Shane, & his son, left us yesterday for their place. 


Wednesday At a half past 9 o’clock we left camp, proceeded to 
September 1 Cantonment Leavenworth, where we took into our com- 
pany a Corporal & eight men with 21 days’ provision. We have de- 
posited the balance of our supplies at the garrison. The garrison 
furnished food for the men from there but we had to furnish horses 
and bags, &c for transportation. We there borrowed a spade for 
mound-making, & a tent for the soldiers. 

I and Calvin proceeded with the company, at 12— made, about 
15 miles and encamped at the Stranger.» Rice, Major Dougherty, 
& Lieut. Cook overtook us at dark, the latter merely to spend the 
night. 


Thursday Major Dougherty & I proceeded early and left my sons 
Sep. 2 to bring on the company. We reached Boon’s,”* at the 
Kanza agency at 1 o’clock, soon after, about 20 or 30 Kanza chiefs 
& others assembled, to whom Dougherty explained the objects of 
our coming into their country &c. and conversed with them on the 
subject of their differences with the Pawnees. 

A band of [Kansas] have lately stolen 9 horses from the Pawnees 
— Since that two other parties have gone, one a party of five, 
which has been out five days, the other a party of four, which have 
been gone four days. One party have gone to the Republican 


25. Stranger creek rises in the Range 4 portion of present Atchison county and flows in a 
southeasterly direction, cnoting be the Kansas river at present Linwood, Leavenworth 
county. The stream was named keet-sha by the Kansas Indians, the word meaning stranger. 

26. Daniel Morgan Boone, son of Daniel Boone, pioneer, was appointed farmer for the 
= Indians in 1827 + — located seven miles west of present Lawrence, on the north bank 

the Kansas river, at the Kansas agency. 
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Pawnees, and the other to the Grand Pawnees on the great Platt— 
both to steal horses. This increases the danger to us, of falling in 
with hostile Pawnees following in after the Kanza thieves, and to 
avenge their thefts. We shall be in danger of having our horses 
stolen at least, even while we are near to the Kanza villages. 

The Company overtook us at night, & we encamped near Boon’s. 


Friday Had further talks with the Kanzas, Maj. Dougherty 
Sep. 3 warned them not to follow our party to beg for provisions, 
&c. &c. I have hired our interpreter who speaks Kanza. He has 
agreed to overtake us tomorrow & to accompany us a few days only. 
An interpreter is necessary, because, otherwise we could not distin- 
guish a friend from a foe as he would approach us. The Kanzas 
have not yet decided whether they will deliver up the horses they 
have lately stolen. 

[Marginal note.] Connor returned, had not found the Del. Chiefs 
horse—but brought another. 

About 11 o’clock Maj. Dougherty started home— We sent a man 
with him a days journey. The company started and I and Calvin 
soon followed, having obtained some smith work on our guns and a 
horse. Stopped at Plume’s, 3 miles from our camp, and borrowed an 
U. States’ flag. Made about eight miles and encamped on Grass- 
hopper creek.27 Col. Boon accompanies us. 


Saturday Several Kanzas passed us both ways yesterday and two 
Sep. 4. encamped with us. We started before 8 oclock, saw a 
considerable number of Kanzas going each end of the road. We 
encamped on Soldier creek.2* More than twenty Kanzas came to 
our camp, many of them seemed anxious to beg some of our pro- 
visions or clothing. But we assured them that we had not come to 
trade— We had come to perform a piece of work for the benefit of 
their Delaware neighbors, and had brought no more of food or 
raiment than we needed for our own use. I gave them some tobacco, 
at dusk they all left us. 

We are now within three miles of the line on which we shall com- 


27. Now called the Delaware river. The stream flows in a southeasterly direction across 
present Jefferson county emptying into the Kansas river near present Perry. 


28. “The first surveys in what is now the State of Kansas were made in 1826-7 by Maj. 
Angus L. Langham of St. Louis but previously from Chillicothe, Ohio. These were ist the 
meanders of the Kansas river from its mouth to a point twenty leagues due west of the 
western boundary of Missouri as provided by the treaty of 1825 with the Kansas tribe as 
the east boundary of their reservation thence south about 13 miles to the S. E. corner thereof, 
then west two "Lendved miles marking the south line thereof. He passed the winter of 
1826-7 on Soldier creek about four miles north of present pupste and about three miles east 
{of} the Kaw village of the ‘Fool Chief.’ He had with him a small guard of infantry 
detailed from Fort Osage. Cantonment Leavenworth was not established as a military post 
until 1827. The name ‘Soldier Creek’ was adopted afterwards in honor of the that 

roudly waved over the Major’s shanty and the warlike aspect of the camp. . . .”—Letter, 
John . McCoy to F, G. Adams, February 9, 1885. 
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mence our work, and not more than four or five miles from the place 
of our beginning. Jo Jim, the Kanza interpreter whom we hired 
overtook, and joined our company at camp. 


Sunday We spend the day in camp, My writing desk is the pad 
Sep. 5. of a packsaddle, one board of the saddle being tied fast 
to a stake on the out-side, the other board necessarily projects from 
the stake, and forms a kind of shelf. The two pads are then suffered 
to fall on to the shelf part, and forms a kind of cushioned table. 

My seat is formed upon three stakes driven into the ground, with 
sticks fastened across the top so that the seat is made firm. 


Monday Left Calvin in charge of the camp, and Rice & I com- 
Sep. 6. menced our work. We had to go about 5 miles to find the 


line of the Kanza lands at the crossing of the Kanzas river. We 
crossed Soldier creek one mile & three quarters from the river. The 
creek is three rods & fifteen links between the banks. 

About a mile and a half north of us between the creek and river 
is the village of Chachhaa hogeree, Prarie-village. It contains about 
50 houses, with say three families to the house. All except three or 
four persons, started yesterday and today, on their hunting excur- 


sions. Sent the Kanza interpreter Jo Jim to try to get some sweet 
corn of them but he was unsuccessful. From the creek, which we 
could not cross with our horses, I returned to camp with Quick and 
his interpreter. The surveyors got in at dusk, I having sent horses 
to meet them. 


Tuesday Sent four men early to take a Bee tree which they had 
Sep. 7 found yesterday. They got no honey of consequence. 
We left camp a little after 9. The packhorses encamped so far 
ahead that it was dark before the surveyors came in. We were 
encamped on a branch of Soldier creek. I had sent a man to meet 
them, who returned at sundown without having seen them. I took 
Connor and rode till dark before we met with them. 


Wednesday It rained on us last night, and I omitted to state that 
Sep. 8 I have made some beginning for a mission on Missouri 
above Cantonment Leavenworth sixty or eighty miles. In June & 
July a treaty was held with various tribes—viz Sauks, Foxes, Iowas, 
Otoes, Omaha, and Sioux assembled at Prarie-Du-Chein, at which 
treaty it was stipulated that $3000. pr. Ann. for ten years, be 
paid by government for education purposes among those tribes. 
Dougherty, the Agt., since I met with him at the garrison suggested 
that a suitable place for a mission would be on a tract of land above 
23—5211 
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the garrison, between the two Nemaha rivers, on the Missouri, about 
ten miles wide and twenty miles long, which had been set apart at 
the late treaty for the use and settlement of half-breeds. The land 
is to be held by them as other Indians hold their lands, though the 
Prest. of the U. S. may grant to any one of them a tract, not ex- 
ceeding 640 acres, in fee simple. Maj. Dougherty thought that some 
or all of the three thousand dollars mentioned above might be ob- 
tained to aid an institution there (though I am of opinion that there 
has been a contrivance among some whites to apply it to Johnson’s 
School)?® In conference with him, he has assured me that he would 
do all in his power to promote such an undertaking. 

I have stated to him that we would turn our attention to the 
matter. On Sunday last I wrote to Mr. Cone on the subject, and 
have requested that he & the Board resolve to enter upon the work. 
I state to him that in event of the Board not seizing upon these 
openings, that others of us intend to improve them. See my letter 
to Cone, which may be considered as part of this Journal.*° 

We left our camp after 12 oclock, passed the surveyors who had 
commenced their work pretty soon, and encamped on the Soldier 
creek, left of our line. The surveyors came in at dark. 


Thursday Our work went on as usual— surveyors made seven 
Sep. 9 miles today. We encamped half a mile to the east of our 
line, on the upper branches of (perhaps) Sotraell creek.*4 Connor 
and the Delaware Chief went a hunting about 9 o’clock yesterday 
morning, and have not yet returned. I had been very particular in 
telling Connor where we intended to encamp. 

A little after dark a white man express arrived with dispatches 
from Genl. Clark & Maj. Dougherty, sent by the latter. Genl. 
Clark has sent us plats of the meanderings of Missouri and Kanza 
rivers, the Kanzas reservation &c. He advises that we should not 
run farther west than the Republican river—becaus we should likely 
run onto Pawnee lands, and because we should be in danger of in- 
jury from the Pawnees. 

Dougherty wishes to know what I intend to do, and whether we 


29. Under the terms of the treaty of 1825 with the Choctaw, the sum of six thousand 
dollars was to be allowed the tribe annually for twenty years for the use of schools. A school 
for boys was established at Blue Springs, Scott county, Kentucky, under the management of 
the ey church and the sponsorship of Richard M. Johnson. The first students were 
received in the autumn of 1825. Boys from other tribes were also accepted and for a number 
of years the institution flourished, but by 1842 the Indians began to withdraw their boys on 
account of dissatisfaction with the results of the educational plan. Soon thereafter the 
school closed. 

80. Missing from journal. 

81. Grasshopper river, later known as the Delaware river, was also at this time called 
Sautrelle river. 
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wish him to delay a tour up Missouri on which his business press- 
ingly calls him, to attend our interview with the Pawnees. I am 
gratified with Clark’s attention in this case, Dougherty appears to 
be very prompt and obliging. 

I replied to Dougherty, and early on 
Friday—Sep.10— _[ started the express back— 

Surveyors commenced early. We passed the northeast corner of 
the Kanzas reserve, and encamped on the sources of Grasshopper 
river. We have not been able to kill either Deer or Turkeys, or any 
thing larger than squirrils. We have found wild honey frequently. 
Today we have found and taken two trees. 

Near night Connor & the Chief got in to camp. 


Saturday J went with some hands and enlarged the mound at the 
Sep. 11. —_ north east corner of the Kansa reservation. We had rain. 
We found trouble to get a good camping ground, which was on 
Grasshopper creek. Killed a rattle-snake in the midst of our en- 
campment sometime after we had been tramping over it. Sur- 
veyors came in at 4 oclock— Jo Jim killed a deer. 


Sunday We spend the day in Camp. Every night we tie up three 
Sep.12. horses, so that if the Indians should steal the others we 
might still have some. Our horses sometimes get affrighted and 
one taking alarm from another, all are put in motion, and soon 
would leave us, were they not securely hobbled. By tying up some 
of them there is less danger of the others leaving camp. 


Monday We surveyed to the northern line of Del. lands, and be- 
Sep.13 gun a mound ten feet square at the base, & six feet high. 
Removed our encampment to another branch of Sotrael. Elk sign 
has been seen for several days. Today a Buck Elk stalked near the 
camp, Two of the men got each a shoot at him, but he escaped— 
Found iron ore on Delaware lands near the corner. The Doctor 
killed three Turkies. 


Tuesday Set our course as nearly towards Cantonment Leaven- 
Sep. 14 worth, (which is one of our points) as possible. Finished 
our mound, and made six miles. Encamped on a small branch of 
same creek. Two of our men fired on a large flock of Elk. 


Wednesday Moved our encampment a few miles down the same 
Sep. 15 creek. Three men started early hunting. One of them 
came in, unsuccessful, after dark. The other two remained absent. 
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Thursday Found difficulty in crossing two Creeks. Encamped on a 
Sep. 16 branch of same creek, Two lost men still out— Fired 
the prarie, that by the immense, column of smoke that arises by the 
burning of old grass mingled with the green, they might see where 
we were. One of our men killed four turkeys. 


Friday Two lost men not returned. We saw a smoke rise not 
Sep. 17 many miles from us, and thought it possible that our lost 
men had given a signal. We answered by kindling two fires in the 
grass at different times, but heard nothing from them. Found two 
bee trees, but obtained little honey. Discovered a large flock of Elk 
at a distance, about middle of afternoon. Stopped & encamped. 
Called in the surveyors, and four of us remaining to keep camp, the 
residue of our company made an unsuccessful effort to take an Elk. 
Encamped on a branch of Stranger creek as we supposed. 


Saturday Paid Jo Jim our interpreter with Kanzas & others, and 
Sep. 18 sent him home, supposing that we should have no further 
need for him until we should re-fit for another tour. Took a bee 
tree. Came in sight of Missouri river, say seven miles ahead. Found 
that we were too far north for the garrison. Turned at right angles 
southwardly. Found a grove of wood & brush, and encamped on a 
water of Missouri. 


Sunday No water for our horses, and food poor, we removed four 
Sep.19 or five miles—(without surveying) and encamped on 
Stranger creek. 


Monday Yesterday my son narrowly escaped serious injury by 
Sep. 20 the kick of a horse on his head and arm. Being in want 
of meat, Jackson shot a fine buck. We brought up our off-set line, 
and turned towards the garrison again. Encamped on a small 
stream running into Missouri. 

Before we left camp this morning, Cap. John Quick the Delaware 
Chief told me that he had seen enough to satisfy him. he would go 
on to the Garrison and wait until I arrived and then go on home. 
He could not continue longer with us. They wished to come to this 
country before cold weather— they had many women & children 
who would suffer much with cold if it should be late in the season, 
&e. &e. 

He has all along indicated no disposition to stay long with us. 
After he had started I called to him and made a second effort to 
pursuade him to stay. The day was cloudy and I feared he could 
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not find the garrison. I promised to send a man in with him on the 
following day. He stayed with us. 


Tuesday We have kept up one Sentinel at a time during the night 
Sep.21 for most of the tour. Last night we dispensed with it, 
and think of not having guard while near the garrison. 

Delaware Chief went for the garrison attended by one of our 
soldiers. Saw at a great distance in the prarie a company of Indians, 
amounting, to one hundred going towards the garrison. 

Found ourselves getting too near Missouri and had to make an- 
other off-set. Had to travel at least two miles along a difficult stream 
to find water for encampment, which was not far from the river. 


Wednesday Encamped on a branch of Stranger, fired the prarie for 
Sep. 22 a signal to our men sent to the garrison. 


Thursday Rode out with son and ascertained the best way to get 
Sep. 23 to the garrison. Sent Calvin and a man to the garrison 
for supplies. Our man returned from the garrison with a large 
bundle of papers, letters, &c. Altho. we were no more than 12 or 13 
miles from the garrison, such had been his awkwardness that he and 
the Delaware did not reach it until the second day, & they as awk- 
wardly slept out last night on their return. 

The Indians we saw passing in were the Pawnees we had sent for. 
Dougherty & Davenport requesting me to go in as soon as possible 
to attend the council, I rode to the garrison but it was too late to 
call the council. 

Connor & Vincent, who got lost on the 15th did not go together. 
Each had made the best of his way to the garrison and after three 
or four days reached it. Vincent returned to us today with our ex- 
press. Connor started alone yesterday to find us, crossed our trail 
more than once, We had fired the prarie, notwithstanding ail which 
he slept alone in the woods and after spending two days, was mak- 
ing his way back to the garrison last night when, a little after dark 
as I was returning to camp, I met him and took him with me. 


Friday We moved our encampment further down Salt creek. 
Sep.24 Went to the garrison. Had a talk with the 100 Pawnee 
chiefs & Wariours. Dougherty stated I had been sent to survey 
lands of the Delawares, and that if any of them should meet with 
any of our party, they must treat us well, &c.5?_ I said a few words 


82. “Cant: Leavenworth, 22d. Octr. 1830. To Genl. Wm: o. Supt. Ind: Affs. Sir, 
I have the honor to inform you that in obed to a that I sent to the Pawnee 
Republicans, about one hundred of that tribe consisting of their chiefs and head men as- 
sembled at this post, on the 24th ult. My object for calling a council of those Indians at 
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to them, enjoining on them to be peaceable to the Delawares. John 
Quick made a short speech to them, expressive of friendship &c. 
Dougherty gave them a considerable amount of presents which was 
due them, consisting of powder, lead, blankets, tobacco, &c. &c. 

Lately the Kanzas sent to Dougherty to say that the 9 horses 
lately stolen by them from the Pawnees they could not restore, be- 
cause their hunting party had taken them with them. This is as it 
usually happens in those cases. Dougherty now told this to the 
Pawnees, and said the Kanzas have gone to hunt. If you should 
meet with them I don’t wish you to attack them, but if they attack 
you, I don’t want you to hold down your heads. 

Agents might prevent wars among these tribes. Had the Kanza 
agent seized the nine horses, or taken nine others of the Kanzas, and 
forbid a repetition of such tresspass upon a severer penalty, and re- 
turned the horses to Pawnee Agt. Dougherty; if the latter had re- 
stored them with damages, and forbidden retaliation by the Pawnees 
upon a penalty of witholding some of their next year’s presents, how 
much better it would have been than for both agents in this indirect 
way to encourage hostilities among them! 

I sent Connor to bring hither Maj. Campbell, to adjust our busi- 
ness with Quick. 


Saturday The Pawnees set out for their place. They are a naked 
Sep. 25 wretched looking people, more fierce and brave looking 
than the Kanzas, but not less miserable in appearance. 

Quick & I meeting some of them this morning, a chief entered into 
communication with Quick by signs. It was amusing to see them 
enquiring of each other how many nights journey they had to their 
homes, promising to be friendly &c. The Pawnee at length not well 
understanding the signs of the Delaware, invited him to the garri- 
son where they could obtain an interpreter. I went on & informed 


this post, was to apprise them, that the Government had sent the Rev. Isaac McCoy to run 
the Delaware lines; and to point him out to them, and advise them how they should treat 
him, should they meet with him. This I conceived necessary as a precautionary measure, to 
guard against any difficulty which might possibly ensue, should they meet with his party, 
without any knowledge of its character. They made professions of friendship in general, 
and furthermore promised, that if they met with Mr McCoy they would treat Rim friendly ; 
and also would advise their young men to do the same. They informed me that they met 
with our Santa Fe traders last summer on the Arkansas, smoked and talked with them 
friendly. They left here shortly after the Council for their village, apparently much 
gratified, & well pleased with their visit. I thought it the more necessary that I should 
assemble and talk with the Pawnees, in regard to Mr. McCoy, as the Kanza Indians have 
recently committed a breach of the treaty of peace between them and the Pawnees, by 
stealing several horses, and taking one scalp; and supposing it not improbable that the 
Pawnees would endeavor to retaliate, in which cases their war parties in passing from the 
Republican to the Kansas village, might possibly fall in with the surveying party, and 
finding them not far distant from the Kansas village, might without being apprised of their 
character seriously interrupt them. After hearing of the conduct of the Kansas, I went 
to the Kansas Sub Agency; | finding Genl. M. G. Clark Sub Agent absent, I requested of 
the Kansas a return of the Pawnee horses, which they declined doing. Mu have not been 
informed that the Pawnees have made any attempt at retaliation. . . Verkee —17~ 
be t. Servt Jno. Dougherty, Ind. Agt.”—U. 8S. Indian Superintendency MSS 
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Maj. Dougherty. The chief difficulty was the Pawnee had under- 
stood that the Delaware had invited him home with him. Whereas 
the Del. had only stated that hereafter they should meet and talk 
more, and that if either should go to the others place, he should be 
received with friendship, as also their people severally. 


Sunday Was informed that Maj. Campbell had gone higher up 
Sep. 26 Kanza river (which turned out to be a mistake) Sent 
express to intercept him, and inform him where we are. We re- 
mained in camp. In the evening Shane and Connor arrived. Camp- 
bell is sick and cant come. 


Monday Took Quick and Shane and showed them where we in- 
Sep.27 tended to run the lines of the garrison reserve.** 


Tuesday Took a certificate from Quick that he was satisfied with 
Fup. 28 the land, the lines, &c. and he made a written request 
that government aid them in their new home, in making fields and 
houses, and in such other respects as the Govt. should perceive their 
wants required. He stated also that they had exchanged lands with 
the expectation that here their posterity would be allowed a resi- 
dence as long as any of them remained on earth. In order to satisfy 
them that all was secure, they wished to obtain from the U. States 
such an instrument of writing as that by which the U. States secured 
land to their own white citizens. This is perhaps the first instance 
of an Indian tribe asking a patent for their lands. 

We had the documents witnessed by several officers in the garri- 
son, and others—and the two interpreters Connor & Shane.— Fur- 
nished Connor & Quick with eight days’ rations, and, in the after- 
noon, started them home. 

[Marginal note.] For Shane’s communication relative to the 
wish of the Shawanoes for a school, see, page for Note Oct. 17. 

Quick on leaving gave many assurances of his satisfaction and 
friendship, &c. among which he stated, more than once, that he had 


33. “‘The treaty which had fixed the boundary of the Delaware country made no provision 
for reserving to the use of the United States the site of Fort Leavenworth, and to make the 
survey according to my instructions would have rendered the site ineligible. I therefore 
assumed the responsibility of making an arrangement with Quick, who acted in behalf of 
his people, by which a suitable tract was reserved for the use of the garrison. This measure 
was afterwards approved by the Secretary of War.’’—History of Baptist Indian Missions 
(Washington, 1840), by Isaac McCoy, p. 407. 

“The McCoy party arrived at Cantonment Leavenworth in the fall of 1830. . . . A 
feeling of uneasiness . . . soon became manifest, for very soon it was discovered that 
no provien had been made for reserving the land upon which the Cantonment stood. In fact, 
if Issac McCoy had followed his instructions literally, he would have included the Post in 
the Delaware reservation. However, upon his own initiative, he arranged a conference with 
the Post Commander, Major William Davenport of the 6th Infantry, and the Indian Com- 
missioner, John Quick. Through arrangements with them, a survey of the land immediately 
surrounding the Cantonment was made and limits were established generally paralleling the 
ang boundaries.”"—History of Fort Leavenworth, by Elvid Hunt (Fort Leavenworth, 1926), 
pp. 39-41. 
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travelled much, but had never been treated with so much kindness 
by any as he had by me, and our company. 


Wednesday We dined with Dr. Bryant** and attended to small 
Sep. 29 matters. 


Thursday Move our encampment a little lower down Salt creek™ 


Sep. 30 on account of obtaining food for our horses. Surveyors 
at work— 


Friday Surveyors, I with them, worked on the lower line of the 
Oct. 1 Military reserve. 


aw Surveyors at work on the lines of the Military Reserve. 
t. 2 


Sunday Remain in camp. 
Oct. 3 


Monday On a hill not far from the garrison we discovered, as we 
Oct. 4 went out a few weeks since, eight mounds or heaps of 
stone. This morning we examined them, and excavated one. The 
stones were not hewn—and were placed circular as though a build- 
ing had been the design. Within was earth. We found in the one 
excavated human bones, apparantly scorched with fire, coalburnt 
earth, and stone that had been in the fire. The bones were so much 
decayed that it could scarcely be seen to what part of the body they 
belonged except the sculs, some of which appeared to have belonged 
to adults and some to children, and a few other bones. They were 
situated as exhibited below. [MS. illegible] It was not a mere 
burying place, because the bodies had been burned. The burning 
was not intended to reduce the bones to ashes, because this had 
not been done. It was, I suppose, or rather, they were “High places” 
in which worship was performed anciently, agreeably to the ac- 
count in Scripture of heathenish customs. Human sacrifices had 
been offered on them, or rather in them for they had been a kind of 
kiln, or furnace, surrounded with a stone wall and the corps and 
fire within. I should think that the victim had been placed upon a 
wooden scaffold, or among a pile of wood. The corpse, or corpses, 
part consumed, had lastly been covered with earth, or with vegtable 
substance and earth mingled.*¢ 


$4. Dr. T. S. Bryant, surgeon of Cantonment Leavenworth. 

85. Salt creek flows in a northeasterly direction across present Kickapoo township, Leaven- 
worth county, emptying into the Missouri river. 

86. “At frequent intervals along Salt Creek I have found evidences of aboriginal encamp- 
ments, showing that it was a favorite haunt of prehistoric man. . . . In the northwest 
quarter of the northwest quarter, section 10, township 8, range 22, is a natural basin of 
perhaps one-half acre in extent, which was evidently at one time either a largely marshy 
spring or a small lake. It is situated on the east bank of Salt Creek, just south of the 
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We then went to examine a coal mine we had discovered a few 
days before, and found it an extensive stratum in the bottom of Salt 
creek, a little within the military reserve, and apparently very good. 


Tuesday Two of our horses cant be found. Packed the others, and 
Oct. 5 about two o’clock left camp— In crossing the creek at 
our encampment one of our horses fell back from a steep bank they 
had to ascend, into the water. He could not rise until the pack 
ropes were cut, and the packs removed— packs in the water. 

Five of our soldiers are with the surveyor, two of those left too 
drunk to be of much service. Our packs very heavy, one especially, 
Calvin had a difficult time to get started and to get on. Overtook 
surveyors, and encamped on a branch of Salt creek about six miles 
from garrison. 

[Marginal note.] Our company now consists of 15 soldiers, and 
six of us who came from Fayette, in all 21 with 14 horses— The 
two that were taken by express to Pawnees, much reduced. 

Calvin remained behind, with one of the soldiers to look for the 
lost horses. 

During the time we have been in the vicinity of the garrison, I 
have had a troublesome time, again, with Maj. Davenport the Com- 
mander. He from our first entering upon this work manifested a 
most disobliging Spirit. 

I gave him notice that we should need six additional men to make 
up our surveying party for our long route, and asked for such an 
escort as he deemed expedient. He appeared to get into a fever, 
insinuated that an escort was not necessary, but if one was neces- 
sary it wod. require three of his four companies. He said the com- 
manding General Atkinson had ordered that not more than twenty 
men in all should accompany us. I held all my intercourse with him 
in writing, so that these papers might speak for themselves. 

I at length informed him that I asked for no escort unless he 
deemed one necessary, I did not think he would have the hardihood 
[to] say one was not necessary. This however he ventured to say, 
as by this means he could take advantage of my remark, and not 
send any. He then endeavoured to keep me from getting the six 


public highway leading to Fort Leavenworth. On the shores of this now dessicated depression 
have probably been found more aboriginal relics than at any other spot in Salt Creek valley. 
It was no doubt the site of a workshop connected with the old Kaw village [the lower of 
two Kansas villages on the Missouri river, both of which had disappeared when Lewis and 
Clark visited the region in 1804]. . . . On the high hill, along what is known as 


‘Sheridan’s Drive,’ overlooking this be ah site and the whole valley, is a group of ancient 
r. 


mounds, one of which was opened b 

the first Indian mound ever poe BH in Kansas. . . . A chain of prehistoric dwellin 

sites extends the whole length of the Valley, and mementoes of a vanished race are turn 

up by a plowshare.”’—‘‘Salt Creek Valley,”” by George J. Remsburg, Leavenworth Times, 
ruary 905. 


McCoy, the government surveyor, in 1830, being 
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additional men for the surveying company. When he found I in- 
sisted on these, and he dare not refuse, he then insisted that I should 
go on a week, and then send for them. I let him know that I was in 
immediate want of them. 

For five or six days previously I had informed him that I wished 
to leave the neighbourhood on monday morning. He still put the 
matter off. On tuesday early I wrote him I wished to leave that 
morning. He at length wrote me that they would be detailed that 
afternoon. On account of his delays we had not the requisite num- 
ber of persons to assist us. He seemed to wish to subject us to in- 
convenience. 

He had wheedled Maj. Beauchamp, the Sub. agt. to say he thought 
there was no danger. I saw Beauchamp and when I told him the 
story of the affair he appeared to feel embarrassed. I stated that no 
company, even down to one that came in a few days ago, ever 
thought of going almost half way to the mountains from State of 
Missouri without being prepared to defend themselves against the 
Pawnees. The Sec. War had thought an escort necessary— Maj. 
Riley, who lately commanded the garrison, had thot. two companies 
necessary— Genl. Clark, of St. Louis—Dougherty, Campbell, M. G. 
Clark, and others thot. one necessary, and every body would think 
an escort necessary and even Davenport never ventured to say one 
was not necessary until from my remark, he by saying so could 
withhold the escort. 

Having discovered the disobliging disposition of Davenport on our 
first coming into this country, I had despaired of a competent escort, 
and therefore had confer[red] with Dougherty on the best method 
of accomplishing the work without one. It was hoped that when the 
Pawnees would be absent on their huntings, we might get thro. their 
country undiscovered. We, therefore, in council the other day gave 
them no idea of our going into their country. 


Wednesday My son overtook us with the six men, having found 
Oct. 6 their horses, and brought on the men’s provisions. On 
crossing a little creek near camp, mired a horse, and had to pull him 
out of the mud with ropes, &c. Our horses so heavily packed, & the 
men so awkward, and some of them drunk [so] that we had some 
difficulty to get on. Encamped on a branch of Stranger creek. Sent 
a man to aid the surveyors to find the camp. He awkwardly led 
them much astray. I heard him blowing, & shooting, and took a 
man and went out and fired my gun several times, before we dis- 
covered them coming in. Found honey today— 
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Thursday Soon after we left camp, discovered a company which 
Oct. 7. turned out to be Kanzas, who had been out hunting, & 
trapping. The company halted in a vale out of sight and more than 
a mile from us, and one rode across in great haste to meet us. I 
gave him a small piece of tobacco. He said there was a man or 
more with them, who wished to speak to me. I informed him that 
on such a hill I would stop to speak to them. On which he rode back 
in equal haste, and brought a half-breed who could speak English. 
In the evening three more came to our camp, on Stranger creek. 
This creek was so deep that the chain men had to swim it. 


Friday We found a good crossing for our horses, on Stranger 
Oct. 8 Creek, a mile above our camp, and where was a good 
mill seat—water enough, now, to turn a grist mill most of the time. 
Found a piece of gypsum here— Found a piece some days since 
on waters of Missouri. Encamped again on main Stranger creek. 


Saturday Discovered a large flock of elk. Sent three men, one of 
Oct. 9 whom fired and wounded one of them. But we did not 
get him. Encamped on a small branch of Stranger, 26 miles from 
the garrison. 

Thus far the country about the garrison and this way is very well 
supplied with springs of water, even at this time of great drought. 


Sunday Remained in camp on a small branch of Stranger. Jo 
Oct. 10 Jim, whom I, the other day employed to go with us as 
interpreter, came to us. Brot. letter from M. G. Clark S. agt. for 
Kanzas. Clark advises that we take care to avoid depredation from 
both Kanzas, and Pawnees. A quarrel, a few days ago, took place 
between some white men hunting bees, and consequently trespassing 
on the Indians’ lands, and in the affray a Kanza was killed. 

Jo Jim can speak no other Indian language than Kanza. I have 
not been able to procure a man who speaks Pawnee. This is a 
serious misfortune, and much increases our liability to be injured 
by them. 


Monday We encamped on the main Sautrell. 
Oct. 11 


Tuesday, Oct. 12 Encamped on a branch of Sautrell. 


Wednesday, Oct. 13 Reached the mound we erected, some weeks ago, 
at the commencement of the Delaware outlet. In running from the 
garrison to this place a distance of nearly 46 miles, the surveyors 
struck within less than two chains of the mound, —distance, also, 
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agreed with our calculations. I was much gratified with the ac- 
curacy of our work. 
We encamped a little above the mound. 


Thursday Grass for our horses, is every day becoming more scarce. 
Oct. 14 The season is remarkably dry. The whole country around 
us, has burned over today. We had encamped in a creek bottom 
where there was least danger of the fire approaching us, and still, it 
sometimes seemed as though we should not escape. We were much 
annoyed by smoke and more than once, had to beat out the ap- 
proaching fire. We did not leave camp. Some of the soldiers 
erected a couple of mounds. 


Friday We steered our course due west and encamped on the 
Oct.15 sources of the Soldier. Difficult to find tolerable food for 
our horses. Had to beat out the fire to save a little spot for our 
horses. In a day the whole country put on its black and dismal 
dress. The dust arising from the burnt grass, and the blackened 
weeds and shrubbery, annoys our eyes, and blackens face, hands, 
and clothes. 


Saturday Sent Jo Jim & a soldier, with two horses, to the garrison 
Oct. 16 for our papers, and for some additional supplies for the 
soldiers. After much searching for food for our horses, stopped in, 
not a good place, on another branch of Soldier creek, some two or 
three miles from our work. 


Sunday Remain in camp on the sources of Soldier creek. Omitted 
Oct. 17 in Note, Sep. 28. Shane informs that since my talk to 
the Shawanoes respecting a school, Cummins the principal U. 8. 
Indian Agt. for the Dels. and Shawanoes, had stated to the Shaw- 
anoes, that he had been directed by the Prest. of the U. States to 
say to them that if they would send some of their male youths to 
Johnson’s school, in Kentucky, it would be well for them, that they 
would there be instructed at a cost to the Shawanoe nation of two 
hundred Dollars a head.%7 

Again. If they would accept of a school in their neighborhood, he 
had been requested by the Methodist congregation to inform them 
that they should be furnished with a mission in their place. 

To the former, the Shawanoes replied that they wished to send 
their youths to school. But the tribe were poor, and could not spare 
the money it would cost them to send them to Ky. Moreover they 
would prefer sending to a school nearer at hand. 


37. See footnote No. 29. 
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To the latter proposition they replied, that I had lately offered 
them a school. They had deferred their answer until I should be 
returning from the tour. But they had determined to accept of my 
offer. 


Monday Had a little rain last night—the country is exceedingly 
Oct.18 parched with drought. When we got on to the praries, 
the ashes from the recently burned praries, and the dust and sand 
raised so by the wind that it annoyed us much, the wind rising, I 
found that the dust was so scattered that it became impossible to 
perceive the trail of the surveyors, who had gone a few hours ahead 
of the horses. While conversing with Calvin about the course we 
should go, we discovered the atmosphere ahead darkening, & as it 
had become cloudy, we fancied that a misting rain was coming upon 
us, and made some inquiry respecting the security of our packs. A 
few minutes taught us that what we had fancied to be rain, was an 
increase of the rising dust, sand, and ashes of the burnt grass, rising 
so much and so generally that the air was much darkened, and it 
appeared on the open praries as though the clouds had united with 
the earth. Our eyes were so distressed that we could scarcely see to 
proceed, It was annoying to our lungs. The black burnt grass, 
lodging on our hands and faces, and each one rubbing his watery 
eyes with pain, soon occasioned a most horrid appearance, our 
clothes also blackening fast. The wind blew incessantly and ex- 
cessively severe. 

We succeeded in finding a mile stone, and steering our course as 
well as we could—reached a wooded creek some four miles from our 
encampment. This afforded a partial relief from the wind and sand. 
Having left the horses and men in charge of Calvin, I with another 
man had just found the line along which the surveyors had passed, 
and was about to select a camping ground, when we met a man 
whom the Doctor [sent] to inform me that he could not proceed 
with his work, & that they waited for us in a wood a mile ahead. 

It being very difficult for me to look at my pocket compass I told 
the soldier who had just returned, to lead us back. He set off with 
great confidence that he could find the way and in a few minutes 
was leading us north instead of west. He was unwilling to be called 
back, and insisted that he was right. On finding the surveyors, we 
encamped for the residue of the day. Even in this wood, and after 
the wind had somewhat abated, the black ashes fell on us consider- 
ably. 
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Tuesday The wind and dust were severe, but not so bad as yester- 
Oct. 19 day. We worked all day— late before we encamped, 
which was on a large creek, supposed to be Vermillion.** 


Wednesday Calvin surveyed today— Had to turn out of our way 
Oct. 20 two miles or more to find food for our horses. En- 
camped on a branch of Blue river. 


Thursday Again had to leave our course, with the packhorses, two 
Oct. 21 or three miles to find grass. Late before the surveyors 
came into camp. We had got into a tract of a few miles square, 
which had not been burned. While in the act of pitching our tents, 
we discovered the fire coming towards us with alarming rapidity. 
We set fire in the grass in self defense. 

The fires around us were sublime—the long lines and the flame 
ascending ten, fifteen, and sometimes 20 feet high. On seeing these 
praries on fire in such a dry time as this we cease to wonder that 
the wood does not increase faster—we only wonder that a vestige 
of wood is left. It was in the night before the surveyors got in to 
camp. We have seen sign of Beavers and Otters, for a few days. 


Friday Crossed the trail of about ten waggons, and perhaps 7 
Oct. 22 = horses which had gone out to the Rocky mountains, and 
returned since last spring, in the employ of trappers of fur—white 
men. Crossed an old beaten path. Reached & crossed Blue river,*® 
and encamped not far west of it. Saw fresh sign of Indians—sup- 
pose they have discovered us, as we saw where one had been run- 
ning. Men killed two Deer— Jo Jim & the soldier sent express to 
the garrison seven days ago, overtook us with flour, our papers, &c. 
Dougherty urges me to endeavour to establish a school on Missouri 
above the garrison as soon as possible, and beleives that a mission 
there would be greatly encouraged by the Indians. 


Saturday Encamped on a branch of Blue river. Grass poor— 
Oct.23 Nash killed a very fat buck. Fresh sign of Indians. Seen 
a trail of horses—some tracks show that the Indians had been run- 
ning. 

Sunday Blue river is a stream of beautiful clear water 99 yards 
Oct. 24 wide, strong current, averaging one foot and a half in 
depth. Now very low. Heads near, and above the Grand island of 


$8. Vermillion creek rises in present Nemaha county, flows across present Pottawatomie 
county and empties into the Kansas river near present Belvue. 

89. The Big Blue river is the largest tributary of the Kansas river. It rises in present 
Hamilton county, Nebraska, and enters Kansas through present Marshall county; forms the 
boundary between present Riley and Pottawatomie counties and joins the Kansas at present 
Manhattan. One hundred miles of its entire length of 250 miles are in Kansas. 





Seo wi O 8 Se 


a= = & 


- en a” za) ae ee eee, ee 6:6) OU lhe eae 


BarNES: ExpLorRING ExPEepDITION oF 1830 367 


the great Platt. It is a limestone country. Hilly near the river. 
Hills much washed, stony on sides, appearing white with the white 
limestone, sometimes of clay appearance—vallies & level up land 


good. 


Oct. 24. One of our horses, a hardy little fellow 
Waters of Blue river, that I have long had in use, Broke his 
eevee of Kane left hind leg in the night, by fastening it 
108 miles west of Cantonment 
Seedammestt. £6 ame. under the root of a tree, as he attempted 
to descend a bank ten feet high and 
almost perpendicular. The sentinel was driving him and another 
horse back to the company, when it occurred. I suppose the man 
had hurried them in the dark, and being hobbled before, the horse 
was forced down. 

The grass is so poor for our horses, which are fast failing for want 
of food, that we deemed it indispensable to move on, in hope of 
reaching the Republican fork of Kanza, where we hope to find better 
food. Before we left camp we gave our poor little horse a bucket of 
water, and a lick of salt, & left him to hop about on his three legs 
until he dies—I have no hope of his recovering. 

Carrol, who, on the first tour, was twice found asleep on post, was 
again detected in the same offence last night. On the former oc- 
casions he had escaped with a mere reprimand. It now appeared 
necessary to punish in some way. Immediately after breakfast, the 
company were convened, Carrol plead guilty and begged pardon for 
this time only. He plead with tears, and I soon became quite will- 
ing to let him off, provided I could do it in a way that would do us 
no injury in future. I asked if any of his associates would be 
security for his better behaviour. Several spoke, but so far from 
even requesting his pardon, they refused to vouch for his good con- 
duct, expressed opinion that he ought to be punished. I told him 
then that I would compel him to carry a pack today— This I did 
not so much for a punishment really, as to show him that we would 
punish him, more severely for a repetition of the offence. I di- 
rected the corporal to prepare such a load as he deemed proper, 
reserving to myself the right to lighten it in case I thought it too 
heavy. The fellow padded on, and was very attentive to business 
in the run— 

After searching much for green grass for our horses, we encamped 
on a branch as we suppose of Blue river. Grass poor indeed. Men 
killed two deer—some of the Deer are remarkably fat. 
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Monday Wind very high. Proceeding about three miles we came 
Oct. 25 to a few acres of bottom land on a creek that had not 
been burnt, and where the grass was better than we had found it 
for a day or two, we encamped. Dried the venison we had lately 
killed. 


Tuesday Wind very high, scarcely allowing us to pass. Encamped 
Oct. 26 on a creek of the Republican, or Panee river.*° Crossed 
a trail of Indians going to our left—lately—supposed to be Otoes or, 
Kanzas. Saw much iron ore today. 

Found a hill of iron ore—indeed the most of the stone appears to 
be of that quality, though most of it is sandy. 


Passed some high rocky isolated hills, in which cliffs of 

sandy rocks appeared to contain much iron—much of 
the stone looked as if it had been melted in a furnace, and when 
broken exhibited the appearance of newly broken pot metal. The 
stone is shelly—the whole exhibiting voleanick appearance. We 
took some very curious specimens of hollow, and mineral stones. 

We found Coperas on a creek further on. And immense rocks of 
soapstone above ground. 

We had hoped to find food for our horses better on the river than 
on smaller streams. Today we reached the Republican, or Pawnee 
river, and to our great disappointment we found it more destitute 
of grass than any place we had seen where wood was to be found. 
The river runs over a bed of sand—the banks low, and all the 
bottom lands are a bed of sand white and fine, and now as dry as 
powder ought to be. I never before saw a river along which we 
might not find some rich alluvial moist bottoms, on which, at this 
season of the year could be found green grass. But here there is, in 
@ manner none. 

We examined along the river for grass until satisfied that none 
could be found and then turned back to a creek we had passed five 
miles back. We met the surveyors, and reached our creek a while 
in the night, having kept our poor horses in motion from 9 oclock 
in the morning. On reaching the creek we bogued along its banks 
by moonshine, a half a mile, and finding a little spot not burned 
over, we halted. Our poor horses had miserable fare. Some places 
along the river for half a mile or a mile in a place, there is no 
timber. A grove then occurs on one side, which, at a distance ap- 


See “Ferries in Kansas, Part IV—Republican River,” by George A. Root, The Kan- 
sas Historieal Quarterly, v. 8, pp. 246-248. 
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pears, but on reaching it, no timber is found more valuable than 
cotton wood and Elm. 

The scarcity of wood on the river and the sandiness & poverty of 
the bottoms, greatly discouraged me as to the country— While the 
great scarcity of food for our horses made us fear that we should 
not be able to proceed much further. 

Yesterday killed a Raccoon— today killed a Deer and Turkey. 


Thursday Cannot proceed on our way westward today, for want of 
Oct. 28 food for our horses— Surveyors went on to run a few 
miles, and to cross the river with their line. We sent down and up 
Coperas creek in search of grass. Moved camp a mile up the creek, 
and guarded the horses, unhobled, along the brink of the water, 
where was still a little green though coarse & hard, grass that had 
escaped the destruction occasioned by the great drought, and the 
ravages of the fire. 


Friday Our line was seven miles ahead of us. We started early. 
Oct. 29 From appearances we were afraid to cross the river lest 


we should not be able to get food for our horses, and proceeded up 
a creek on the N. East side of the river, where after much searching 


we found a tolerable place, for these times. 


Saturday Started early, crossed the river—travelled and searched 
Oct. 30 for grass till after sun set. Found a pretty good place. 
Surveyors urged on by our necessity for grass, made eleven miles. 
Encamped half a mile south west of the river, on a little creek. 
Our western line has now passed near the river 18 miles. The river 
averages in width 140 yards—though where measured it was only 
126 yards. banks low—no rocks—all sand along it—its waters 
turbid—about half the bed covered with water—now very low aver- 
age of water say 14 inches—tolerably brisk current. Prarie bottoms 
four or five miles wide—but little hill back—land tolerably good, 
except the sand near the river. Quick sand in the river. Epsom 
salts are deposited in the sand beaches so as to be perceiveable both 
to the eye, and by the taste. Pass two isolated ledges, or heaps of 
iron looking sand stone, one on each side of the river. Picked up 
pieces of an earthen pot, made by the aborigines in olden times. A 
few days ago I found the iron and brass parts of a short gun, in the 
Prarie—such as are much used by the Indians near the mountains. 
The wood part had been burned with the burning of the praries—one 
of our men found a knife. Night before last Jo Jim caught two 
Beavers in steele traps that he set. Saw tracks of horses & mules— 


24—5211 
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Indian sign—yesterday & today—not fresh. Many old tracks of 
Elks, tracks of one drove of Buffaloe. Crossed today three or four 
old paths leading to and from the river. Neither of our interpreters 
can tell whether we are below or above what is called the old Pani 
village,“ though both are half-Indians, and have been in this 
country before. We know that we are below, but how far below we 
are at a loss to judge. Killed many fat turkies within two or three 
days. I shot one this evening. 


Sunday Remain in camp. Four men at a time, guarding the 
Oct.31 —_ horses, and keeping them along the banks of a little creek 
now dry, where they find a little grass. At the commencement of 
the high land of the river, a mile from our camp, is a Cliff, two or 
three hundred yards long, of very coarse sandstone undergoing de- 
composition. The process has rendered the appearance of the pile 
romantic in the extreme, excavations ready to pull in immense 
rocks,—huge pillars standing alone, 15 or 20 feet high, castles rest- 
ing on a kind of tripod, &c. are exhibited to the fancy. The stone 
is generally of a reddish yellow, parts, however, are white sandstone. 


Monday We travelled about 4% miles, and finding better grass 
November! than usual, encamped about 12 oclock— Surveyors 
went on further, & returned to camp. Passd. a very large encamp- 
ment of Indians, made last spring—there must have been several 
hundreds of them. Killed six or seven rattle snakes on the open 
prarie. Killed two Deer & several turkies. 


Tuesday Dug out a root which bears a fruit like a small squash, 
Nov. 2 the size of a pare on a vine resembling a squash vine. 
The root is three feet & a half long before branching and [blank in 
MS.] inches in diameter. I shot a deer, but had not time to follow 
it to recover it. Jo Jim caught a beaver, caught a badger yesterday 
and another today. Saw much Indian sign— Saw also Buffaloe & 
Elk sign. Left the river bottom. Country high, pretty fertile— 
Limestone land. Encamped on a creek of the river. Grass very 
poor—water extremely bad. Light of prarie fire discovered to N. 
West. Johnson, was lost and slept out last night. We discharged 


41. McCoy’s reference is yo * o4 aw y Indian village thought to have been 
established in present Republic coun 5W. The surveying party was below 
this location. ohn Cc. M a —- bi the a states in his article “Survey of Kan- 
eas Indian Lands,” Kansas Historical Collections, v. 4, p. 305: “On the 29th a tober we 
reached the Republican, = hundred and thirty-four miles from Cantonment Leavenworth. 
This stream was called by the Kansas Indians Pa-ne-ne-tah, or Pawnee river. The river 
was twelve chains wide where we reached it, at a point near the present town of Clifton, in 
Washington county. to the south side, our course took us past near the present 
site of the town of Concordia. The terminus of our line, one hundred and fifty miles west 
of the initial points, was in what are now the limits of Smith county, = ithe top of a 

west of creek, not many miles from the present town of Cawker Ci 
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several guns last night and this morning to notify him where we 
were. 


Wednesday Jo Jim wounded a buffaloe, and others wounded 
Nov. 3d. another though neither could be found to day, and we 
have not time to stop to look after them tomorrow. Saw a flock of 
Antelopes. Old camping places of Indians seen. Encamped on a 
water of Solomon river.*? 


Thursday Saw two Buffaloes early—did not stop to look after them. 
Nov. 4 Saw a village of prarie dogs. Saw antelopes. In the 
evening saw five Buffaloes—wounded two, but had not time to 
follow them. Travelling in a small part of the country which had 
not been burnt, we were stopped by the fire. We set fire in self- 
defence, but had barely time to get our horses on to the small place 
we had burned in time to escape disaster from the approaching fires. 
For a while we were surrounded by flame, tho. not near enough to 
injure us, and enveloped in smoke. Encamped on a water of Solo- 
mon. 


Friday Completed the line of the outlet to 150 miles, and stopped. 
Nov. 5 For some days we have discovered that our horses were 
failing so fast, that we must soon return, or lose them all. We have 
therefore risen before day & made extraordinary efforts to accom- 
plish as much as possible while the horses could live. We are sure 
that we ought not to proceed further, and hope to get our horses 
back. We are beyond all Indian villages, and 50 miles, or more, into 
the country of Bufaloes— 

Fired on a flock of Antelopes. Passed another Village of Prarie 
dogs. I fired on one, anxious to examine him, but he disappeared in 
his hole. 

After we completed our survey, we turned on to a creek, and were 
looking for an encampment—the day calm & fair—when suddenly 
the atmosphere became darkened by a cloud of dust and ashes from 
the recently burnt Praries occasioned by a sudden wind from the 
north. It was not three minutes after I had first discovered its 
approach, before the sun was concealed, and the darkness so great, 
that I could not distinguish objects more than three or four times the 
length of my horse. The dust, sand, & ashes, were so dense that 
one appeared in danger of suffocation. The wind driving into ones 
eys seemed like destroying them. 


42. See “Ferries in Kansas, Part V—Solomon River,” The Kansas Historical Quarterly, 
v. 8, pp. 389-340. 
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I was more than a quarter of a mile from the pack-horses, with 
three men, only one of whom was immediately with me, when the 
storm commenced. Had I not feared that Calvin, with the horses 
and company, would continue to travel to reach me, and lose him- 
self, I should have sought a low place and concealed my face until 
the storm had somewhat abated. I led on my horse, having the man 
who was with me to whip him on, sought the bank of the creek on 
which I had left the horses and proceeded on it until I reached them. 
Calvin had prudently halted in a low place, and was waiting for 
the abatement of the storm. We had great difficulty in making our- 
selves tolerably comfortable. One tent was prostrated after it was 
pitched. Mine could scarcely be made to withstand the wind, by 
tieing to trees. 

The Doctor had taken three men and gone to examine some 
mineral hills. They sheltered for a while beneath a bank of the 
creek and about dusk reached our camp. 

The storm commenced sun three quarters of an hour high in the 
evening, and blew tremendously all night. It had abated a little by 
morning. The dust was most annoying at the commencement. 
There was no clouds over us. 

The termination of our line was about four miles north of Solomon 
river, in a district remarkable for minerals. Since we came into 
the vicinity of Republican, or Pawnee river, wood has been more 
scarce than previously. The creeks, however, are all wooded. Fuel 
would be sufficient for a considerable population—chiefly Elm, cot- 
tonwood, & willow near the rivers— farther from the rivers is more 
wood on the creeks, and of different kinds. 

Some of the country between Pawnee & Solomon is of limestone 
character—though stone scarce generally—assuming more & more 
of a level character as we proceed westward— Soil generally good 
—some rich—other of 2d. quality. Water not so plenty nor so good 
as east of Pawnee. 

We stopped 210 miles west of the State of Missouri. The country 
is habitable thus far. 


Saturday After a severe night, on us & our horses, which in addi- 
Nov. 6. tion to the wind and cold, were almost perishing with 
hunger, we set off as early as possible—the day freezing cold, and 
the wind excessive. Killed a poor Buffaloe on Solomon. Took a 
part of it. Searched much for grass. Travelled about 12 miles, and 
encamped on the north side of Solomon. Found a little spot not 
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burnt—food miserable, yet better than we have had for a while. 
Passed some very large encamping places of Indians some made the 
last summer, and others longer ago. Many buffaloe sculs were 
placed together at one of them. 


Sunday Remain in camp. Solomon is here about 70 yards wide, 
Nov. 7 now lowwater at present, where the current is brisk, say 
25 yards, shallow on ripples. Water transparent.—its shores, or 
rather sand beaches whitened with a deposit of salt, and in places, 
glauber salts. Glauber salts are deposited on the sand beaches of 
Pawnee river, & on the banks of [blank in MS.] creek where we 
terminated our survey. 

About half a mile above our camp is a salt spring which is a 
great natural curiosity. (See description on other side).** Fresh 
horse track seen, either Indians, or a wild horse is near. 


Monday We started early, & travelled till a half past three 
Nov. 8 oclock— Encamped on the south side of Solomon, 
poor grass. Killed a Deer. Passed where Indians had been en- 
camped hunting & trapping,—about 3, or 4 miles from where we had 
spent the two last nights. They had left there yesterday or early 
this morning—went towards Panee river. They had probably dis- 
covered us. Passed many old and large camps. Much sign of 
Bufaloe. 

We had proceeded about four miles a little east of S. east, when 
we again came into a limestone country. 
Tuesday Made about 22 miles and encamped near Solomon, crossed 
Nov.9 little of running water, which was salt. Killed a deer, 
& Badger. 


43. McCoy Ty! intended to add a description of the salt spring but failed to do so 


and there is on blank page in the Journal. However, he described it as follows in his 
History of Baptist Indian Missions, p. 411: “On the Solomon river, a middle branch of 
the Kauzau, is a salt spring, which is a great natural curiosity. About one hundred yards 
from the bank of the river, in an extensive level prairie, is a mound of stone, formed by a 
deep ravine which surrounds it; it is one hundred and seventy yards in circumference at its 
base, and it rises above the bottom of the ravine thirty feet, and is level on the top, with a 
diameter of one hundred and twenty feet. The ravine, on one side, is about forty yards 
wide, and on the other ten. The summit of the mound is about a foot and a half higher 
than the adjacent plain. No stone of any kind is seen in the vicinity of the place, except 
that which composes the mound, which appears to be a secondary, shelly, and porous lime- 
The sides of the mound, being stone, form a striking contrast with the outer bank 
of the ravine, which is only earth. The salt water forms a stagnant pool in the centre of the 
mound, fifty-five feet in diameter, and rising to a perfect level with the summit, so that a 
wind from any quarter causes the water to run over the opposite side of the basin. ‘About 
— up one side issues salt water, which runs off in a small rivulet into Solomon river. 
Along this rivulet, and generally on the sides of the mound, salt is chrystallized in such 
a that it might be collected for use. The pool on the top is deep. Solomon river is, 
pa the Kauzaus, called Nepaholla—meaning, ar « on the hill—and derives its name from 
is fountain; but the fountain itself is by them called Ne Woh’k6n’daga—that is, ‘Spirit 
water.’ The Kauzaus, Pawnees, and other tribes, in pa a this spring, usually throw 
into it, as a kind of conjuring charm, some small article of Waconda, or Great Spirit 
Spring, is about two and one half miles southwest of present Canter City in Mitchell county. 
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Wednesday Traveled east about nine miles, and then ten miles 
Nov. 10 E. S. E. Encamped on a water of Solomon (as sup- 
posed) Killed two deer & a badger. No limestone for 12 miles 
back—occasionally mounds & hill sides of iron looking sand stone. 
Soil good, for a few miles back resting upon sand of white & red 
colour, so that banks resembled an old lime kiln. 


Thursday So foggy that we could not see from one end of the line 
Nov.11 of company to the other. Set pocket compass, my son 
before, and I in the rear would observe the variation from the true 
course by the bend of our line. Often stopped to notice the compass. 
Finding this troublesome, and that the wind blew pretty constantly 
the same direction, I tied a ribbond to the end of my riding stick, 
and guided by the direction of the flag proceeded east until after 
noon, then bore southeast down Nishcoba—or Deep water.** Fell 
in with a flock of about 70 Elks. Killed three, and encamped on 
Deepwater. 


Friday Travelled Southeastwardly down Nishcoba, and en- 
Nov. 12 camped on its south bank. We had intended to have 
travelled east from Solomon, until we fell in with Panie river, & 


made two attempts, but found that we should be thrown on to the 
smaller branches of streams, where we could find less food for our 
horses. Saw many elks. Killed a deer. Four Kanzas came to our 
camp & remained thro the night. 


Saturday Last night we had rain. The country here is moist, and 
Nov. 13 consequently more pleasant to us, & better for the horses. 
Left Deepwater—travelled east—reached Panee river about one— 
proceeded down it east, and encamped on the point near the Junc- 
tion of Panee & Smokey hill rivers. A horse tired and was left be- 
hind. Five Kanzas came to us and spent the night. Almost every 
place burnt over. Little food for our horses. 


Sunday Remain in camp. Found & brot. in the tired horse. Put 
Nov. 14 —_ our horses on to the south side of Smokyhill river, where 
we found a spot of bottom land not burnt. An old Kanza came to 
camp, & staid most of the day. 


Monday Crossed Republican river, & proceeded down Kanza on 
Nov. 15 the north side. Two Indians, one an old man, overtook 
us running, in high state of perspiration, said a great company, re- 
turning from their Buffaloe hunt, had come to our camp since we 


44. Chapman creek, flowing into the Smoky Hill river near present Chapman, Dickinson 
county. 
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started, and these two had run after us (some three or four miles) 
to speak to us, & to get a little tobacco. We gave them some, & left 
them. A horse tired. Left two men to bring him on, who reached 
camp before dark. Encamped near Kanza river. 


Tuesday Branded our tired horse with a stirrip iron, and left him 
Nov. 16 at camp. Encamped on Black paint creek, near an en- 
campment of Indians, one of whom I hired to go and bring on, if he 
could, the tired horse to the Kanza agency. 


Wednesday Met several Kanza hunters—give all we meet a little 
Nov. 17 tobacco. Encamped on Kageshingah, on crossing erk. 


Thursday Encamped on a small creek near Kanza river. 
Nov. 18 


Friday Reached the Kanza agency. Obtained corn for our 
Nov.19 hungry and poor horses— spoke to Clark, the Agent 
respecting a school, &c. for the Kanzas— Made no definite arrange- 
ment. Clark promised to receive the tired horse. 


Saturday Messrs. McCallister & Johnson, Methodist preachers, ar- 
Nov.20 rived last night. They purpose establishing a school &c. 


among the Kanzas. They, or, some others of that society had been 
here previously. I knew nothing of their intentions until since I 
spoke to Clark yesterday. They have, also, a few days since, made 
proposals to the Shawanoes to furnish them with a school, &c. I 
told them that our Society had made formal proposals to the Sec. 
War, a year and a half ago, to establish a mission among the 
Kanzas. Also, that I had spoken to the Shawanoes on my way up, 
& expected to receive their answer on my way down. But, I wished 
not to throw any obstacle in their way. They united in supposing 
there would be no disagreeing between them and us—manifested 
no solicitude about our propositions, and spake with a good deal of 
confidence relative to carrying forward their propositions. I think 
they will not likely do much for the Kanzas. Their circumstances 
are such as to require the exercise of faith & patient perseverance, 
in labourious, and often discouraging operations, rather beyond 
what we can expect from that denomination.* 


45. Two Methodist missions were established in what is now Kansas in 1830. The Shaw- 
nee Methodist mission was located near present Turner, wyenteme county. It was moved 
to present Johnson county in 1839. Thomas Johnson was the first missionary. His brother, 
William Johnson, was the first Methodist missionary to the Kansas Indians and evidence 
supports the theory that he began his work among them at the Kansas agency. Marston 
G. Clark, U. S. subagent at the Kansas agency wrote from that place to U. S. Indian Super- 
intendent William Clark on November 21, 1830: “. . . Mr. McAllister & Mr. Johnson 
and myself have selected a site for a school house near the Agency. Those gentlemen 7 
their school operations will commence at this place in a very short time. I am pleased wit 
those gentlemen, and their views on the subject of teaching Indian children.’”"—U. 8. Indian 
Superintendency MSS., v. 6, pp. 78, 79. 
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I left the Doctor to bring on the horses and company generally 
by way of the garrison, where we have business, after he shall have 
rested and recruited the horses two or three days, and Calvin & I 
set out by way of Shawanoe Agency, taking two of the stronger of 
our horses. We had rain—no tent—fixed up a blanket, which parti- 
ally sheltered us. No grass for our horses—had corn brot. with us 
from the agency. 


Sunday = Passed the new settlement forming by the Delawares on 
Nov.21 their land. Spent a few minutes with Anderson, their 
aged principal Chief. He, and his people are much pleased with 
their new country, as he declared to me. Govt. has not assisted in 
removal. They, anxious to come set out upon their own resources. 
Most of the tribe have either arrived, or are on the road. All will 
be here in the Spring. There is much difficulty, and some scolding 
among the agents, & superintendent, &c. about furnishing the Dela- 
wares. Some hopes had been entertained of profitable business in 
removing them, that are disappointed, now the Indians have re- 
moved themselves. Govt. has not furnished provisions, except to a 
very small amount, and nothing will be done by the Sec. War, or 
the superintendent until I make my report, and an appropriation be 
made by Congress for expenses of that concern. 


Monday Agreeably to my promise gave notice to the Shawanoes 
Nov. 22 that as they recollected what had passed as we went out, 
and as I had then promised to call on them on my return, I had done 
so—because I was the same man every day. If they had any thing 
to say to me, I was there ready to hear. Only Cornstalk & Perry 
were present—the others were absent from their villages. 

They replied that, since I had passed Mr. Johnson—(the Method- 
ist) had offered them a school, &c. They had answered him, that 
schools had been offered them repeatedly. They could not accept 
all—for there would not be room for them. They had been pleased 
with the talk I had given them relative to the manner of conducting 
schools, &c. and I had long been experienced in Indian matters, and 
they had therefore determined to accept of my offer. (This was 
not the time that the agent, Cummins, spoke to them for the Method- 
ists, to whom they gave a similar answer.) They then said to me 
we are pleased with your views of the subject, and with your prop- 
osition, and cannot do otherwise than accept your offer— We do 
now accept it, & that matter is settled.** 

46. There seems to have been a lack of agreement among the Indians themselves on 


the subject of the proposed mission; also a tendency to accept the — of the last one 
to solicit their consent. Richard Cummins, Indian agent, Delaware & Shawnee agency, wrote 
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Major Campbell, the subagent—in whose house we were, and who 
is my particular friend on this business, was transported with glad- 
ness that these two Chiefs had so cordially agreed to have a school, 
&c. Fish, and others were known to be friendly, and no unwilling- 
ness had been feared except from these two Chiefs. Campbell gave 
them his hand, and a present. I must now look out for missionaries 
& means, to build up affairs here, as soon as possible. May the Lord 
provide! 

Sister Shane is sick—thinks she will not live long—has lately been 
very unwell,—wept freely when I conversed with her—said in her 
severe illness, she desired greatly to see me once more in the world, 
and now her requests had been granted. She did not fear to die, &c. 
Sick as she was she manifested a laudable solicitude for the estab- 
lishing of a mission among the Shawanoes. 

I made myself acquainted with the agency difficulties relative to 
the removal, and the provisioning of the Delawares, and promised 
to be the friend of Campbell on this, and some other Indian mat- 
ters, when I should go to Washington. I also promised to attend to 
some of Shane’s requests. Left Campbell’s at 2 o’clock P. M. and 
lodged in Independence. 


Tuesday, Nov. 23, at 8 o’clock P. M. slept at Young’s— Wed- 
nesday, 24 slept at Davis’, and on Thursday, Nov. 25, at 8 o’clock 
P. M. entered the dear circle of my family. For favours to them, 
and to us who have been absent, let me again erect an Ebenezer.— 
I was absent One hundred and two days. 


to U. S. Indian Superintendent William Clark on January 13, 1831: “I have the satisfaction 
to state to you, that agreeable to your wishes expressive in a letter dated the 8th Nov. 1830, 
handed me by the Rev. Mr. McAllister & Thos. Johnson who were appointed to establish 
a school omeng the Shawnee Indians, that we have been able to get the consent of the 
Chiefs to establish a school among what is called Fish’s or Jackson’s band. The managers 
of the institution intend instructing the Indian children the arts of mechanism as well as 
that of literature. Mr. Johnson is at this time making arrangements, and I think shortly 
after the winter breaks will have the school in operation. I have great hope, that after this 
school is got into operation, the Indians within my Agency will not be so much opposed to 
complying with the wishes of the Government, in the arts of civilization.”—U. 8. Indian 
Superintendency MSS., v. 6, p. 96. 





Ferries in Kansas 


PART XI—GREAT NEMAHA RIVER 
Grorce A. Roor 

HE Great Nemaha river is formed by two branches—the north- 

ern and longer rising in Panama township, Lancaster county, 
Nebraska, in T. 7 N., and R. 8 E. The stream’s course is to the 
southeast, through the northeast corner of Pawnee county, through 
Richardson county towards the southeast and east, where it is 
joined by the south branch. The Kansas branch (south fork) is 
formed by the junction of Hickory and Tennessee creeks in Nemaha 
county, which unite at a point about two miles south of Seneca, and 
flow northward slightly to the east of Seneca, past the village of 
Taylor Rapids and on into Nebraska, at a point near the eastern 
boundary of Range 13 E. The northern branch is joined in Richard- 
son county, at the eastern edge of the city of Salem. From there the 
Great Nemaha flows in a slightly southeastern direction for about 
thirty miles to reach a point about fourteen miles east of the junc- 
tion of its two branches, and then crosses the Kansas line three 
separate times within a space of about two miles, near the north- 
east corner of S. 5, T. 1, R. 18 E., on the old Diminished Iowa 
Indian reservation. From there the stream continues to the north 
and east for about five miles to join the Missouri river at a point 
about two miles north of the Kansas-Nebraska boundary.! The 
south branch of the river is approximately fifty miles in length, 
while the larger one is about 150 miles long. The Great Nemaha 
usually has a brisk current. It is broken at convenient intervals by 
rapids, which generally fall over rocks, and has sufficient fall to 
furnish power for milling purposes if dammed or otherwise con- 
trolled. The same can be said of nearly all its tributaries.” 

The earliest mention of the river we have discovered is in the ac- 
count of S. H. Long’s expedition, in 1818-1820, in which it is spoken 
of as the Great Nemahaw.* Prince Maximilian, in the account of 
his travels, mentions the stream as the Great Nemawha.* Father 
Paul J. DeSmet, in his Letters and Sketches, mentions the stream 
in 1841-1842.5 The word “nemaha” in the Otoe language signifies 

1. Everts & Kirk, Atlas of Nebraska. Everts, Atlas of Kansas. 

2. Parker, Kansas and Nebraska Handbook, p. 143. 
$8. Thwaites, Early Western Travels, v. 15, p. 132. 
4 
5 


. Ibid., v. 24, p. 110. 
. Ibid., v. 27, p. 227. 
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“water of cultivation,” “ne,” meaning water; “maha,” denoting 
planting or cultivation.® 

Very little is found in Kansas documentary history relating to 
ferries on the Great Nemaha, but from scattered data it is evident 
that an early-day trader named Roy or LeRoy operated the first 
ferry. George J. Remsburg, in a sketch of the Nemaha river, says 
that this early-day trader was John Baptiste LeRoy, of French- 
Canadian parentage, and originally from the French settlements in 
Illinois. The town of LeRoy, IIl., was named for the family. LeRoy 
was an interpreter for the Iowas, Sacs and Foxes, and also a trader 
with them, and it is thought that he may have come with the 
Indians in 1837. Their reservation embraced portions of what is 
now Brown and Doniphan counties, Kansas, and Richardson county, 
Nebraska. LeRoy married an Iowa woman and established him- 
self on the Nemaha river near the mouth of the creek that bears his 
name. It is thought that he died among the Indians, living near 
St. Joseph, Mo., as a small stream coming out of the Blacksnake 
Hills south of that city is still known as Roy’s Branch. 

LeRoy had a trading establishment near the mouth of Roy’s creek, 
in Brown county. It stood on the side of a hill overlooking both 
streams. His ferry was close to the north line of the state. This 
locality was probably the scene of a sanguinary battle between the 
Iowas and Otoes on one side and the Pawnees on the other. Mark E. 
Zimmerman, of White Cloud, learned of this battle from members 
of the Iowa tribe. To the Iowas the Nemaha Roy’s creek site is 
known as the “Old Pawnee Village.” It is thought to have been oc- 
cupied as early as 1765. 

Roy’s ferry was located on a much-traveled route, and there must 
have been some sort of a crossing here at the time Kansas territory 
was created, for the first session of the territorial legislature estab- 
lished roads leading to that locality. It is said that most of the 
residents of this locality did their trading at Rulo, Neb. 

In 1860, John W. Foreman and D. Vanderslice were granted 
authority by the territorial legislature to maintain a ferry across 
the Great Nemaha at a point near Elisha’s creek. This act gave 
them a fifteen-year privilege for two miles above and two miles be- 
low.?. No further history of this enterprise has been located. 

Territorial roads had been established leading to the site of Roy’s 
ferry as early as 1855, the first starting from the Wyandotte ferry 


6. Ibid., v. 15, p. 182. 


7. Private Laws, Kansas, 1860, special session, p. 288. House Journal, 1860, special ses- 
sion, p. 461. Council Journal, 1860, special session, pp. 521, 588, 539. 
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on the Kansas river, and running by way of Delaware, Leavenworth, 
Kickapoo, Port William, Doniphan, Iola, and Iowa Point, to a 
point on the Kansas-Nebraska line, opposite Roy’s ferry on the 
Great Nemaha.® Another ran from Doniphan to the Kansas-Neb- 
raska line, via Roy’s ferry to Iowa Point. James F. Foreman, 
Charles Blakesley and 8. G. Fish were named as commissioners to 
view and mark out this thoroughfare.® Another road was pro- 
jected by this same legislature, to start from a point opposite St. 
Joseph, Mo., via Whitehead, Great Nemaha agency, to Cramer’s 
crossing of the Great Nemaha river, but apparently failed of pas- 
sage.?° 

So far as is known this is the extent of ferrying on the Great 
Nemaha river in Kansas. 

In the preparation of this story the writer has drawn heavily on 
newspaper articles written about the Great Nemaha river by George 
J. Remsburg. 

8. General Statutes, Kansas, 1855, pp. 950, 951, 954. 


9. Laws, 1857, p. 186. 
10. House Journal, 1857, p. 46. Council Journal, 1857, pp. 80, 89, 111, 112, 119. 





Letters of a Kansas Pioneer 
1855-1860 


(Concluded) 
Tuomas C. WELLS 
Manhattan, K. T. Jany 3d, 1858. 


My Dear Mother, 

RECEIVED you letter of 6th, ult. with pleasure, about ten days 

ago. I am glad to hear that you have a new minister settled in 
Peacedale & Kingston and that you like him so well. I hope he will 
be a man that will wear well, it is too frequently the case that a 
minister is liked, admired and applauded for a few Sabbaths, until 
the novelty is worn off, and then he is regarded as commonplace, dis- 
liked and perhaps scandalized, until he comes to the conclusion that 
he is doing little or no good in his present situation, asks for a dis- 
mission, and leaves the church to hunt another pastor. I would like 
to have father write as often as he can, but I do not know by what 
process of reasoning, you came to the conclusion that your “letters 
are not very interesting.” I am sure I have never written anything 
that ought to lead you to think so, and, indeed, I do not think so. 
I can certainly give you the credit of being a good correspondent; 
you answer more punctually and generally write fuller letters than 
any other correspondent that I have. I hope you will continue to 
do the same. 

It costs no more to send a letter to Kansas than to Kingston, and 
if you cannot write a long letter and make it interesting, we are 
glad to get a short one. 

We had no public thanksgiving in Kansas. You would have liked 
it no better than we should have done, to have had “all your chil- 
dren” there on Thanksgiving day. 

You ask my opinion about fathers building in Wakefield; I will 
give it and you may take it for what it is worth. No, not at pres- 
ent; and I will give my reasons. In the first place you are now very 
comfortably situated as you are. it will be time enough to build 
when you leave the bank, and then you may be better able to do so; 
you might hire a tenement while building. Secondly, I would advise 
no man to build a house if obliged to run largely in debt in order to 
finish it; better hire than do that; make your money before you 
spend it, is a good motto. Thirdly if you put all the money that 
you have, and more too, into a house, and then leave the bank I do 
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not see how you are a going to live; you will have nothing laid by 
for a rainy day, and nothing to do any kind of business upon at 
present. If my reasoning is not good please give me better reasons 
to the contrary, and oblige. 

No one, certainly, would rejoice more to have father settled in a 
home of his own, free from debt and embarrassment, and in a fair 
way to get a comfortable living, than myself; but, really, if he 
leaves the bank I do not see how he can do so in Wakefield. 

He certainly would not attempt to live by farming or gardening 
in W., he would have ten chances of success here to one there, at 
that kind of business. What would he do? I would have written 
in the same strain if J had been in any other part of the country 
than Kansas, even if I were living in W. I think I should have said 
substantially the same. Nevertheless, I did hope that if father 
ever left the bank you would all come and live near us. I would 
not advise you to move here just now. Wait and see what congress 
does for us this winter, and if our troubles are amicably settled I 
would like to have father come and make us a visit in the spring, 
and see the country for himself, he can then decide whether it would 
be wise to come here with his family. And now I will just state 
what appear to me, to be some of the advantages you would have 
in coming here instead of staying in W. You would be near at least 
one of your sons and his wife, whom I doubt not you would like as 
a daughter. You will have forty acres of good land, near a market 
(which I have already offered you) to commence upon. If you 
intend to get your living by farming you will have the benefit of my 
experience of two or three years which is certainly worth something 
and you would have to expend less, for a team and farming imple- 
ments than you would in any other place as we could to some extent 
use the same. You could live with us until you could build a house 
for yourself. Being freed in a great measure from the demands of 
fashion, and the customs of a too aristocratic and extravagant east, 
your wants would be less, and you could live more simply and 
cheaply, yet no less comfortably, and not lose caste in the best of 
society around you. For the same reason I have written briefly &, 
I think, to the point, and with the feelings, if not the show of kind- 
ness and respect. 
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Manhattan, K. T. Feby 27th, 1858. 
My Dear Mother 

I have just finished writing a letter to Lizzie and will now com- 
mence one to you. We were very glad to get your last, began to 
think you were putting off writing a long time, and think it about 
time we heard from you again. Should have written this, in answer 
to your last, before, had I not just written to Herbert. Why do 
you most always put “Susy” in quotation marks when you write of 
Lizzie’s little girl? Do you wish to hint of another “Susy” to me? 
Perhaps you think I would have done well to have tried to get her 
for my wife; perhaps I should, but I don’t think so. I am well satis- 
fied with the one that I have, and I think you would like her well if 
you were acquainted with her. I hope you may be sometime. I 
have never had reason to regret being married to her, and surely I 
have had time to get acquainted, now. I cannot help laughing when 
I think of my being uncle and you grandmother &c., it seems odd 
enough. I hope Henry will not confine himself so closely to his 
business as to injure his health, that is worth more thax money. We 
hear from him every few months. We too have had a very mild 
and pleasant winter, but not so warm as the papers state that it has 
been in the east, so that flowers will bloom out of doors, we do not 
want it so warm as that in the winter, it cannot be healthy. Am 
glad to hear that the people continue to like Mr. Brown. What 
kind of a minister is Albert Palmer? Why does not Theodore write 
us? Does he improve any at school? 

I am sorry that you and Herbert have been so much troubled 
with colds and coughs, you ought to be careful; that is the frequent 
cause and commencement of consumption. You had better come 
out here and live. I will warrant that you would not be much 
troubled with colds in this country. Glad to hear that father is so 
well. I thought from what you wrote that he was going to write 
soon and have been expecting a letter from him every week but none 
has come yet. I thought “Susy” and Atmore were pretty good 
friends before I left R. I. “Things looked like it” then. I did think 
from what you wrote that father thought of leaving the bank 
soon if he built a house in W. If he is really determined to spend 
the remainder of his days in W. and can build a house on his land 
without running in debt for it, perhaps it is the best thing that he 
can do. It would certainly be much pleasanter for him to have a 
home of his own, and as you say he could cultivate his land much 
more proffitably. 
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I have got any quantity of work to do this spring. Twenty five 
acres to plow and plant, a mile and three quarters of fence to build, 
&c. &c. The first two or three years are always pretty hard in a 
new country, but it is getting old very fast. It is nothing like what 
it was two years ago. (Feby 28th.) We are anxiously waiting to 
know what Congress will do in refference to Kansas at this session. 
The Lecompton Constitution, if confirmed by congress, will never be 
submitted to by the people of Kansas, civil war first. If Calhoun 
gives certifficates of election to the free state officers elected on 4th 
of Jany under that Constitution all may be right even if that 
swindle passes congress, for they will all of them immediately resign 
and leave the thing dead, without an executive department, and a 
new constitution formed by the people will be put in operation. We 
do not despair of a free state yet. The people of Kansas will not be 
the slaves of the administration or the South. There are wise heads 
here as well as in Washington and the plans of the slave power for 
our subjugation will be thwarted, peaceably if they can be, forceably 
if they must—at all events Kansas must be free. 

Ella joins with me in sending love and hopes father will come and 
see us. 

Do write often as you can and tell us how you all are &c. &c. 

Yours very truly 
Thomas C. Wells 


Dear parents, Manhattan, K. T. Mar. 13th 1858. 

I received a letter from Mother yesterday morning and hasten to 
reply. 

We were indeed surprised to hear that Theodore was in Beloit, it 
was entirely news to us. I hope it will prove to be a good move for 
him. It does seem most too bad that he should be obliged to leave 
school. 

I am glad that Mr. Brown is the means of doing so much good, 
and that there is so much religious interest manifested in the socie- 
ties over which he is pastor. I think it was unkind in you to write 
what you did about “five children” and as soon as they were old 
enough to be useful and to be company for you, if one should go to 
Europe, another to Africa &c., “you would then know how good it 
is.” Would it please you better to have me come to R. I. and suffer 
with some disease of the lungs and die, than to remain in Kansas 
and enjoy excellent helth? I know that you would not have me do 
so. Were I sure that I should enjoy good health, in the east, I 
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would sell out tonight if I had opportunity and come and settle near 
you; indeed, I would not have remained here so long as I have, 
would not have come back at all the last time did I not feel that 
justice to myself demanded it. 

Wife and I, both of us frequently mourn that we are so far away 
from all our relations and would be glad to live nearer to them, but 
dare not on account of my health. 

We have very good society here and we are pleasantly situated 
and like the country very much, and were you and some of Ella’s 
friends out here would have no wish to leave. 

Had I remained in R. I. I do not believe that I should be living 
now, and I dare not go back there to live, but as I could not do that 
I have done the next best thing that I could. I have tried my best 
to have you come and live near us. I have offered to pay father’s 
expenses back, if he should come to see the country and not like it, 
have offered him land if he would come here and live, and to share 
my house with him until he could build one for himself; and he has 
not taken any notice of my propositions, made no reply to my 
letter. I do not think it is kind in him to do thus. I hope to get a 
letter from him soon. 

You did not say that you were glad or sorry to get Ella’s likeness, 
I would not have had it sent you did I not think you would like to 
have it. We would be very glad to have your likenesses. Will you 
not send them to us? 

It was rainy this morning and I drew a plat of some of the sec- 
tions near me and marked the names of the claim-holders on it, for 
father. I know about where a good many others live, but cannot 
tell exactly what quarter section they are on. I have written the 
names of a few that I am not certain about with pencil In the 
township east of me the red dotted lines indicate fractions and I do 
not know just what lots the claimants hold, where I have written 
their names with a pencil; they have a right to take four forty acre 
lots, in any shape they choose, if they are contiguous to each other. 
Manhattan city proper comprises those lots that I have marked thus 
(1) but the corporation extends one mile and three quarters north of 
the Kansas on the township line, and from thence directly east to 
the Blue river including all between those lines and the river. All 
the claim holders within the corporation have to pay a corporation 
tax of course. March 14th. The lines are so faint on this paper 
that I cannot see to follow them by candle light, but I think you 
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can read what I have written, and I will not attempt to write it 
over again. 

I will send you several copies of the minutes of the General 
Association of Congregational Ministers and Churches in Kansas. 

It is quite warm here now and some of our farmers have com- 
menced plowing—I shall commence, soon. Ella is not very well, she 
frequently expresses the wish that father would come and see us, 
and that some of my folks or her folks or both would come and 
settle near us. 

Do write often. You do not know how much we enjoy a letter 
from home. Yours truly and affectionately 

Thomas C. Wells 


Manhattan, K. T. May 22/58 
My dear father & mother, 

I received your long letter, mailed Apr. 3d, two or three weeks 
ago, and shall endeavor to answer it, as nearly as may be, in the 
order in which it was written. You must not think that I am pro- 
voked, or angry, or even “spunky” because I have not answered it 
before, the truth is that I have been so very busy, plowing, planting 
&c that I have not been able to find time to write. Neither do I 
expect father to leave his business often to write me a long letter, 
but I have thought that he might frequently add a few words to 
mother’s letters, without spending a great deal of time to the neglect 
of other duties. 

What mother wrote about “the children all going away” &c. was 
written as “your father says” &c as though he would have me feel 
that it was unkind in me to leave you and go so far away, how- 
ever I am satisfied from his letter that he does not blame me for so 
doing. 

I was not aware that I was usually very “sensative at any re- 
mark in mother’s letters.” I know that mother has “many cares,” 
and that she does not generally enjoy very good health, though I 
was not aware that it had been unusually poor “for six months past” 
and am sorry to hear it, and I do not wonder that, sometimes, when 
sick or tired, or low spirited she should write things which she 
would not at another time, things which would convey false im- 
pressions, and that she should omit to speak of things that she had 
intended to notice; I would not blame her in the least for this, 
I doubtless do the same things myself, and for like reasons; you 
do not seem to have considered that I have a great deal to do, 
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work hard, and frequently get very tired, am sometimes most sick, 
and once in a while though seldom feel a little “blue.” You must 
remember too that I cannot always tell just what feelings may 
prompt a certain expression in your letters. I frequently mention 
things that I notice in your letters, which I do not understand or do 
not like, in order that you may explain if you feel disposed, and 
when you see anything objectionable in my letters I expect you to 
do the same. 

As for writing a “blow up” or being “spunky” or anything of that 
sort it was farthest from my thoughts and I hope you will so con- 
sider it. The hardest expression that I have used in writing home 
was “unkind” and I know not how I could have used a milder term 
and expressed my feelings. Perhaps if either of you had at my age 
been obliged to leave home and be separated so far from your 
parents, you would have mourned over the necessity as much as I, 
and after thinking over every plan that might suggest itself for 
getting them to settle near you should at last make a proposition 
to them which you thought it posible might be excepted, perhaps I 
say, you would have thought it a little “unkind” if when they 
answered your letter they did not even notice your proposition. I 
am willing to think, however, that the neglect to notice was un- 
intentional and pass it by. 

I give mother the credit of being generally a very good cor- 
respondent and have wondered, sometimes, that she should write so 
long and so interesting letters as she has done and I hope will con- 
tinue to do. If she sees anything that she does not like in my let- 
ters I hope she will mention it and I assure you I shall take it most 
kindly. I do wish I could see you both and talk with you. I hope 
I shall be able to make a visit east with Ella before many years but 
hope first that some way will be provided so that father can come 
and make us a visit in Kansas. Perhaps if Henry goes home as he 
talks of doing, he will, if nothing more, take charge of the bank 
long enough for father to make such a visit next fall. I am very 
glad father wrote me what he did about his purchases of house, 
land &c. I like to know how he gets along, and if he cannot make 
up his mind to come to Kansas and live am glad he has the prospect 
of a pleasant home in Wakefield, and that too without running in 
debt for it. 

If you (father) wish to sell that lot in Kingston, we will sign the 
deed, of course, and you may apply one tenth, or less if you think 
that too much, to my notes at Bank. I would be glad to pay those 
notes but times are hard, it takes a good deal of money to get the 
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necessaries of life, make improvements on my farm &c., and I 
would rather sell the stock, if the notes must be paid soon, than 
send the money from Kansas. As to what I wrote about Ella’s 
dagueratype (by the way we had a copy of it sent us and I think it 
looks no more like her than I do—it was taken several years ago.) 
I did it more than any thing else for the purpose of finding out how 
you felt toward Ella. I had reason to fear, not from anything in 
your letters alone, however, that you and other eastern friends, had 
obtained an unfavorable opinion of her, although it had not, of 
course, been told me so in so many words. I am glad to learn that 
I was mistaken. I hope you will have an opportunity to become 
acquainted with her some time and have no doubt but that you will 
like her well. If ever I see you I will tell you the reason of my fears. 
Whatever idea you may have got from my letters I do not think 
that mother does not love Theodore, but I have feared that she did 
not show that love in such a way as to lead Theodore to feel it. I 
judged thus from T’s letters to me before he went to Kingston to 
school. He wrote me that he could not stay at home, he wanted to 
go away some where, and would do so if he had to run away, and 
he wanted me to send him money that he might come to K, and he 
would pay me in work; That of course I would not do without 
your approval. I discouraged the feelings of discontent that he 
manifested, urged him to be a better boy, and try to obey and 
please you both as much as possible, and I did not doubt but that 
he would be far happier and find that you were interested in him 
and loved him. I wrote so strongly and scolded him so for think- 
ing of running away, that he has not written us since, until very 
recently, since he has been in B. Theodore wrote me confidentially, 
and I hope you will not say anything about this to him, I think 
he feels differently now. As for the reason that T. left K., I 
acknowledge that I did get “tried” with him, and that he needed a 
“father’s care” and I could not “afford” to keep him unless he 
showed more interest in my affairs, but still I should have tried to 
get along with him, and would not have sent him home for any of 
these things, he went of his own accord, and said that he did not 
like to have father alone and wanted to go and help him. Yet I 
thought then and so did others, that one, if not the great reason of 
his going was because he was homesick. (May 23d 

As to what I wrote about “Susy,” I can scarcely help laughing, 
and yet I feel sorry that mother should take it so much to heart. 
I did not think of giving offence. I had noticed, that whenever 
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Mother wrote of Susy Cross, she always put “Susy” in quotation 
marks, and very naturally wondered what was the reason. I 
know that Susy Watson and I were always good friends in the 
east, and are now for aught I know, and I supposed that mother 
had done so as a kind of joke on me; I did not suppose that she 
wished to offend me, and I am sure she did not. Mother has not, 
however, given me any light on the subject and I am more curious 
than ever to know why she thus wrote “Susy.” 

Though as mother says, I “do not need letters to cheer me up” 
so much as when I first came to K. yet I feel as much interested 
to know how you all get along at home as I did then, and look for 
a letter from you now as anxiously and read it as eagerly, I think 
as I did then. As for criticising your letters I was not aware that 
I did so, any more than those of my other correspondents, I am 
sorry if I have written anything that has unnecessarily occasioned 
any bad feelings. I am glad to hear that you have a cow. I 
know you will enjoy it. I do not know how we could get along 
without one. Much obliged for the pepper seeds. Thank you, 
mother, for offering to write Ella how to make mangoes, &c. it will 
not be necessary however. You may write if you please how you 
make what you call “fritters.” 

I hear through Henry that Lizzie has another daughter, think 
she is doing up business pretty fast—two children in two years and 
a quarter. How is Saml getting along in his business now? I have 
not heard from them directly in some time. I hear nothing from 
the Lyme people yet. I wrote a letter to grandmother Johnson 
about two months ago. Am sorry to hear that she hurt her back a 
while ago. 

Professor Smyth of Bowdoin College Maine preached at Man- 
hattan this morning. He gave us a very good sermon from the 
text, Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no Physician there. 

Ella has got a letter from the M. E. Church and is going to unite 
with the Church of which I am a member. She does this entirely 
of her own accord, without any urging or persuading on my part. 
It will be pleasanter and better for us both I think to be members of 
the same Church. Had a letter from Amos not very long ago—also 
one from Dr Clarke. 

And now my dear parents I must close. Hope there will be no 
occasion for the shedding of any more tears over my letters. If 
I do write any thing that displeases you, do write plainly about it 
immediately, and not wait until you get a large stock of grievances 
on hand. 
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With best wishes for your happiness in this world and the next I 
remain as ever 
Yours truly & affectionately 
Thomas C. Wells 


Ella sends love and hopes you may come and see us. We are both 
pretty well now. Hope to hear that mother is better when you write 
again. Do write often. 

Our ink is so miserable that I cannot write a decent letter. 


Manhattan, July 8th, 1858. 
My dear Mother, 

I received a letter from you yesterday and hasten to answer it. 
I had begun to think my old friends had all forsaken me, as I had 
not heard a word from home for two and one half months and it is 
two months at least, I should think, since Lizzie, Henry or Theodore 
have written me. I received a letter from Grandmother Johnson 
and aunt Mariann about three weeks ago which I will endeavor to 
answer soon. I am always glad to hear from them, and from home 
and indeed from all my friends. 

Have you received my last two letters one written Apr 21st and 
the other about three weeks before? Ella thinks it was in my last 
that I asked you how to make fritters if that is so you must have 
received it. Much obliged for the receipts. I am glad Mr. Brown 
is liked so well and that his labors are so highly blessed in the con- 
version of souls. Wish we might have a revival here. I believe 
only one person has united with our church since it was organized, 
I mean by profession. 

I thought by Henry’s last letter that he would be home before 
this time and was in hopes that he would get initiated, so that he 
could take charge of the bank and let father come and make us a 
visit this fall. By the way, you wrote nothing about father; Is he 
well, and how does he get along improving his land? How is your 
health now? better I hope. The “man” that called to see you “from 
Kansas” was Mr Peleg Westcott, I wonder whether he will come 
here again. he has a pretty good claim and would have brought his 
family here long ago if he could have sold property that he had in 
R. I. without too much sacrifice. What has Mr. Stedman been out 
west for? his health? or on business? Wish he had come far 
enough to see us. How did you like Whitinsville and the people 
there? Have you had any garden vegetables yet? We have had 
new potatoes, beets, and beans and had peas, turnips and radishes 
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in June. Our garden looks finely now, and we shall have summer 
squashes and cucumbers in a week or two. Ella has quite a flower 
garden this summer. My sweet potatoes are doing very well. I 
do not remember whether I wrote you that I had some or not. 
How is Lizzie now? have you heard from her lately? and how does 
Samuel get along in his business? Does Bertie go to school now? 
I suppose he has got to be quite a large boy; he has not written us 
in a long time. Does Theodore like [it] in Beloit as well as ever? 

We heard a speech from Ex. Gov. Stanton yesterday; he gave us 
a very good speech, very strong anti Lecompton. He is a fine look- 
ing man. The Steamboat Minie Belle* has made two trips to Man- 
hattan this Summer—expect her up again soon. We have a daily 
mail now. 

Corn and grain look finely; some farmers think they will get 
forty bushels of wheat to the acre. I never saw corn grow as it has 
this year. 

We have a little pet prairie squirrel, you know I sent you one or 
two skins, he is real pretty. We have over a hundred this years 
chickens. Have a first rate cow, she gave milk over a year, gave 
nearly seven quarts a day within five weeks of the time she calved. 
We have picked about three quarts of wild raspberries this summer; 
they were real nice. 

Have commenced building the Congregational Church, hope to 
have it ready for use before winter. 

What kind of weather have you had this summer. The ther- 
mometer was up to 106° in the shade one or two days in June but 
we did not mind that more than you would 95° in the east. What 
did you do on the 4th? We went and picked raspberries. 

We are both pretty well. Ella sends love. Hope you will write 
often Yours very truly 

Thomas C. Wells 


My dear Mother, Manhattan Feb. 24th 1859 


It is a long time since I have written home. I have two of your 
letter[s] before me now, as yet unanswered, one mailed Dec. 30th 
and the other Feb. 2d. and my reasons for not writing before are 
the same as you sometimes give—very busy and want of time. 

Farming in the west especially in a new country like this is very 
different from what it is in New England; there a farmer needs 
several hands to cultivate twenty or twenty five acres of corn and 


8. See “The Kansas River—Its Navigation,” by Albert R. Greene, in Kansas Historical 
Collections, v. 9, p. 342. 
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when they come to harvest they make short work of it, but here one 
man, with team, can plow, plant, and cultivate as many acres, but 
harvesting is a pretty long job. 

A neighbor (Mr. Pattee) and myself have shucked or husked 
about thirty five acres of corn this winter and got it in, sixteen acres 
for him and the rest for me. We drive into the field with a two 
horse team, husk the corn as it stands, and throw into the wagon. 
I had several acres shucked on shares. You wonder why we did not 
get our corn in in the fall. You must always remember that this is 
a@ new country and only three years ago we “settled” or “squated” 
on the naked prairie, everything was to be done, and we cannot do 
that in three years. We had lived two winters in an unplastered 
house and we determined if possible to have at least one comfort- 
able room this winter, and I did nearly all the work myself, then I 
had to attend court a week as juror, &c. &c., so that we did not 
commence on our corn until toward the middle of December. 

I shall try to plan things differently this year so as to commence 
gathering my corn as soon as it is fit. You know I was a perfectly 
green hand at farming when I came here and have had to learn 
everything by experience; sometimes such knowledge has cost me 
considerable but take it all together I have got along very well. I 
shall have about six hundred bushels of corn to sell. It was the 
first crop on the land or I should have had much more. You know I 
lost all my old ground. Corn is worth but thirty cents here now, but 
we think the Pike’s Peak emigration, &c., will raise the value to 
perhaps one dollar or more per. bush. in a month or two, even if it 
gets as high a[s] fifty cents per bush. it will [be] worth waiting for. 

I am glad you write so often as you do, even if you are obliged to 
write short letters sometimes, we are always glad to hear from home. 
Sometimes we get most tired waiting for a letter but probably you 
as often have to wait a long time to hear from us. You are a very 
good correspondent, and I hope will continue so. We are very much 
obliged for the “pictures” you sent. Mother’s looks very natural, 
better than father’s which is most too light, but both are so good 
that it gives me much pleasure to look at them. We will try to get 
our miniatures, as soon as we can get them taken here, and send 
them to you. You can tell nothing by that likeness you now have 
of Ella, it looks no more as she does now than I do. Wish we had 
Herbert’s and Theodores likenesses and also Lizzies and Samuels. I 
had a letter from aunt Mariann not long ago, and will try to answer 
it soon. Does Mr. Gillies have his printing office where he used to 
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over Mr. Robinson’s store? I should be very happy to receive a 
letter from aunt Elisabeth, and also from grandmother Wells. I 
have not heard from Dr. Clarke in a long time, I wish he would 
write. 

I wish father to give J. A. Ward a receipt for me, for any money 
that he may receive from him on my account and when he pays 
the am’t that I specified in my letter to him give a receipt in full. 
(I think the am’t. was $35.) I supposed the dividends at the Banks 
were of sufficient am’t to pay the discount on my notes and also a 
trifle on the principal at every renewal and so gave myself no un- 
easiness about it, but if necessary, I, of course, want father to use 
the money that he may receive of James A Ward for that purpose. 

Perhaps if father can sell the stock for enough to pay the notes he 
had better do so, and square them up; I do not like to be in debt 
anywhere. If I get more money here than I need to pay current 
expenses, and make necessary improvements on my farm, I want 
to save it to defray the expenses of a visit east sometime, and if I 
did not want it for that, I could use money here to better advantage 
than to invest it in Bank stock. It is “shamefull” indeed, the way 
that Mr. Wright behaves toward his wife. I should not think she 
would live with him another day. 

Several buildings will be put up on the College land this summer— 
two are already commenced—and it is expected the main building 
for school or College purposes will be built between now and next 
winter. It is probable that they will have something like a Seminary 
or high school for a few years, although they intend eventually to 
have a regular College. The trustees intend to put up public build- 
ings for educational purposes only; and they have laid out their 
lands as a town or village where people can build and board the 
students &c. They call the town “Blue Mont,” from a large hill or 
mountain near by and the College “Blue Mont Central.”® A good 
chance for you and father to come and keep boarders! 

We shall have a very neat and pretty church edifice when finished, 
which will be in a month or two I hope. We expect one or two more 
churches will be built during the coming season at Manhattan and 
a good many other houses, stores &c. There seems to be more than 
usual interest here now in religion. Besides the regular preaching, 
Sabbath schools, and so forth on the Sabbath, we have a union 
prayer meeting in the evening conducted in turn by the ministers 
of the four denominations. These meetings are well attended and 


9. See “The Kansas State Agricultural College,” by Prof. J. D. Walters, Kansas Historical 
Collections, v. 7, p. 169. 
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generally the time is well occupied. Besides this there are at least 
three prayer meetings held during the week at private houses. We 
are hoping and praying for a revival of religion here—that profess- 
ing Christians may be quickened and many turned unto the Lord. 
Will not you pray for us that our faith may be strengthened and 
our prayers answered? We are too apt, especially, in a border 
country, to let the things of time occupy all our thoughts instead of 
laboring in earnest to save souls and build up the Redeemer’s King- 
dom. Is there much religious interest in South Kingstown now? Is 
Mr. Brown liked as well as ever? Ella says she is much obliged for 
the paper that father sent her, and she sends love to you both. 

Ella’s middle initial is 8. not B. I send a Herald of Freedom 
once in a while. Our Manhattan paper does not get printed yet. I 
have got most tired waiting for it The man that they expected to 
conduct it failed to come, and they are now trying to get some one 
else. 

We have had a very fine winter, most of the time quite warm and 
pleasant. There is a great deal of interest here on the subject of 
temperance now; a great many have joined the “Sons,” and many of 
those that had been in the habit of using intoxicating drink. Our 
taxes are very high this year, owing, in part, at least, to a miserable 
set of county officers. 

It is getting quite late and I must close, so good night to all. 

Yours truly 
Thomas C. Wells 
The lines are so faint on this paper that I can scarcely see them at 
night, so you will excuse for not writing on them all the time. 
(Friday morning) 
The frost is all out of the ground now. 


Manhattan, K. T. Apr 19/59. 
My dear parents, 

It is a long time since I wrote you, and still longer since you 
wrote a letter to me. Your last letter was dated Feb. 5th I believe. 
I have been watching the P. O. pretty closely lately in the hope of 
finding a letter from home, but not a letter comes. I hope none of 
you are sick. 

We are as busy as ever, spring you know is an unusually busy 
time for farmers. I have sown my wheat and oats, my wheat is up 
and looks finely, and my oats if not up now, will be in a day or two. 
I have set out a good many forest trees and shrubs about the house, 
some of them will probably die, but I hope the greater part of them 
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will live. I have a small forest of black locusts & cottonwoods 
growing. Have set out 25 or 30 peach trees and 16 apple trees, also 
a dozen or more Kansas plums. Ten of the apple trees were three or 
four years old and grafted the rest were last years seedlings. I 
think two or three of the plums that I set out last year will bear 
this year, they are now in full bloom. Have planted only some 
potatoes in my garden yet, though it is time some other seeds were in. 

I have been making a good sized yard for my hens for a few days 
past, so that I can shut them up while the things ar[e] coming up 
in the garden; hope to get it done tomorrow and then will go at the 
garden. I have shot quite a lot of prairie chickens and ducks this 
spring, and have not spent much time about it either, they have been 
very plenty in my cornfield. There have been hundreds of cranes 
in the cornfield, and flying around, for a few days past. I should 
like to get one to examine, but they are very wild. They are very 
large birds almost or quite as large as turkeys. Hundreds and I 
don’t know but I might say thousands of people are passing through 
here continually for Pikes peak. They come from all parts of the 
country, from various classes in society and they travel in all sort 
of ways. Some come with horses, mules, or oxen, and others come 
drawing handcarts, rolling wheelbarrows, or lugging packs on their 
backs. 

They make a brisk trade for the merchants in town, and they 
almost double the price of corn for the farmers. I am afraid, how- 
ever, that very many of them have much more gold in their posses- 
sion now than they will have six months hence. Manhattan con- 
tinues to grow and improve, some buildings are going up all the 
time—they have two steam saw mills there now. 

They have let the contracts for the college building, both for the 
stone and wood work. They are going to work on it very soon— 
I do not know but they have already commenced. It is to be three 
stories high and I believe 40 ft x 60 ft on the ground. Two other 
buildings are now in process of erection in Blue Mont one a stone 
dwelling house about 25 ft x 30 ft the other a frame building 16 x 24 
with ell, to be used in part for a store. 

It was quite cold last week, so that it froze considerably nights, 
but it has been growing warmer for two or three days, and today it 
is uncomfortable with a coat on. The prairies begin to look quite 
green, and some of the earlier trees are putting out their leaves. 

You were talking some of moving, when I last heard from you, 
I believe. Have you moved? Is business any better in the Bank 
than it was last year? 
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I hear quite often from Henry and occasionally from Theodore 
and Sam! & Lizzie Had letter from aunt E. Hagadorn and Uncle 
Frank a few weeks ago. 

Mr. Blood has been away two Sabbaths, and Mr. Paulson, a 
Methodist Minister from New Hampshire preached twice for us, 
and he gave us two very good sermons. It is expected that he will 
preach for the Methodists here next year, commencing soon. The 
Sunday evening meetings continue to be well attended, I believe, 
though I have not been able to attend for three Sabbaths. 

Ella sends love. I hope to hear from you soon. 

Yours truly 
Thomas C. Wells 
I enclose a few ducks feathers. We think they are very pretty. It 
lightens quite sharply in the North and I think we shall have a 
shower during the night. 


[Ella S. Wells to Mrs. T. P. Wells] 
Manhattan K. T. May 14th/59 
Mrs. Ths. P. Wells 
Dear Mother 

It has been a cold rainy day, so cold that I have [to] sit by a 
fire, something I have not had to do for a number of weeks before. 
I hope it will not be so cold long for I have worked very busily this 
week to get my flower seeds in and I fear they will rot. I have had 
more seeds to plant this Spring than ever I have had before and 
should feel very sorry [to] lose them. I had but few winter roots. 
nearly all of them lived. How I wish I could have some of your spare 
roots I love flowers so much. I took up a petunia last fall and put 
it in a segar box. (A flowerpot is out of the question here my 
friends sent me one but I had the misfortune to break it.) It com- 
menced blooming in Mar. and has been in blossom ever since. I 
think very much of it house plants are so scarse here. 

I have one sensitive plant up but they are so sensitive I fear this 
cold weather will kill it. I can plant them over again if it does. I 
brought the seed out with me. T. says he thinks you do not have 
them so I will send you a few seeds They have to be planted every 
year. they will not live long after frost comes but the seeds will 
ripen after the stalk is apparently dead. They do not require more 
than a quart of dirt, little less will do. I usually let two or three 
grow in a pot have one to touch and let the other grow they will 
be more sensitive if you do not let the wind blow them. I think 
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them quite a curiosity. they will drop if a fly lights on them if kept 
out of the wind. keep the dirt pretty wet and warm when you plant 
the seeds. I don’t know as all the seeds are good. Excuse me for 
writing so particularly about them I thought if you never had any 
you would like to know. 

I was glad to get a line from you it seems a little different when 
it is directed to me although it is hard to write interesting letters to 
strangers as we are and strangers in each others locality. I some- 
times tell T. when I read his letters that if folks were like mine 
they would like to know more of our every day life, he says he 
presumes you would but he can’t write it “These women are so 
curious they want to know everything” I am glad you have a sew- 
ing machine and that you like it. Thank you for your kind wish 
that you could do my sewing I would like it very much although I 
am not driven with sewing just now. I got my sewing pretty well 
done up last winter for the first time since I was married I braided 
all the woolen rags I had and sewed them in a mat my first attempt 
at such work. I never saw any one do it except grandmother when 
I was a little girl. The forepart of winter I braided & sewed three 
husk mats that is work I never did until since I was married. I 
also cut & pieced all the new calico I had not enough for a spread 
but may be I shall have enough sometime. I will not buy new & 
cut it up but when one has small pieces I think it pays if one has the 
time. I expect you would say as many do were you to visit us 
that I was cut out for an old maid. I tell them I can’t help it if 
having a place for everything & everything in its place is going to 
make me one I am willing to be one all my life. I am going to tell 
you something that T. has said repeatedly that I should not just 
to hecter him perhaps I am naughty but I do like to hecter him 
once in a while just for variety. That is that your son Thomas is 
Dea. & has been for more than a year. they have three Dea. here 
they choose one every year each to serve three years but at first 
they chose one for one year one for two & one for three years. he 
was chosen at first for one year now he is chosen for three. I felt 
to[o] bad at first to hecter him about it much but I have to a little 
now. the worst of it is I have to take care of the service & prepare 
bread & wine & I have nothing but grape jelly to make wine out of 
& I don’t like to do it. Mrs. Blood says that is my cross but I 
don’t think so. Our good neighbor Mr. Browning hectered us with- 
out mercy last year but has got chosen himself this so he keeps 
pretty still 
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You ask if I ride horseback. I have ridden a great deal but not 
much since we have had a buggy. I rode more or less for three 
years before I came out here. I have no saddle but T’s. that does 
very well for a short distance I can gallop on that. I have ridden 
twenty three or four miles in a day since I came out here. I have 
ridden with another on the same horse many a time. I have heard 
my mother and grandmother tell of such things but never expected 
to do it. I have no chickens yet expect to have some next week. 
I have ten hens setting. We have between 70 & 80 fowls now. I have 
two little young doves & an old one we think much of them. It is 
getting late & I must close. I have written more than I intended 
when I commenced. I have written about ourselves as I would to 
my own relations thinking perhaps it would not be wholy uninter- 
esting to you. We have not had a letter from Sister Lizzie in a 
very long time. hope she got our last letter. We are in usual health 
although I cannot endure much T. says sometimes he has more 
sympathy for mother since he has had a wife your health is not 
good, but he did not realize that it made such a difference. My 
love to father & Herbert it is after ten o’clock & I must close. 
Hope we shall hear from you again soon. 

Your aff daughter Ella S. Wells 


My dear father, Manhattan, K. T. May 14, 1859. 


We received your letter, and, also, one enclosed from mother to 
Ella, just three weeks ago today, and should have answered before 
had we not both been unusually busy,—Ella attending to her usual 
in door work, planting her flower seeds and planting some seeds 
for me in the garden, and I planting my garden, plowing my field 
&c. I am rather behind with my corn planting—have not done 
plowing yet— but hope to get all my corn in, as soon, at least, if not 
sooner, than I did last year. I did not finish planting until May 
25th last year, and then had a very good crop. Corn ought to be 
planted here from the middle of April to the middle of May accord- 
ing to the season, though some times a very good crop is harvested 
from corn planted after the 1st of June. 

The season is a week or two later than it was last year. I have 
been troubled about getting help this spring—have had two men, 
one left for Pike’s Peak just when I needed him most and the other 
I sent away because he was a miserable poor hand to work. Though 
we have no relatives here we have very good neighbors and from 
what you write I should think that we visit and receive visits as 
often as you. 
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We attend meeting at the Methodist Church now as our church 
is being plastered &c., and will not be ready to occupy again in two 
or three weeks. The Methodists have a new minister this year, 
Mr. Paulson, from N. Hampshire a very interesting preacher, he 
preach[ed] twice for us when Mr. Blood was away. The Sunday 
evening union prayer meetings are still pretty well attended, but 
there does not seem to be so much interest manifested as a month or 
two ago. We hope and pray for better times. The “Association of 
Cong. Ministers and Churches” meets at Lawrance week after next, 
and I have been appointed or rather chosen one of the delegates 
from our church to that body, but think it very doubtful about my 
going. We have about thirty members connected with our church 
now. 

They had speeches &c at the laying of the corner stone of the 
“Blue Mont Central College” last Tuesday afternoon, the first 
ceremony of the kind that has occured in Kansas. About three 
hundred people were present and some very good speeches were 
made. Quite a number of documents were placed in the cavity of 
the stone. The college building will be 40 ft. x 60 ft. on the ground 
and three stories high, all stone—underpinning corners, and window 
and door caps to be hewn, the rest rough work. It will be in full 
view from our house, half a mile distant. We are expecting to 
receive the first copy of the “Manhattan Express” '° every day now. 
I cannot think of the name of the editor—he used to be connected 
with the “N. Y. Express” N. Y. City. I will send you a copy. 
Nearly all of the trees, both forest and fruit trees, that I set out this 
spring appear to be alive and growing. There are about two hun- 
dred in all. 

Under the circumstances I am glad that you applied the money 
that you received of J. A. Ward, to my notes. I wish they were 
both paid up, and if Bank Stock should rise so that you think it 
advisable I hope you will sell my stock and pay my notes. If you 
will send us a deed made out in due form, or give me the boundaries 
so that I can write out a deed we will deed to you our right in the lot 
at K. and let you apply the $75. to my notes. 

You wrote as though you might sell your place in W. before you 
occupied it. Did you mean only that such a thing was possible or 
that you really had some intention of doing so. I wish we lived 
nearer each other. The prairies look splendidly now, covered with 
a most beautiful green, and there are quite a variety of flowers in 


public First called The Western Kansas Express. Charies F. DeVivaldi was the editor and 
er. 
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bloom also. Most of our garden vegetables are up—of some the 
second planting. 

Love to Mother and Herbert. Hoping to hear from home soon 
again I am yours affectionately T. C. Wells 
Has M. B. Sweet any property in S. Kingstown? he is owing con- 
siderable here. 


[Ella S. Wells to Mrs. T. P. Wells] 


Mrs. T. P. Wells. Manhattan, K. T. July, 8th 1859. 
Dear Mother 


I have had your letter almost three weeks, & I am ashamed to 
think it has not been answered, but it seems as if I had been un- 
usually busy for the past month or two. 

Perhaps you will wonder what I find to do, no one but my hus- 
band to do for. I should not have any more than I could do with 
ease if I confined my labors to the house, although a farmers wife 
who has to be Bridget mistress & all can always keep busy. But 
come to add to that 150 chickens 50 old hens shut up to feed & 
water, flower garden to take the whole care of & a good deal of 
labor in the vegetable garden & you may be sure I keep busy. I 
get so tired most every day that I have to lay down & that takes 
time. It is a good deal of work to pick & shell beans & peas & 
prepare vegetables, but as we are very fond of a boiled dinner I get 
one two or three times a week. T. comes as near scolding at me 
as he can because he says I try to do to[o] much, but when I see him 
driven with work that must be done that I cannot do I feel as if I 
must do all I can to help him. 

If I were only strong I should not mind the work but as it is I 
often get so tired that writing or anything else seems a burden to 
me. I have been waiting to see if I could not find a little more of a 
leisure day to write but fear I shall not at present so please excuse 
a hasty scroll. I hope you are not out of patience looking for this. 
You say you would like me to write all about our house, Have I 
never sent you a rude plan of it & what is in it? I do not remember 
if not I will sometime when I am little more at leisure. That is if 
you would like it. 

Have the seeds I sent you come up? mine are up and doing 
nicely. My flowers as a whole do first rate, some kinds the soil 
does not seem to agree with, but most of them do look nicely. 

I enjoy it very much. I have the cypress vine I never saw it 
before it is real pretty full of buds. Have you got it? if not & 
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have seeds I will send you some in the fall, if you would like. I 
have that & morning glories planted in a circle with a stick in the 
middle & strings run from the circle to the top. 

Our vegetable garden [grows?] nicely. I think much of a good 
garden. I shall have some summer squash tomorrow. We have had 
beets two or three weeks. they are as large as coffe cups now. We 
have had string beans & peas some time. we have carrots parsnips 
cabages asparigus salsify rubarb sage &c growing well. I think 
most of our sweet potatoes if they do well we shall have bushells 
of them this fall. If you are fond of them send your erand boy 
arround in the fall & we will give you a few bushells. 

You say you should like me all the better for having things in 
their place. T. often says “mother will like you for that she likes 
to have things in order & will if it is a possiable thing” I am very 
glad, if anything makes me feel disagreeable it is to see a house 
look as if a gust of wind had been in at one door & gone out at 
another. You ask where we find market for our chickens we never 
have sold many we eat them as freely as we want & keep the hens 
to lay. Their eggs more than pay for keeping. Last year the 
wolves took as many as 75 I think. 

I remember once last year I cooked two a week for eight weeks in 
succession. I get tired of them some times. I boil bake fry & make 
them in pies anything for a change. Did I ever tell you how many 
eggs I got last year? I will tell you now. please. excuse me if I 
have done it before. 2905 of the number we sold 1818 none less 
than 20 cts. per. doz. thus far this year they have laid 2775 this 
year we have sold a few dollars worth for 10 cts a doz. but most 
of the time for 15 cts. 

When T. read what you wrote about Dea wife “there” said he 
“T do feel all most provoked with you for writing that,” but you 
know it will not do for a Dea. to get angry so I have the advantage 
of him You say you have those feathers in a wine glass perhaps 
you could put in some more. I saved a lot of them & as I can send 
them as well as not I will put in a few. 

We had a Sabbath [s]chool before our church was impared by the 
tornado since then it has been broken up we expect to use the 
church again week from next Sabbath. M. B. Sweet owes T. a little 
but would not had he known he drank & acted so. 

I must tell you we have 6 little pigs a few weeks old they can 
get out of the pen & run arround, they look real cunning. 

T. bought me a couple of turkeys this week, they will be proffit- 
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able if they live & do well. You must excuse me for writing so 
much about our little affairs, life is made up of little things. 

The college is getting up some the stone work is as high as the 
top of some of the lower windows, the longest side is toward us. 

A dwelling house & store near the college has been occupied some 
time also Bro. Denison has the walls to a stone house up, so you 
see we are close to town. 

I do wish you & father could come & see us. You would be 
pleased to see how quietly & happily we live. I am not as fond of 
society as most people; my home is everything to me. if I am 
happy there I am content & most certainly I am. I do sometimes 
long to see old friends at home but my husband is more to me than 
all the world besides so I get along very well. 

T. sometimes says he has heard people say marriage divided the 
sorrows and doubled the joys of life but he never believed it until 
he tried it. 

I will not finish this until he comes for I dare say he will have a 
word to write or send. Hope we shall hear from you again soon. 
T. thinks it a long time from one letter to another & I presume 
you do. 

Saturday afternoon. 

Ths. sends his love & says he hopes to hear from one or both of 
you again soon & then we will try to write. 

We are as well as usual. It is very warm & I am weary so I 
will close. Love to all. Yours in love, 

Ella S. Wells. 


Manhattan K. T. Aug. 27th. 1859. 
Mrs Thos P. Wells, 
Dear Mother, 

Ella received your letter mailed Aug. 2d in due time and will 
answer it when she gets a little leisure. She is not very well and 
is very busy now. We have had a man with us for two or three 
weeks, and she has had considerable extra work to do, so that she 
is pretty well tired out. We are alone again now and I hope she 
will soon get well and strong again. 

I am about sick today—have been threatened with a fever—but 
feel better than I did last night and hope to be able to go to work 
again Monday. I have been fencing in a pasture and getting up 
hay and have worked most too hard for this hot weather but hope a 
little rest will cure me up; I have been taking some medicine, how- 
ever, to help along. I have now, besides cow-yard, stack-yard, 
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dooryard &c around the house, a pasture of about 45 or 50 acres 
fenced in, and a field of about 37 acres. 20 acres of which is in corn. 
I hope to put in 12 acres of winter wheat this fall. My spring wheat 
and oats, especially the latter, did very well. We have a very good 
garden, and about half an acre of potatoes. Wish we could send 
you some of our vegetables and fine melons. We have about fifty 
fruit trees set out which are doing well. 

Do you receive the “Kansas Express” regularly? and how do 
you like it? The foreman in the printing office ran away a few 
days ago and they have been able to print only half a sheet this 
week. I have been helping them for a day or two and they want me 
to stay until they can get another regular printer, which they hope 
to do in a week or so. I should have been helping them to day had 
I been well. 

All kinds of stock are very cheap and money very scarce now, 
as many of our settlers are obliged to sell property at any price in 
order to obtain money to pay for their lands previous to the public 
sales which take place on and after the 29th day of Aug. 

We went graping a few days ago, and got over two bushels of 
Kansas grapes, and Ella is making jelly today. The wild grapes 
here and all through the west and in California are very small, 
not much, if any, larger than good sized blueberries. We have no 
plums of any consequence this year, a late frost killed most of them 
and the curculio have made sad work among the rest. Our sweet 
potatoes are looking very finely, the vines if streched out would ex- 
tend eight or ten feet all around the hills. I have not dug into any 
of the hills yet, and therefore do not know how well the tubers are 
growing. By the way, I would be glad if you would send us some 
grape seed in a letter. 

I will send you some seeds of the wild sensative plants that grow 
on the prairie; they are perennial, very fragrant and very pretty. 
It would be a good plan to plant some of them this fall and those 
that are planted in the spring should be soaked twenty four hours 
before they are put into the ground. I will send, also, a few seeds 
of a yellow flower that grows on the bluffs. I would treat them in 
the same way. They both require a deep rich soil, but the seed 
should not be covered more than half an inch. It would be well 
to protect them by a little straw or coarse manure during the winter. 

As I am rather tired I will write no more today. Hope to hear 
from you soon. 

Ella sends love. Yours truly Thomas C Wells. 
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Manhattan, K. T. Oct 28th 1859. 
Thos P. Wells, Esq. 

My dear Father, 

Your letter of Sept 18th was received about a month ago and I 
have been waiting only for time to answer it. 

You write that mother and Herbert were in Lyme, had been gone 
some twelve days when you wrote—that would seem to us a long 
time to be separated, we have never been apart from each other 
twentyfour hours at one time since we were married. Had we 
either of us relatives to visit, within visiting distance, the case would 
doubtless be quite different. 

You had been having “very cold weather,” we had a light white 
frost on the night of the 5th of this month, but did not have a kill- 
ing frost until the 17th and last night it froze a little again. 

I wish you and mother too might come and see us and the 
country, guess you had better come and keep boarders (students) 
for the college now building. Keeping boarders is first rate business 
here if any one likes it. They are just putting on the roof to the 
college building. No, we do not cut stalks as you do in the east, 
it would be rather tiresome work should we attempt it for very 
many of the ears are higher than our heads and some of them as 
high as I can possibly reach; but we generally cut up a portion of 
our corn from the ground, before the leaves are dry and cure it for 
feed in the winter, though a great many do not, but turn their cattle 
into the field after their corn is gathered and let them pick for 
themselves. Most of my corn is very good, better than it was last 
year. Corn is not worth more than 25 cts a bushel here now. It 
does not pay very well to raise corn to sell, but we can make some- 
thing by feeding it out to cattle, hogs, chickens, &c. My potatoes 
are very good but very few in a hill and that is the case generally 
here this year, as far as I can learn. I have about a dozen bushels 
of very fine beets, four or five of carrots, plenty of parsnips & 
cabbages, some salsify, about five bushels of sweet potatoes, and we 
have eaten all we wanted for a month past. 

I would like to see your field and garden (as it was) I think 
you are getting to be quite a farmer Whether the “Express” pays 
or not I do not know. I believe they print about eight hundred 
copies a week, but the “Express” is not so interesting to me as the 
“Times” and I do not think it near so good a paper as Henry’s 
“Citizen” 

I am sorry that my note at the Bank has to lay over-due at 
all. I thought the dividends would always a little more than pay 
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the discount. I would be glad to pay them both if I could, but 
that is out of the question at present. Whenever you can sell the 
stock for a fair price I wish you would, and apply the proceeds to 
the notes. I had no such form as I wanted to write a deed by, but 
I have written one which I think will answer, and will try to get 
it acknowledged, and send it in this letter. I shall be very glad to 
have you apply the money to one of my notes, and am very much 
obliged to you for attending to those notes for me. 

I think it would pay well to keep sheep here if one had such 
a fence as would keep them at home, but a fence that will stop most 
cattle would not answer for sheep, and they would have to be got into 
a close yard every night to keep them from the wolves. I should 
have tried to get some sheep before now if I had a suitable fence 
around my pasture, and as soon as I am able to make it sheep proof 
I mean to buy a few. 

It does cost a good deal to get corn to market now, but if 
we had a rail road up here, which we hope to have in two, three or 
four years, we can afford to raise it and send to St. Louis, the 
river boats will carry freight down very cheap. Wheat, when it does 
well, pays better than any other crop now it is worth $1.50 a 
bushel. I have 5% acres of winter wheat in this fall. I got only 154% 
bushels of spring wheat from two bush. sown, but it was my first 
trial it was sown too late and cut too late. I will hope to do better 
next time. 

Flour of the best quality is worth $5. a hundred now, sugar 12% 
cts per lb. for light brown, molasses, very good 90 cts a gallon. 
Considerable molasses is being made here from the shorgum and 
it is very good. It is sold for 75 cts to 85 cts a gall. I have raised 
nearly wheat enough to keep me in flour this year but we have no 
flouring mills yet, (expect to have them next year), and I have it 
ground like Indian corn and make Graham bread of it. Our tea and 
coffee do not cost us one dollar a year. 

Manhattan is building up as fast as could be expected when money 
is so scarce three or four building are going up nearly all the time. 
Pike’s Peak travel does not affect our market very much, though 
it helps us a little. I do not think of any kind of seed but grape 
that I care to have you send me now. 

I am sorry that Amos has done so poorly. I would like to see 
him very much. M. B. Sweet left the country some time ago and 
considerably in debt. He did not do much while here, he borrowed 
ten dollars of me a few days before he left and has not paid it. 
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Do they have any preaching at Kingston now? Ella sends love 
and says she will write when she is not so busy. 
Are you all well? Do write often. 
Yours very truly 
T. C. Wells 
Excuse the appearance of this as it is written by candle light. 


Manhattan Kansas Territory 
Monday, Dec. 26th, 1859. 
Mrs. Thomas P. Wells 

Dear Mother, 

I received two letters from you last Wednesday, one dated Dec 
4th, and the other Dec 5, the latter though was pretty short, but it 
contained some grape seeds for which I am obliged. 

It was all news to me that Lizzie had another little baby, I should 
think she would have her hands full now. 

I received a couple of cards from Henry a week or two ago, and 
learned from them that he was married, before I heard from you. 
From what he had written I did not suppose he would be married 
quite so soon. 

I am glad that you think Theodore has a good situation. We 
had a letter from him not long ago, and he appeared to be very well 
contented. 

We would have liked very much to have been with you Thanks- 
giving day. I hope we may be able to come and make you a visit in 
two or three years; we talk of it a great deal, but it will be very 
expensive and we cannot afford it now, and even if we had plenty of 
money we would hate to leave our house and farm, except in pretty 
good hands. I do want to see you and father very much and so does 
Ella. 

Is grandmother Wells well now? I would like to have her write 
to me—I wrote her a letter a long time ago. 

Dr. Clarke has not written to me in more than a year I think. 
I wonder what has “come over the spirit of his dreams” that he 
cannot write. We will keep you duly informed in regard to the 
number of your grandchildren “in Kansas.” None have made their 
appearance yet, and perhaps will not for some time to come, we do 
not believe in having too many irons in the fire at a time. We have 
had enough to do, thus far, to get an honest living, and keep out of 
debt, without having three or four babies to take care of &c. 

You say that Eliza Hagard is engaged. Will she probably be 
married soon? Where is “Susy” now? is she engaged? or married? 
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What is Herbert doing? You have written nothing about him 
in a long time. 

Our sweet potatoes are most gone, so you will not get any unless 
you come after them soon. 

I wrote the deed and acknowledgement and omitted the date in 
both because I did not know when it would be legally finished. 
(and neglected to insert the date afterwards at the proper time) The 
date that father inserted was right. 

We do not measure our corn when we get it in, and I cannot tell 
exactly how much corn I had this year, but probably between eight 
and nine hundred bushels. 

Ella’s sister Nancie is here now, has been here about a month. 
She is a real good sister and we hope she will make us a long visit. 
We wish she would settle near us when she gets married, and per- 
haps she will—but when—you must ask her. (Dec 27th.) 

I have been out on a buffalo hunt, with two others, since I wrote 
you. We were away from home four days and a half, the first time 
that I have been from home all night since I was married. We 
took a good tent with us, and camped out every night. We went 
about eighty miles west of here, up the Smokey Hill and Solomon’s 
fork. We did not kill any buffalo or even shoot at any, though we 
saw a plenty of them, and they are the most ugly looking creatures 
that ever I saw. The main herd had gone south, and those that we 
saw were all old fellows, and hardly worth killing; we would have 
killed one or two, however, or tried to, at least, had it not come up 
suddenly cold, and compelled us to go home. 

The last night we were out it snowed quite hard nearly all night, 
the wind north and very cold; we managed to keep very comfortable 
during the night, but we almost froze riding home the next day. 
Although we got no buffalo meat, we were glad that we went; we 
passed through a very fine country and it was well worth such a trip 
to see the huge monsters. We got within a few rods of several of 
them, but it was nearly night and the caps on our rifles would not 
go so we did not shoot; we had other caps which we were going to 
try in the morning but, as I have written, we were driven home by 
the cold. Our nearest neighbors, Mr. Pattee and wife, have rented 
their place and gone back to New Hampshire for two or three years 
at least. We miss them very much. 

I have not gathered all my corn yet, you know that is a winter 
job in the west. I have two men helping me now and hope to finish 
in ten days or two weeks of fair weather. I would prefer to have 
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my corn gathered in the fall, but it is a long job to husk and crib 
20 acres of corn, and I could hire no one to help me on paying terms 
until these men came along a few weeks ago. I give them every 
seventh load for husking and cribing, and their board when at work. 
Corn is worth 20 cts a bushel delivered. 

Has any one heard any thing from Amos yet? You say that you 
have written me two letters now since I have written, but I have 
written more in this than you did in both of yours, so I shall con- 
sider that you owe me a letter now, and hope you will write quite 
soon. 

Father owes me a letter too. Love to all. With best wishes I 
remain yours aff’ctly 

T. C. Wells. 


[Ella S. Wells to Mrs. T. P. Wells] 


Mrs. T. P. Wells. Manhattan, K. T. Dec. 27th/59 
Dear Mother. 


Your letter has remained a long time unanswered & I have but a 
few moments to spare this eve. but as Ths is finishing one to send 
to you tomorrow; I thought I would write a few lines, & send with it. 

I find the longer I put off answering a letter the harder it is to 
answer. I was very busy while my garden lasted & then I was 
quite sick for me in the fall. So I have let one thing after another 
hinder me until now. I was anxiously looking for & worrying about 
sister for five or six weeks before she came, & now you may be 
sure we have a great deal to talk about as it is almost five years 
since I have seen a relative. We hope she will make us a long visit. 
She came all alone got along without trouble except being a good 
while on the way She has two trunks that have not yet arrived. 
My friends have sent me a good many presants but she does not 
tell me much about them. thinks it will be pleasanter if I don’t 
know until I see them. I will try & think to put in some Cypress 
vine seeds. I expect to have a large garden if I live until another 
year. Sister has brought me quite a number of different kinds of 
seeds. 

I am greatly obliged for the receipts you sent in your last. 

I must close for it is quite late & I have to get up & get breakfast 
before light as Ths has two men getting in corn for a few days. 
My love to Father Herbert & a share yourself. 

Affectionately your 
daughter Ella S. Wells. 
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Manhattan, January 27, 1860. 
My dear Mother, Kansas Territory. 

We received a letter from you last Friday, and as we always are, 
we were very glad to hear from home. 

You write of getting letters from Henry and Dora on the same 
day that you received one from us, and say that it was “quite a 
treat” to get so many letters at once. I do not doubt that it was a 
“treat,” but I do not think that you can appreciate a letter as we 
do until you, like us, have been, for a long time, far away from all 
your old friends and relatives. 

Nearly all of your relations are near you, so that you can fre- 
quently visit them, while the best that we can do is to hear from 
ours, and I assure you that we are very glad to do that. 

You say that I talked of coming to visit you in two or three years, 
two or three years ago, and you seem to think that there is not 
much more probability of our coming two or three years hence than 
now. Well, I do not know that there is; but this I do know, that as 
soon as we can come and feel that we are doing right we intend to 
come and visit you, at least, and if we once get east we may not 
come back here again, that will depend upon circumstances of which 
we know nothing now. Jf I knew that I could get into some good 
business east, that would be both healthful and profitable, I would 
sell out here as soon as I could get a good opportunity. Not that 
we are dissatisfied with the country or the people, here, or that we 
do not like our prairie home, but simply that we might be nearer to 
those we love. And yet, I assure you, it would be hard for us to 
give up our Kansas home, here we have lived and labored for several 
years, and they have been happy years—this has been our first home 
together—my own hands have helped to build our little house and 
the other buildings, and also the fences, here I have set out trees, 
here I have plowed and planted and harvested. We might move to 
some other place and be happy but no other place will ever seem to 
us like our first home in K. Sometimes I think that we had better 
make up our minds to spend our days here, but we do want to see 
you all, we want, at least, to come and make you a long visit, and we 
hoped to have done so before now, but that is easier to talk about 
than to do. It would take a good deal of money and of time. 

We have not yet felt able to bear the expense of such a journey, 
and if we had a plenty of money, it would be very dificult to find 
any one with whom we would be willing to leave our house and farm. 

So you must not think that because we do not come and see you, 
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we do not want to, and very much too. We hope and expect to have 
a railroad up as far as here in two or three years from now and then 
it will not take quite so long to go from here to Rhode Island. And 
if we wished to sell our farm we could doubtless get considerable 
more for it then than now, for a railroad here would tend to increase 
the value of property considerably. 

It does seem too bad for Amos to be alone in Texas, and especially 
when they are having such awful times there; but after all, I felt 
relieved to hear from him, for I feared that he was dead, it was so 
long since I heard a word from him. I wish we had good reason 
to think that he was a christian, and then if he should be taken 
away, we would feel that he had gone to a “better country” where 
there would be no more sorrow and no more sin. 

If you should hear from him again do write me all that you learn 
about him. Do you think that Theodore is a christian? I do not 
get a letter from him very frequently. Let us pray for him and 
Amos, unto “Him that heareth the prayer of faith,” that they may 
be converted and numbered among the “children of God.” Nothing 
but the influence of the Holy Spirit can save them and that is 
promised in answer to prayer. I suppose that Herbert has got to be 
quite a large boy. I would like to have him write to me. I can 
hardly think of him only as a little boy that he was when I left 
Wakefield 

Are they all well in Lyme? I have not heard from any of them 
in a long time. 

On Tuesday night, Wednesday, and Wednesday night we had a 
real snow storm, but it is fast going off now. We had had neither 
snow or rain worth mentioning before this winter. 

I had about a thousand bushels of corn this year. How much 
corn did father have off his two acres? We can only get 20 cts a 
bushel for ours, and mostly store goods at that, it is almost impos- 
sible to get money for anything at any price. 

Ella says she is very busy today, and cannot write very well. 
She sends love. 

Do you get the “Express” regularly? I do not think much of 
the editorials or selections generally, he lets his printer do most of 
the selections. 

Do write as soon as convenient. 

With much love I remain as ever, 

Yours truly 
T. C. Wells. 
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Manhattan, K. T. Apr 10/60 
Mrs. T. P. Wells, 

Dear Mother; 

I expected your last letter would have been answered long 
before now, but as was the case with you “various things” have 
prevented. 

I have no one to help me this spring and with all the chores to 
do, and farm work to attend to you may imagine that I have my 
hands full. 

I was glad to get a letter from grandmother with yours and will 
endeavor to answer soon. 

I wish that Henry’s desire of having you and father & Lizzie 
and her husband remove to Wisconsin might be realized; and if it 
should I assure you it would be a strong inducement for me to sell 
out here and settle somewhere near you. We, neither of us feel like 
going back to New England to live, for various reasons which I 
need not enumerate now, but we would be very glad to live within 
visiting distance of you and others of the family The longer we 
live here, however, the more attached do we become to our home, 
and although there are many things that we do not like, yet we are 
not sure that we should better ourselves by a removal. 

I was very glad to learn that Amos is alive and well, even in 
Texas. I do not much blame him for wanting to remain in Texas 
until he gets able to pay “all he owes” I think that I would feel 
and do the same under similar circumstances. 

You say that Mr. Belden is a very good minister &c. Our min- 
ister (Mr. Blood,) is a very good man, but not a good preacher if I 
am any judge of preaching. Some of the church like to hear him, 
however, and some do not. We are placed in rather an unpleasant 
situation, and do not know how or when we shall get out of it. 

Does father get enough for taking charge of the “Times” to pay 
him for his trouble? Unless he gets very good pay I should think 
he would let it go rather than be so confined. You say that some of 
the selections in the “Express” are quite good. When you have said 
that you have said about all that you can for the paper. We think 
it rather a slim affair. If you do not care much about it I will not 
send a copy regularly next year. 

It would not pay us to raise corn to sell at 20 cents a bush. if 
we made that our whole business, but corn does not need half the 
work to cultivate it here as in the east, and we can do a good deal 
at times when nothing else is pressing. I went through about three 
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fourths of my corn last year with a cultivator once and back in each 
row and that is all that I did to it from the time I planted it until 
it was ready to harvest, and I got between forty and fifty bush. to 
the acre at that. I have no doubt but that I should have got more 
corn if I had worked it more, but I did not get time to do so. 

Apr 11th. I did not have time to finish this last evening, and will 
try and write a little more now, as we are going down to Man- 
hattan to meeting in a few minutes and can take it to the P. O. 
I have sown five acres of spring wheat which is up and looks very 
well considering it is so dry. I have got six acres nearly plowed 
on which I intend to sow oats. My winter wheat looks very well. 
I shall not plant more than 10 or 12 acres of corn this year. I shall 
want considerable myself to feed out. I am afraid you will never 
be able to enjoy a home of your own until you leave the Bank and 
when father gives that up I wish he would move fa[r]ther west if 
only in western N. Y. or Ohio, and perhaps I could sell out and move 
there too. Most anything from home is interesting to us, so please 
not wait until you have something which you think very interesting 
before you answer this. I do not see that your “powers of letter 
writing fail” at all, judging from your letters to us. We would be 
glad to hear from home oftener. That old Bible that you referred 
to is one that I picked up somewhere and saved as a curiosity. I 
do not care anything about it now. Where are my old lattin and 
greek books? I often wish I had them here to refer to. 

The season is very forward, at least compared with last year. 
The plum trees are going out of blossom. Strawberries are in 
bloom. Apple and peach trees are leaving out and the prairies are 
beginning to look quite green. It is getting very dry, but things do 
not seem to suffer much from want of rain although we have not had 
any of consequence since Feb. But it is time for us to go and I 
must close. Love to Father and Herbert as well as yourself. In 
great haste, Yours truly 

Thomas C Wells 
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[Ella S. Wells to Mrs. T. P. Wells] 


Manhattan, K. T. Apr 10th/60 
Mrs. T. P. Wells, 

Dear Mother, 

Ths is writing so I will write a few words although I think he can 
write so much better & more interesting letters it is not of much use 
for me to add my mite. 

We are having a very pleasant and open spring. Sister & I went 
Maying in March we got four different kinds flowers & some buds 
nearly ready to open. You spoke in a former letter of my enjoying 
it having her here it is very pleasant on many accounts but I do 
not expect she will stop any longer than autumn she does not like 
[it] well enough. I think she would have liked better had she got 
her trunks in season. She did not get them until the middle of Mar. 
& it was very unpleasant getting along as she had to. When she did 
get them some of her things were ruined. She had a bottle of black 
varnish that she used about painting the cork got out & it made 
black work where ever it went. We were so glad to get them that 
we get along with all bad marks. I expect to be very busy this 
summer with my flower garden & trying to have sister enjoy herself. 
I do not expect to accomplish a great deal except my work. 

We both enjoy very good health now, but I can endure but little. 
I wish we could come & see you but I almost give up the idea when 
I think how much it costs & how difficult it will be for us to leave 
our place & stock. It is after nine o’clock, & I am weary so I will 
say good night. Love to father & Herbert & a share yourself. 

Affec. your 
Ella S. Wells. 


Manhattan, Kansas T. 
June 23d, 1860. 
Dear Parents, 

I had almost forgotten that I was owing you a letter. When 
Mother’s letter came, which was more than a month ago, I was so 
very busy that I could not stop to answer it, and I have been busy 
enough ever since, but I did not intend that your letter should go 
so long unanswered. I have had no help this season have not hired 
a man for a day, so you will not wonder that I have had enough 
to do. 

I have put in 5 acres of spring wheat, 6 acres of oats, 12 acres of 
corn & % acre of potatoes besides planting and taking care of a 
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good sized garden, and doing all the chores, which last item is no 
inconsiderable matter, taking from 3 to 5 hours each day. I have 
planted about 1% acre of sugar cane (shorgum) this year. I can get 
the molasses made for half of it, if I strip the leaves off and haul 
it to mill, and what I have planted if it does well will make some 
25 or thirty galls. at least. I intend to sow about an acre of buck- 
wheat in a few days. It has been very dry this spring and summer 
thus far. We have not had a rainy day, only a few showers, since 
last Feby. In consequence of the drought small grains have not 
done well. My winter wheat did not spread any and is very thin, 
so that I can neither cradle nor mow it. What there is is well filled 
out and if I can get it gathered no other way I shall try to reap 
enough for seed with a sickle. I am in hopes that I can get a man 
to cut it for half of it, with a two horse reaper. There is probably 
not more than thirty bushels on the 11 acres. My spring wheat did 
not all come up good, what there is looks better than any that I 
have seen. But very few of my oats came up until a long time after 
they were sown, they are looking well now, however, and if the rest 
of the season is favorable I shall expect to get a fair crop. My 
garden is very backward on account of the dry weather. My corn 
looks well and is growing finely. I have commenced cultivating it. 
Sweet potatoes look well. We had a late frost which killed all the 
wild plums. 

I commenced to answer your letter but have been writing about 
something else all the time. I should have enjoyed fishing in the 
Sankatucket with Dr. Clarke very much. Am glad to hear that he 
is happy with his new wife and I wish him well most truly. I wish 
father was able to give up the Bank (perhaps he is if he would but 
think so). I suppose he gets a little more leisure now that he has 
given up the “Times.” I do not wonder that you both feel lonely 
sometimes, and I assure you that you do not wish that we were near 
you any more than we do, or that you were near us. I did not know 
but we would sell out this last spring, and if I had felt as dis- 
couraged then as I did a few weeks afterwards I think it likely that 
I should have sold even at a sacrifice; but I am glad that I did not. 
A man wanted to buy my farm and would probably have given 
$2,500. half cash and the rest in one year, but I wanted $3,500. and 
so he purchased else where. Besides my farm I have other property 
that I could probably sell for from $500. to $800. according to the 
times. I do not owe more than two or three dollars except my notes 
at Bank in R. I. If I get a good opportunity to sell out within a 
year or two I shall probably do so and settle nearer you. I like the 
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country here well enough, but would like to be within visiting dis- 
tance of my parents and old friends. We have a poor market now 
for anything. It is next to impossible to get any money at all. 
Times must improve, however, before long, they cannot grow much 
worse. 

You ask about Morton B. Sweet. I have heard nothing of him 
for about a year. He was then going to fort Laramie or some other 
Government post with a government train. He left here very sud- 
denly and considerably in debt. He had the name of drinking too 
much whiskey. He appeared well enough whenever I saw him, 
which was not very often. I well remember John A Brown & his 
sister Mary. Please remember me to them when you see them. 

Remember me to all the Lyme friends when you write. I be- 
lieve they have been owing me a letter for a long while. I would 
write them again, had I time to spare I have not been able to 
answer grandmother Wells’ letter yet. Is she still in Rochester? 

Congress has done us a great injustice by keeping us out of the 
Union so long. Had we been admitted when we were ready for it 
and desired it, we should doubtless have had a railroad from the 
Missouri river to Fort Reilly and other rail roads in other parts of 
the state. But capitalists will not take hold of such things much 
so long as we remain a Territory. If you can get time do write 
again soon, and I will try and answer soon. Hope I shall not have 
quite so much to do when I hear from you again. 

Yours affectionately, 
Thomas C. Wells 


Ella says she would write some if she was not so tired. She joins 
me in love to you all. We are comfortably well and as happy as 
ever; hope you are the same, both well and happy. 


Manhattan, K. T. 
Dear Father & Mother, Oct. 19th, 1860. 


How do you do? Well, I hope—we are pretty well; Don’t we look 
so?—only we are rather tired after a long journey, and probably 
show it in our faces. We received mothers letter of Aug. 24th in 
due time, but were very busy, cutting up corn &c. at the time and 
afterwards; on the 2d of Oct. we started for Leavenworth and when 
we came back found a letter from father. We were very glad to 
get both the letters and should have answered before but for 
want of time. Will now attempt to answer both. A short time 
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after mother wrote her letter I had an opportunity to sell twelve 
and a half acres of land that I did not really need, for ($200.) two 
hundred dollars, half down and the rest on the first of next March. 
I sold the land, received the hundred dollars, and the note of a 
responsible individual (Rev. Mr. Denison,) for the balance. I 
tried for a long time to sell my farm, or sixty two and a half acres 
on the east, which contained most of my improver-ents, but could 
find no one that could raise any money. I might have sold easily 
on time and taken security by mortgage on the piece, but de- 
termined that I would stay here a year or two longer before I would 
sell thus. 

The land will not decrease in value—it must rise—and next 
spring or next fall I may be able to sell for more than I now ask 
for my farm, or if I can get no more I may get the money down. 
Although the severe drouth has been very discouraging, and many 
will leave the country in consequence, yet it is not probable that we 
shall have another such season for many years if ever, and I think 
that a great many people will come to Kansas in the spring in the 
expectation of buying lands cheap from discouraged settlers. And 
if Kansas is admitted into the Union during the winter it will be 
the means of bringing a good many men with capital here, so that 
I think there is a fair prospect of my being able to sell in the spring, 
or at least within a year. The merchants here charge enormous 
proffits on almost all their goods, and seeing no prospect of my 
leaving here this winter, I concluded to go to Leavenworth and 
purchase what provisions &c. I needed. So I engaged a man to do 
my chores while I was gone, borrowed some wagon bows and sheet 
and fitted them to my lumber wagon, harnessed up my horses and 
started for Leavenworth, taking Ella with me, and leaving sister 
to take care of the house, &c., while we were absent. We went 
down on the south side of the Kansas fording that river at Man- 
hattan, passed through Wabonsee, the Pottawatomie reserve, To- 
peka, Tecumseh, Big Springs, Lecompton, Lawrance and the Dela- 
ware reserve. We forded the Kansas again at Lawrance as it was 
very low. On our return we came through Grasshopper Falls, 
Rochester, Indianola, Louisville and St. George. We were gone 
nine days, slept in our wagon every night but one, and traveled at 
least two hundred and fifty miles. At Lawrance we found some 
friends with whom we spent a night. We found Leavenworth a 
very busy place of about two thousand inhabitants. We got our 
pictures taken there and think them pretty good only we were very 
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tired and, Ella’s especially looks too sober. We made our purchases 
without any difficulty. We found flour worth $3.40 per sack (98 
Ibs.) sugar 1014 cts per lb. molasses—60 cts a gall. salt $1.90 
per sack of 200 lbs. &c. &c. Here the same articles are selling for—, 
flour $5.00 and above, sugar 7 & 8 lbs for a dollar, Molasses 90 cts. 
and salt 31% cts a lb. and other things in proportion. 

We met with no accident on our journey and were glad to get 
home again. I have cut up most of my corn and shall have plenty 
of fodder for my stock. I shall probably get from 100 to 200 bush 
corn, probably not more than 100 bush that would be fit to sell, but 
a good many nubbins that I can feed to pigs and chickens. I shall 
fat and kill most of my hogs, and kill off a good many of my 
chickens. I think I shall not have to buy any corn for my own use. 
We got about two bush of very good sweet potatoes from 100 hills, 
and about half as many Irish potatoes as we planted! We bought 
a few potatoes in L. at 90 cts a bush and a few apples at $1.25 a 
bush. We raised about 2 bush of squashes, no beets, turnips, carrots, 
cabbages, or any thing of the sort. 

We had a letter from Lizzie and Samuel, telling of the loss of 
their baby &c. Samuel gave me a very kind invitation to spend 
the winter with them—said he could find enough for me to do. 
Thank you for the invitations you give us to spend the winter with 
you. 

If you have a good opportunity to let your house and place do 
not save it for us, for it is very uncertain whether we shall be able 
to go east in the spring, and if we do go we can not tell now what 
we shall do. Depend upon this, that when we do leave Kansas, 
we shall want to make you a good visit and also Sam! & Lizzie and 
others of our friends before we settle down in any kind of business. 
I am by no means certain that I could endure the sea air for any 
length of time There has been much interest in religion here for 
several weeks. It commenced in the Methodist church and extended 
to the Baptist and Congregational Churches. We have had preach- 
ing every evening for about a week by Rev. Mr. Bodwell"™ agent of 
A. H. M. 8S. He is a very good man and an earnest, practical 
preacher. Our meetings have been well attended and much interest 
manifested. A dozen or more have asked the prayers of christians 


11. The Rev. Lewis Bodwell_ (1827-1894), a native of Connecticut, came to Kansas in 
1856 to serve as pastor of the Congregatio church in Topeka. In 1860 he accepted the 
agency of the American Home Missionary Society. Six years later he was recalled to the 

opeka church where he served until 1869, resigning on account of the ill health of his family. 
He then moved to Clifton Springs, N. Y. He took an active part in the struggle for freedom 
in Kansas. 
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in their behalf, and several of them hope that their sins are for- 
given and their names written in the Lamb’s book of life. I think 
Mr. B. will remain with us over the Sabbath. Mr. Blood has de- 
clined preaching here another year, and we know not whether we 
shall be able to get any one else immediately or not. Mr. Bloods 
time is out on the last Sunday of this month. 

We had a glass and frame around our pictures, but have taken 
them off to send in a letter. They look better in a frame. Ella’s 
likeness is not so good as mine. 

We both send love and shall expect to hear from home soon. 

Yours affectionately 
T. C. Wells 


Mr. Barker, a brother in law of Ella’s, of Sherborn, Mass. made us 
a visit of several days a few weeks ago. You may imagine we 
were all much surprised to see any friend from N. E. 

I got a letter from Mr. I. T. Goodnow yesterday. He says he 
called on you—thinks I had better remain here. What did he say 
of Kansas? T. C. W. 





Kansas History as Published 
in the Press 


An analysis of the composition of the population of Kansas was 
presented in an article published in The Southwestern Social Science 
Quarterly, of Austin, Tex., for September, 1935. The paper, “Some 
Demographic Characteristics of the Population of Kansas,” by Car- 
roll D. Clark and Roy L. Roberts, was read before the sociology 
section of the Southwestern Social Science Association meeting at 
Oklahoma City, Okla., April 20, 1935. 


Cowley county history is featured in Walter D. Hutchison’s col- 
umn, “Folks Hereabouts,” appearing frequently in the Arkansas 
City Daily Traveler. More of the county’s history is also published 
in occasional feature articles under the heading “Cowley County 
Reminiscences.” 


Pre-movie days in Hutchinson as recalled by L. A. Meece to 
Elliott Penner, reporter, were described in an article printed in the 
Hutchinson Herald, January 26, 1936. A story quoting from James 


H. Birch’s account of the Indian battle fought on site of Kinsley, 
on Coon creek, was recounted in the Herald, January 29. The battle 
is said to have occurred in May, 1848. 


First white settlement in Allen county was discussed in articles 
appearing in the Iola Daily Register, February 20 and 21, 1936. 
The Register also conducted a questions and answers column on 
Allen county history under the title “Know Your County.” The 
series, which ran for several weeks, started with the issue of March 9. 


The history of the Gove County Republican-Gazette, which was 
founded at Gove City, April 9, 1886, was briefly reviewed in its issue 
of March 26, 1936. 


Foreign settlements in Republic county were mentioned by Ida 
L. Smith in an article entitled “National Group Settlements” printed 
in the spring, 1936, issue of The Aerend, quarterly publication of 
Fort Hays Kansas State College. Included among the stories fea- 
tured in the summer number were the following of historical inter- 
est: “Mirage [in western Kansas],” by Thomas Freeman; “The 
Fall of Rome [Ellis county],” by Jane Flood, and “Victoria Hunt 
Club Ball,” by Paul King. 


(419) 
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“Members of First Colored Family in Emporia Still Living,” an 
article in the Emporia Gazette of April 9, 1936, reported. Joe 
Odair and his sister, Mrs. Ellen Burton, are the members who ar- 
rived in 1863. 


Gove county’s fiftieth birthday was observed with special cere- 
monies held at Gove City, September 2, 3, and 4, 1936. The Gove 
County Republican-Gazette, of Gove City, published several his- 
torical stories during the golden jubilee year. Included among these 
were: Excerpts from the first journal of the county commissioners, 
in the April 23 number, John F. Lindquist’s reminiscences of the 
county, in the August 6 issue, and Lewis A. Lincoln’s recollections, 
August 27. Mrs. A. M. Weir also contributed a series of articles 
on early Grinnell which appeared in the issues of August 13, Sep- 
tember 3, 17, 24, and October 22. The valuation of Gove county’s 
crops, livestock and taxable property for the past ten years was 
discussed by W. P. Harrington in the November 5 number. 


Frankfort school history was briefly reviewed in the Frankfort 
Daily Index, May 15, 1936. The first school was organized in 
March, 1869. 


Arkansas City’s golfing history was recorded by Joe Bly in an 
article entitled “Tomato Cans Were Basis for First Golf Course in 
the City,” appearing in the Arkansas City Daily Traveler, May 16, 
1936. 


Old-timers of Crawford county participated in the festivities held 
at Pittsburg, May 20, 1936, celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of 
the city’s founding. A special historical supplement issued by the 
Pittsburg Headlight and Sun, May 19, included the following stories: 
“Franklin Playter a Major Figure Here During Early Days,” “Pitts- 
burg Has Been the Coal Capital of Kansas Many Years,” “Churches 
Here Develop With City’s Growth,” “Tiny Settlement of 60 Years 
Ago Now Is Kansas Coal Capital,” “G. W. Kidder Recalls Early 
Days in City,” “Zine Smelters Were Major Industry in Early Days 
Here,” “First White Child Born in Crawford County [Elisha Black] 
Still Lives,” “Schmidt 27th Man to Serve City as Mayor,” “Water 
Supply Here Problem in Early Days,” “City Was Live Camp in 
1883,” and “Recalls First City Platting.” 


Dighton’s Christian Church, organized on May 26, 1886, cele- 
brated the fiftieth anniversary of its founding, May 31, 1936. A 
brief history of the church was published in the Dighton Herald, 
June 4. 
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The history of Newton’s Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, which 
observed its golden jubilee, June 7, 1936, was reviewed in the Newton 
Harvey County News, June 4, Evening Kansan-Republican, June 6, 
and Journal, June 11. 


Concord, Helena, and Mashenah, three ghost towns of Atchison 
county, were mentioned in the Atchison Daily Globe, June 10, 1936. 


Biographical sketches of several of Smith county’s pioneers were 
printed in the Smith County Review, of Smith Center, June 11 and 
25, 1936. 


The history of the Kansas Southwestern Railroad Co., organized 
August 27, 1885, as the Geuda Springs, Caldwell and Western Rail- 
road Co., was reviewed in an article entitled “Kansas-Southwestern 
Bids Adieu to A. C.,” in the Arkansas City Daily Traveler, June 25, 
1936. 


Fifty years of electric lighting in Great Bend was discussed in 
the Great Bend Tribune, June 30, 1936. 


The life of Father Paul Mary Ponziglione, early Kansas mis- 
sionary, was reviewed by Sister Mary Paul Fitzgerald in an article 
entitled “A Jesuit Circuit Rider,” in the July, 1936, number of Mid- 
America, a Catholic historical magazine published at Chicago. 


Dr. James C. Malin, associate editor of The Kansas Historical 
Quarterly and contributor of articles on Kinsley’s boom and the 
farm population turnover in Kansas to the Quarterly during 1935, 
has written another paper in the series which was published in the 
July, 1936, issue of Agricultural History, sponsored by the Agricul- 
tural History Society of Washington, D.C. The article was entitled 
“The Adaptation of the Agricultural System to Sub-Humid Environ- 
ment,” and illustrated the activities of the Wayne Township Farm- 
ers’ Club of Edwards county in 1886 to 1893. 


The experience of Mrs. Frank Todd in a “Trip in Concord Coach 
From Newton to Wichita in the Spring of 1870,” was related in 
Victor Murdock’s column in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, July 3, 
1936. 


A history of Corona lodge No. 137, I. O. O. F., instituted in Dodge 
City, July 6, 1876, was briefly sketched in the Dodge City Daily 
Globe, July 4, 1936. 

The Wichita Sunday Beacon issued a 116-page anniversary edition, 


July 5, 1936. The occasion was the eighth anniversary of the tak- 
ing over of the newspaper by Max, Louis and John Levand. 
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A history of the cattle industry in early-day Kansas was briefly 
outlined in the Dodge City Daily Globe, July 9, 1936. 


Pioneering in the Walnut river valley of Butler county was re- 
called by George Tong, of Leon, in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, July 
12, 1936. 


Chanute Tribune reporters interviewed early-day railroaders of 
the vicinity to gather material for their “Railroad Week” feature 
stories published during the week starting July 13, 1936. 


Liberal post-office history was reviewed in The Southwest Tribune, 
of Liberal, July 16, 1936. A new post-office building was dedicated 
July 18. 


Names of business houses operating in Wichita in 1881 were 
printed in Victor Murdock’s front-page column in the (Evening) 
Eagle, July 18, 1936. 


Atchison’s railroad history was sketched by John Burke in the 
Atchison Daily Globe, July 23, 1936. 


Historic Dodge City places were discussed by a visitor writing in 


the Clyde Republican, July 23, 1936. 


Alfred M. Landon, governor of Kansas, was formally notified of 
his nomination as the Republican candidate for president of the 
United States at special ceremonies held on the south steps of the 
state house in Topeka, July 23, 1986. The Topeka Daily Capital, 
State Journal, and the Wichita Beacon issued special notification- 
day editions honoring the governor and the state’s distinguished 
guests. 


Wichita history was reviewed in the sixty-fourth anniversary 
edition of the Wichita Eagle, issued July 26, 1936. 


Utica’s history was briefly outlined in the Utica Star-Courier, 
July 30, 1936. The city was incorporated on July 26, 1911. 


A brief biography of Dr. Barnum Brown, curator of the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York, appeared in an article en- 
titled “An Eminent Bone Hunter Got His Start Gathering Sea Shells 
in Kansas” in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, July 30, 1936. Doctor 
Brown was born near Carbondale. 


Chisholm trail history was briefly sketched in the Coats Courant, 
July 30, 1936. 
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“Eighty Years Ago Franklin, Kansas, Now Vanished, Was in the 
Limelight,” was the title of a feature article in the Kansas City 
(Mo.) Star, August 1, 1936. 


A review of the life of the late John Montgomery, publisher of 
the Junction City Union from 1888 to 1936, was printed in the 
Union, August 5, 1936. 


The history of the First Methodist Church of Morganville, as 
written by Mrs. H. J. Merten and Mrs. W. H. Lennard, was pub- 
lished in The Tribune, of Morganville, August 6, 1936. The fif- 
tieth anniversary of the building of the church was observed with 
ceremonies held August 2. 


Barton county rural teachers for the 1936-1937 term were named 
in the Hoisington Dispatch, August 6, 1936. 


The story of the Rev. Pardee Butler’s enforced cruise on the Mis- 
souri river after expounding the cause of freedom in pro-slavery 
Atchison was retold in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, August 7, 
1936. 


Several Kansas newspapers published articles in their summer 
issues recalling the grasshopper visitation of 1874. Included among 
these were: Wichita (Evening) Eagle, August 8 and 27, 1936; Clay 
Center Dispatch, August 11, and the Downs News, September 3. 


Biographical sketches of Walter A. Huxman, governor-elect of 
Kansas, were printed in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, August 9, 1936, 
Kansas City (Mo.) Star and Wichita Beacon, November 8. A bio- 
graphical sketch of Mrs. Huxman was also printed in the Novem- 
ber 8 Beacon. 


Great Bend’s history was reviewed in detail in the Great Bend 
Tribune’s forty-eight page sixtieth anniversary edition issued Au- 
gust 12, 1936. Extensive histories of the city’s newspapers, schools, 
business houses, churches, telephone system, post office, clubs, elec- 
tric lighting system, library, fire department, hotels, and railroads 
were printed. Pioneer biographies were sketched and names of the 
city’s mayors and first county officials were featured. Included 
among the illustrations were a map of Barton county’s oil pools, 
which accompanied a six-page history of the industry, and a plate 
showing points of interest in the Great Bend vicinity from 1806 to 
1886. Sixty years’ rainfall in Great Bend was recorded in table 
form. Other articles were headlined: “Egyptian Corn Introduced 
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in County in Early ’80’s . . . ,” “Mennonite Colony Moved 
Into Barton County in ’70’s, Securing Land in Pawnee Rock Vicin- 
ity,” “Only Sign of Life Here When Don Dodge Came in ’71 Was 
Dugout Where Post Office Stands,” “Cyclone First Big Storm to 
Strike Here,” “Pioneers Soon Learned Wheat the Best Crop,” 
“County Lines Big Question in Early Days,” “First Real Building 
Boom in Great Bend Took Place in 1878 . . . ,” and “Mennon- 
ites Credited with Introducing Turkey Wheat. . . .” 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, also known as the Clark’s Creek 
-Church, which celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its found- 
ing, August 16, 1936, is the oldest Lutheran church of the Missouri 
Synod in Kansas. A history of the church was sketched in the 
Junction City Union, August 12, and the Republic, August 13. 


The Hoisington Dispatch issued an illustrated “Anniversary Edi- 
tion” August 13, 1936, celebrating the “Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Founding of Hoisington and Building of the Missouri Pacific Rail- 
road to This Point.” Included among the special articles were: 
“Barton County Officers From 1872 to 1936,” “Charter That Started 
the City of Hoisington,” “Early Real Estate Deals,” “Townships 
Organized,” “Old Army Trail,” “First Hoisington Child,” “The First 
Physician,” “Early Newspaper History of Hoisington—Other Inter- 
esting Early Day Stories,” “Hoisington High-school Graduates,” 
“The Last Buffalo,” “Down Through the Years,” “The First Livery 
Barn in Hoisington,” “First Commercial Club,” “Official Happen- 
ings of Hoisington From the First Official Meeting,” and “Hoising- 
ton, 1886-1936.” Other stories reviewed Barton county post office 
and club histories. Names of city officials and biographies of prom- 
inent citizens were printed. Fifty-year residents of the community 
were named in a special column appearing from August 13 to Sep- 
tember 10, inclusive. 


Napoleon Boone was the “first white child born in Kansas 108 
years ago in Jefferson county,” George Remsburg recalled in an 
article published in the Atchison Daily Globe, August 15, 1936. 


The story of the writing of “What’s the Matter With Kansas,” 
William Allen White’s famous editorial of forty years ago, was told 
in the Kansas City (Mo.) Times, August 15, 1936. 


Businesses operating in the vicinity of William and Market streets 
in Wichita before the erection of the post-office building on the 
northwest corner fifty years ago were described by Victor Murdock 
in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, August 18, 1936. 
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Gen. James G. Harbord, Pershing’s chief of staff during the 
World War, spent the early years of his life in the hills northwest 
of Bushong, Kan., the Kansas City (Mo.) Times recalled in an 
article published August 19, 1936. 


Hoxie observed the fiftieth anniversary of its founding with a 
three-day celebration held August 20 to 22, 1936. Included among 
the writers contributing articles to the special edition of the Hoxie 
Sentinel, issued August 20, were: R. M. Martin, L. J. Wright, Fred 
C. J. Witt, F. A. MeIvor, Mrs. Katherine Bieker, Mrs. F. M. Burr, 
Laura Lynam Rawson, Alice J. Turtle, and James Foster. A history 
of Sheridan county, as depicted in a pageant given at Hoxie, August 
22, was published in the Sentinel, starting August 28. 


Sod houses in Kansas were discussed in an article entitled “Kansas 
Woman [Mrs. George Crofton] Proud of Her Sod House, Where 
She Has Resided 50 Years,” printed in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, 
August 23, 1936. 


Introduction of electric lights in Dodge City in 1886 was recalled 
in the Dodge City Daily Globe, August 25, 1936. 


Residents of Liebenthal, oldest of the Kansas settlements founded 
by emigrants from the lower Volga district of Russia, celebrated the 
sixtieth anniversary of the founding of their town, September 1, 1936. 
The history of the settlement was briefly reviewed in the Hays Daily 
News, August 31, and the La Crosse Chieftain, September 3. 


Judge R. M. Pickler, Herbert L. Fryback, Walt W. Mills, W. C. 
Wolfe, Henry A. Clark, Frank W. Simmonds, W. H. Ransom, A. W. 
Relihan, L. C. Uhl, and A. C. Coolidge were among the contributors 
writing in the sixty-fifth anniversary edition of the Smith County 
Pioneer, of Smith Center, issued September 3, 1936. 


Names of northeast Kansas old settlers registering at the Hia- 
watha fair, September 3, 1936, were printed in the Hiawatha Daily 
World, September 4. 


“A Few of the Historic Early Churches of Kansas Stand Today 
as Landmarks,” the Kansas City (Mo.) Star reported in a feature 
article published September 4, 1936. 


The sixty-fifth anniversary of the Swedesburg Lutheran Church 
of Clay Center, which was organized September 4, 1871, was cele- 
brated September 4, 5, and 6, 1936. Histories of the church ap- 
peared in Clay Center newspapers contemporaneous with the event. 
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An attractive pamphlet featuring the history of the Farmers 
State Bank of Lindsborg, which was chartered on September 4, 
1886, was recently printed by the Bethany Printing Co., of Linds- 
borg. The historical sketch, prepared by J. O. Stromquist, was 
supplemented with biographies of men who were prominently identi- 
fied with the organization and development of the bank. 


The history of the Kansas department of the American Legion 
was briefly reviewed in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, September 6, 
1936. 


Gaylord celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its incorporation 
on September 7, 1936. Historical sketches of the community were 
published in several issues of Smith Center newspapers. 


The history of Olmiitz, Barton county, was outlined by Rudy 
Mauler in the Hoisington Dispatch, September 10, 1936. 


Argonia Argosy history was briefly reviewed in its issue of Sep- 
tember 10, 1936. The newspaper was founded in October, 1913. 


Recollections of J. L. Hodges, pioneer Kansas railroad man, were 
printed in the Pratt Daily Tribune, September 10, 1936. Mr. Hodges 
operated a short-line railroad from Liberal to Woods a few years 
ago. 


The history of Rose school, District No. 27 of Butler county, was 
sketched in the Augusta Daily Gazette, September 11, 1936. The 
district was organized March 14, 1871. 


A brief history of the Topeka chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, was reviewed in the Topeka Daily Capital, September 
13, 1936. The chapter, which is reputed to be the oldest in Kansas, 
was organized January 31, 1896. 


The experiences of F. 8. Kirk, of Wichita, during the opening of 
the Cherokee outlet in 1893 were recorded by Victor Murdock in 
the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, September 16, 1936. The article was 
headlined “At Opening of the Strip Forty-three Years Ago Today 
Horse Better Than Engine.” Other articles recalling the historic 
event were published in the Arkansas City Daily Traveler and the 
Winfield Daily Courier of the same date. 


“Battle of the Arickaree, Sept. 17, 1868, Ended an Indian Menace 
in Kansas,” Paul I. Wellman reported in a Kansas City (Mo.) Star 
historical feature article appearing September 17, 1936. 
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A letter written by Donald Campbell, August 28, 1860, describing 
the journey of his party through Iowa and Nebraska on its way to 
make homes near Emporia was published in the Emporia Gazette, 
September 18, 1936. The letter is the property of Mrs. S. H. Ben- 
nett of Peabody, great-granddaughter of the writer. 


The Syracuse Methodist Episcopal Church observed its fiftieth 
anniversary with special services held September 20, 1936. The 
church’s history was reviewed in the Syracuse Journal, September 18. 


Garden City’s Daily Telegram celebrated the installation of Asso- 
ciated Press leased wire service in its plant with the issuance of a 
special section, September 22, 1936, featuring the city’s newspaper 
history. 


Thayer Methodist Church history was briefly sketched in the 
Thayer News, September 24, 1936. A new church building was dedi- 
cated by the congregation with services held September 27. 


Pratt county’s old settlers registering at their annual picnic held 
in Pratt, September 24, 1936, were named in the Pratt Tribune, 
September 25, and the Union, October 1. 


The history of Ebenezer Methodist Church, Highland township, 
Clay county, was outlined in articles published in the Clay Center 
Economist, September 30, 1936, and The Times, October 1. The 
church observed its sixtieth anniversary February 12 and the event 
was celebrated on September 27. 


Excerpts from the correspondence of the Rt. Rev. John Baptist 
Miége, 8S. J., first Vicar-Apostolic of the Indian Territory east of 
the Rocky Mountains, to his brother in France, were printed in 
Mid-America, Chicago, in its issue of October, 1936. The article, 
bearing the title “An Early Episcopal Visitation of Colorado: 1860,” 
was edited by Thomas F. O’Connor and was translated from J. C. 
Garin’s Notices Biographiques sur Mgr. J. B. Miége Premier, Apos- 
tolique du Kansas (Moutiers, 1886). 


Articles relating to Kansas history appearing in current issues of 
the Pony Express Courier, of Placerville, Cal., include: “When 
Dodge City Was Wild and Woolly,” by E. A. Brininstool, and “The 
Wind Wagon,” by George J. Remsburg, in the October, 1936, issue; 
“Graves Along the Oregon Trail,” by John G. Ellenbecker, in the 
November number. 
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“Early Days in Western Kansas” was the title of an article by 
J. G. Felts which was published in the Logan County News, of 
Winona, in its issues of October 1, 8, and 15, 1936. The history of 
the News was also reviewed by Mr. Felts in the October 1 issue. 


“Getting the Railroads Into City of Wichita Stirred Up Emo- 
tions,” Victor Murdock reported in the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, 
October 2, 1936. They were “carefully shuffled to the edge of the 
town and all ended up in the center of things.” 


Kansas history and industry were on parade at the Kansas Dia- 
mond Jubilee celebration, held in Wichita, October 7 to 17, 1936. 
Special “Diamond Jubilee” editions heralding the approaching ex- 
position were issued by the Wichita Sunday Eagle and Sunday 
Beacon, October 4. 


“Independence, Kan., Boasts Long List of Famous Persons,” the 
Kansas City (Mo.) Star reported in a two-column article published 
October 8, 1936. 


The history of the Strassburg community and its German Bap- 
tist Church was reviewed by Mrs. Jane Rupp in the Marion Record, 
October 8, 1936. 


Horton celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the 
city and the Rock Island Railroad Shops with a “Golden Jubilee 
Pageant,” held October 12 to 15, 1936. Newspapers of the city 
issued anniversary numbers during the month, The Tri-County 
News on October 12 and the Headlight on October 29, the latter 
publication also observing its own golden anniversary. Stressed in 
both editions were histories of the city, railroad, churches, lodges, 
schools, and business houses. Photographs, biographies and reminis- 
cences of pioneers, reprints from early Horton newspapers, congratu- 
latory letters, and names of old settlers were also featured. The 
News, which contained 48 full-sized pages, published brief histories 
of the city’s newspapers, political parties, clubs, patriotic organiza- 
tions, hospital, early-day bands, electric light and water plants. 
Titles of several feature articles included: “Rock Island Building 
Through Northeast Kansas in 1886 Fathers the City of Horton,” 
by F. J. Nevins; “Fire Fighting Equipment Has Improved Much 
in 30 Years . . . ,” by Dr. Clyde Gray; “Famous Old Kicka- 
poo Indian School Once Occupied Ground That Is Included in 
‘Horton Heights’ District”; “H.C. Miller Horton’s First Postmaster 

. . »” by Bertha Coffland; “Captain J. R. Thompson Tells 
About the Soldiers of Horton”; “Chief Kennekuk, One of the Most 
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Famous of the Kickapoo Chieftains, a Unique Character in North- 
east Kansas History,” by George A. Root; “Horton High-school 
Graduates Down Through the Years.” The historical supplement 
to the Headlight was issued in magazine form and contained 116 
pages. Among other stories featured by the Headlight were a brief 
review of the Pony Express by W. R. Honnell; “A History of 
Muscotah,” by Mrs. Ralph Ellson; “Fort Leavenworth Military 
Road,” by George A. Root; “A Sketch of Our Kickapoo Neighbors,” 
by George J. Remsburg, and “Some New Malden Memories,” by 
G. W. Carpenter. 


Solomon City’s lodge, No. 105, A. F. & A. M., celebrated the 
sixty-fifth anniversary of its organization, October 19, 1936. A his- 
tory of the lodge was briefly outlined in the Solomon Tribune, 
October 15. 


Macksville observed the fiftieth anniversary of its founding with 
a celebration held on October 23, 1936. The Macksville Enterprise 
issued a special edition, October 15, featuring histories of the city 
and its schools, post office, newspapers, churches and business houses. 
Included among the historical stories were: “And Macksville Is 
Fifty Years Old,” by J. C. Hinshaw, and “Early Experiences in 
Stafford County,” by Mrs. C. A. Satterlee. Brief biographical 
sketches of pioneers were printed in this and the succeeding issue. 
On November 5, Mrs, John Lill’s reminiscences of Cassoday were 
published. 


Wichita’s boom was recalled in a series of fifteen short articles 
featured on the front page of the Wichita (Evening) Eagle, starting 
October 16, 1936. The articles, contributed by Ralph Richards of 
Fort Scott, were labeled “Wichita As I Knew It.” 


Histories of the Washington Methodist Episcopal Church were 
printed in The Washington County Register, October 16, 1936, and 
the Washington County News, October 22. The church celebrated 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of its origin during the week begin- 
ning October 18. “Short Sketches of Kansas History” is the title 
of a new Register feature beginning with the October 16 issue. 


Oakley’s school history was sketched in the Oakley Graphic, Oc- 
tober 23, 1936. 


A two-column biography of Cyrus K. Holliday, one of Topeka’s 
founders and promoter of the Santa Fé railroad, was published in 
the Kansas City (Mo.) Star, November 5, 1936. 
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Parkerville’s history, as recounted by Mrs. Frank F. Prescott, was 
printed in the White City Register, November 5, 1936. The paper 
was read at the annual Pioneer Kansan picnic held in Wilsey, Oc- 
tober 22. 


A history of Wichita’s school system was briefly sketched in the 
Wichita Sunday Eagle, November 8, 1936. 


Osage City’s Methodist Episcopal Church held its sixty-sixth 
anniversary homecoming, November 8, 1936. A history of the 
church was outlined in The Journal-Free Press, November 11. 


Histories of Quinter and the Quinter Church of the Brethren were 
reviewed in The Gove County Advocate, of Quinter, November 12, 
1936. The church commemorated its founding on August 14, 1886, 
with special services held November 14 and 15, 1936. 


The history of The Kiowa County Signal, of Greensburg, for- 
merly The Progressive-Signal, was sketched by A. W. Gibson in the 
Signal of November 12, 1936. 


A two-column “Community History of Arrington,” by J. M. 
Miller, appeared in The Tri-County News, of Horton, November 
12, 1936. 


Oatville’s history was briefly recounted in the Wichita (Evening) 
Eagle, November 13, 1936. 


Short introductory sketches of members of Topeka’s artist group 
were printed in the Topeka State Journal, November 13 and 14, 
1936. 





Kansas Historical Notes 


The Kansas Editorial Association held its annual meeting in 
Topeka, June 19 and 20, 1936. Tom A. McNeal, veteran Kansas 
editor, was honored with a testimonial banquet at the evening ses- 
sion on June 19. John Redmond, publisher of The Daily Repub- 
lican, of Burlington, one of the speakers on the afternoon program, 
urged editors of Kansas “to pay more attention to the recording of 
current history as well as that of pioneer days.’”’ Newspapers should 
“contain the complete history week by week of the community and 
its institutions,” he said. “Kansas newspapers always have coép- 
erated with the State Historical Society to the extent of sending 
copies of each paper issued, but should send in all printed matter of 
historical nature which might be of value now or in future years.” 


Chase County Historical Society officers were reélected at the 
annual meeting held in Cottonwood Falls, September 5, 1936. C. W. 
Hawkins, of Clements, continues as president; C. A. Sayre, of Cot- 
tonwood Falls, as vice-president; Henry Rogler, of Matfield Green, 
as secretary, and S. H. Baker, of Cottonwood Falls, as treasurer. 
Historians of the Society are preparing copy for the first volume of 
Chase county history which is to be published soon. 


Forty-eight Kansas chapters of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution were represented in the organization’s fourth annual 
pilgrimage to the Rev. Thomas Johnson hall at Shawnee mission, 
September 16, 1936. Mr. S. B. Haskin, of Olathe, was the principal 
speaker. 


Bronze markers to be placed at the entrance of the old Indian 
mission burial ground east of Ottawa were dedicated at Ottawa, 
September 29, 1936, by the Gen. Edward Hand chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. Mrs. C. A. Gibson presided 
at the dedicatory program. Dr. S. P. Fogdall and Grace Meeker 
were the speakers. The inscriptions on the tablets read: “1845- 
1936. The Ottawa Indian Mission Burying Ground, graves of J. 
Meeker, founder, Chief Comechau and Notino, the Medicine Man. 
J. T. Jones, founder of O. U.” “1845-1936. Jotham Meeker, first 
printer and publisher in Indian Territory (Kansas) at Shawnee 
1833. Moved his press here 1849. Edward Hand Chapter D. A. R. 
1936.” 
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Several historic points in Douglas county were visited by mem- 
bers of the Douglas County Historical Society in two tours con- 
ducted by the Society on October 3 and 4, 1936. 


Officers of the Riley County Historical Society were reélected at 
the annual meeting held October 5, 1936. They are: C. M. Correll, 
president; Grace Givin, vice-president; Mrs. G. H. Failyer, sec- 
retary, and Mrs. John Flick, treasurer. On the new board of di- 
rectors are: Mr. Correll, Mrs. E. M. Irish, Miss Givin, Charles 
Emmons, Mrs. Flick, Mrs. Failyer, Mrs. F. L. Murdock, Mrs. C. 
B. Daughters, Mrs. J. B. Mudge and Ada Billings. 


The annual meeting for the election of officers of the Hodgeman 
County Historical Society was held at Jetmore, October 9, 1936. 
The officers are: L. W. Hubbell, president; E. W. Harlan, secre- 
tary; Mrs. Ora L. Teed, treasurer; Mrs. Leigh Newport, Lee Jack- 
son, L. W. Hubbell, directors; Mrs. Margaret Raser, historian. 


At a meeting of the Twentieth Kansas regiment association in 
Topeka, October 12, 1936, George Helwig was elected president and 
Frank Dodds, vice-president. Harry W. Brent was reappointed 
secretary-treasurer. 


Four Centuries in Kansas, a new Kansas history by Bliss Isely, 
Wichita newspaperman, and W. M. Richards, Emporia educator, 
was published this summer by the McCormick-Mathers Company 
of Wichita. Designed for use in the public school system, the book 
is written in a straightforward and interesting style. It not only 
reviews Kansas’ eventful past but describes the present-day re- 
sources and industries of the state. The 344-page book, attractively 
arranged, illustrated and printed, is a credit to its authors and pub- 
lisher, and a worthwhile contribution to Kansas literature. 


The Alumni Association of the University of Kansas has an- 
nounced the issuance of a second and revised edition of Kate 
Stephens’ book, Life at Laurel Town. The book, which presents a 
colorful picture of the people of Lawrence in the period following 
the Civil War, was first published in 1920. The second edition has 
some slight additions and carries real names of certain persons in- 
stead of the fictitious names used in the first edition. Miss Stephens 
has presented the edition to the Alumni Association. All income 
from sales goes to further the work of the association on behalf of 
the university. The book is priced at $2.50 a copy, postage paid. 
Address Alumni Association of the University of Kansas, Lawrence. 
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Western Kansas history has been recorded in Floyd B. Streeter’s 
Prairie Trails and Cow Towns, recently published by the Mount 
Vernon Press, of Boston, Mass. Mr. Streeter, who is librarian of 
the Fort Hays Kansas State College, has made an extensive study 
of contemporaneous documents. His 236-page illustrated book rep- 
resents a collection of several score subjects dealing with incidents 
occurring along the old wagon and cattle trails, life in the famous 


cattle-shipping centers of the early days and tales from the buffalo 
range. 


Pioneer meetings or old-settler reunions are sponsored annually 
by citizens of many Kansas cities and towns. Most newspapers 
publish historical data contemporaneous with the gatherings in their 
individual localities. Following is a partial list of communities and 
dates of the meetings: Leavenworth “Pioneer Days,” May 22-24, 
1936 ; Hazelton, June 5; Wichita, June 6, October 10; Beloit, Ulysses, 
June 17; Gridley, June 20; Kingery township (Thomas county), June 
21; Protection, July 4; Garden Plain (held at Wichita), July 19; 
Green, July 23-25; Nickerson, July 30, 31; Axtell, August 3-5; 
Jewell, Leoti, August 4, 5; St. Paul, August 6-8; Halstead, August 
12, 13; Clyde, Cottonwood Falls, August 14; Baldwin, August 14, 
October 13; Larned, August 18, 19; Hanover “Days of ’49,” August 
18-20; Finney and Haskell counties (held north of Sublette), Au- 
gust 19, 20; Deerfield, Ford, August 20; Belvidere, August 21; Oska- 
loosa, August 21, 22; Vermillion, August 25; Concordia, Lovewell, 
Mulvane, August 27; Sparks, August 27-30; Holton, August 28; 
Wabaunsee, August 30; Kensington, Gove City, September 2; Olathe, 
September 4, 5; Caldwell, September 7; Brookwood Park, Sep- 
tember 12; Lawrence, September 14; Humboldt, September 14-19; 
Topeka, September 14, October 10; Fontana, Marion, Stafford, Sep- 
tember 17; Weir, September 18, 19; Potwin, Pratt, September 24; 
Dodge City, September 26; Smith Center, September 30; Kirwin, 
October 6; Cherryvale, October 7; Mt. Hope, October 8; Fredonia, 
October 10; Herington, October 14; Horton, Rush Center, October 
15; Clay Center, Howard, October 16, and Wilsey, October 22. 
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Epsom salts, along Republican rive 

Erwin, oseph 

Eskridge, C. V., ferry incorporator 

Estes, Littleberry, mentioned by Isaac 
McCoy 261, 275, 342 

Eudora, note on early history of 828 

Eudora Weekly News, fiftieth anniversary 


of 
Eureka high school 
Evans, Abner A., LaFayette county, Mo., 274 
Evans, Mrs. Ma 214 
Evening Kansan-Republican, Newton. 
Everett, Wm., Clay county, Mo........ | 274 
Ewing, C., mentioned by Isaac McCoy. . 342 
a. early, encountered dust storms 

i est 
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loring expeditions of 1828 and 1830, 
y Isaac McCoy, journal edited by 
«++ 227-277, 339-377 


Fagan ——., superintendent of Missouri 
Pacific Railway 
Failyer, Mrs. G. H., officer 
Historical Society 
Fairchild, Frances .... 
Fairview Enterprise 215 
Fall River, note on schools in vicinity of, 328 
Fall River Star 328 
Famine 
Farm creek, near Fort Clark 
Farmers State Bank of Lindsborg, char- 
tered in 1886 4 
Farms 
Faulkner, C. E. 
Fay, Edward T. 
Fay, Mrs. Mamie Axline, Pratt 
i Mh” on6undescedansyenens 261, 275 
Federal Archives Survey, work in Kan- 
sas progressing on 2 
Felts, J. G 
Ferguson, James, sheriff of Wyandotte 
county 191, 198 
“Ferries in Kansas,” articles by George 
A. Root, “Arkansas River”... 22- 32 
180- 190 
—-— “Grasshopper River’ 819- 824 
“Great Nemaha River” 378- 380 
Ferry, Leonard 8. coccee SEO 
Ferry, Grasshopper Falls : 
Ferry boat, Big Blue Rover, constructed 
by Donner Party at Independence 
crossing 208 
— operated by 8. D. Dyer 165, 
Fever and ague 158, 159, 251, 298, 316 
Fidelity, St. Augustine’s Church, note on 
history of 2 
Finney county 
— ferry operating within 
— old settlers’ meeting held in 
Fire department, Gypsum, mentioned... . 
— Osborne, organized 1888 
Fires, in Gypsum, note on 
—in Ottawa . 
— See, also, Prairie fires. 
Fish, E. _ ferry incorporator 
Fish, Pascal’ 
Fish, S. G., road commissioner 
Fish, shot by Wesauogana 
Fisher, Mrs. Mattie. 
ee Mr. 
Fitch, E. killed in Quantrill raid... . 280 
Fitzgerald, 4 Paul 42 
Flags, U. 8., over Major Langham’s 
shanty 
—requested by McCoy for use on ex- 
ploring tour 842, 852 
Flatboat, on Grasshopper near old Huron, 7 
Flatboats, on Arkansas river 
Flick, Mrs. John, officer Riley County 
Historical Society 
0 re See 238 
Flint Hills, note regarding springs in... . 
Flint-lock musket 


Riley County 
79,4 


ing 1 

asta river 

— El Paso bridge carried away during. . 

— Gypsum valley, note on 

— in Ar 

Florence, T. P. Alexander pioneer hard- 
ware merchant of 

Florence Bulletin 





GENERAL INDEX 


Flour, price in 1859 
— scarcity of, at Harmony mission 
Flournoy, ——, Independence, Mo 
Fogdall, Dr. S. P. 
Fool Chief, village of 
De GEE coecccseoenecavessesce 23, 
Foreign settlements, in Republic snuien <b 
Foreman, James F., road commissioner. - 380 
Foreman, John W., "fe Try operator 
Forsythe, Mr. ——, mentioned........ 234 
Fort Arbuckle 8 
— troops of, set out for Fort Leaven- 

worth 
Fort Belknap, 
Fort Clark 
Fort Cobb 
— —— at, set out for Fort Leaven- 
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Fort | sat 

Fort Dodge 

Fort Dodge-Fort Hays 

Fort Gthosn, road from Fort Harker to, = 

Fort 

Fort Harker, trail to Wichita from 

Fort Hays-Fort Dodge trail 5 

Fort Hays Kansas State College. 57, 107, 419 

— Floyd B. Streeter librarian at 433 

— index of western Kansas newspapers | 
preserved by, a WPA project 

Fort Hays military reservation 

Fort Laramie 

Fort Leavenworth 

— Federal troops in Indian territory at 
beginning of Civil war ordered to, for 
mobilization 

— first Kansas capital 

— Isaac McCoy’s foresight regarding site 
for 359 

— military road from 

— note on early history of 

—old buildings at, still preserved..... : 326 

Fort Leavenworth-Fort Riley road. 150, 164 

— relocation of 323 

— crossed Grasshopper river near pres- 
ent Valley Falls 

Fort Leavenworth military reserve, sur- 
veying of 

Fort Leavenworth military road, note on 
history of 42 

Fort Mann, Arkansas river said to be 
navigable to vicinity of 

Fort Osage 

Fort Riley 


352 
147, 282, 289, 300, 320, 415 
— cholera raging at 154 
— deaths from cholera at 
— military road from Fort Leavenworth 
to 150, 164, 320 


——- relocation of 

— named for Maj. Bennet Riley 

Fort Scott, S. D. Dyer a mechanic at. 

Fort Scott Tribune 

Fort Scott Tribune-Monitor 

Fort Sill, Okla. 

Fort Smith, Ark. 

— Arkansas river navigable to 

— federal garrison at 

Fort Smith (Ark.) Herald, cited 

Fort Washita, federal garrison at Fort 

Smith combined with 

Su MEE nalaledbabusadtanus~neos 130 
135, 140, 252, 262 

Fort Worth, Tex 8 

— Missouri Pacific strike of 1885 

Fort Zarah 

Forts, early Kansas, note on 

—in Ford county, investigation of 

Foster, James 


i 8 qui Bouille river, ferry Pa 
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Fouquet, L. C., Chandler, Okla., recol- 
lections of M. Greenway, operator of 
Wichita ferry 186 

4-H Clubs, Kingman county, mentioned, 215 

Four Mile community 217 

Fourth of July, first Lawrence celebra- 
tion of 

— 1804, note on celebration of 

Fox Indians 

Fox river 

— distressed looking whites living at 
DM. oi: c,qnbGase belnesenee sed 231 

Frame, John, ferry operator 

“Frank Heywood Hodder, 
article by James C. Malin 

Frankfort Daily Index 

— founded February 20, 1886. 

Frankfort school history, note ‘on.. 

Franklin, Benjamin, quoted 

rae, Douglas county, note on history 
o 42 

Franklin county, note on early days of, 333 

Franklin High School, Baltimore, Md.. 

Frazer, James, road commissioner 

Fredonia 

— note regarding court house at 

Fredonia Daily Herald 

Free Silver and Anti-Prohibition Party, 
Charles Robinson leader of 

Free State people, wrongs of 

Freeman, Thomas 

Freighting, from Arkansas City 

Fremont, John C 

rn i Ce. Wacken eee see 

French, Mrs. E. M., Jamestown, daugh- 
ter of Benj. White, killed by Indians 
in 1868 

French -Pottawatomie, Mo-she-No, a 
prominent member of 

Frizell, E. E 

Fryback, Herbert I 

Frye, Johnnie, Pony Express rider, sup- 
planted Alexander Carlisle 

Fuhr, Frank 

Fuhr, Lulu R 

Funston, “Fighting Fred” 

Furs and robes, Chisholm returns with. . 


185 
2860-1985," * 


Gadsden Purchase 
Garden City, boom of the 1880's 

scribed in Garden City Daily Telegram, pad 
— note on newspaper history of 
Garden City Daily Telegram 2 
<n Kansas Resource Baition” 


Garden Plain, date of meeting of old 
settlers o 

Methodist Church, note on history of.. 

Gardner, note regarding guerrilla visits me 
WD coccecceccccscsevecececeseseoes SD 5 

Gardner Gazette 

Garin, J. C. 

Garnett Review 

Gas, artificial, in Ottawa, 

Gasconade, Mo. 

Gasconade river, mills on 

Gaylord, fiftieth anniversary of incorpo- 
ration 42 

Geology, curious formations of, along 
Republican river 

Georgia, emigrants bound for Kansas 
from 

German Baptist Church, of Strassburg 
community, Marion county 

German-Russians, migrate from Mexico 
to —“— 
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Geuda Springs, ferry on Arkansas near, 
operated by John Conley 180 
Geuda Springs News 
Ghost towns, in | es mentioned . 
Gibson, Mrs. C. A 
Gibson, Thomas, Gasconade, 
Gilbert, Charles 
Gill, Helen G. 
Gillette, Almerin 
Gillies, — — 284, 304, 392 
Gillmore, Mrs. Isabel Mace, note on his- 
tory of Henry Rohr Chapter of Order 
of the Eastern Star . 223 
Givin, Grace, officer Riley County His- 
torical Society 
Glauber salts, deposited on sand beaches 
of the Republican 3 
Glen Elder, rival of Beloit for county 
seat of Mitchell county 105 
Glen Elder Sentinel 
Glick, George W., first Democratic gov- 
ernor of Kansas 
Goddard 
Godsey, Mrs. Flora I., Emporia .... 64, 
Golden, T. V., division superintendent of 
Missouri Pacific 
Goodnight, Charles, 
Chisum 
147, 149, 158, 
300, 309, 
—one of founders of Bluemont College, 
Manhattan 
Goodwin, G. H. 


Gordon, R. C., member ferry company 
Gorham, Sylvia DeWitt .............. 830 
Gosa, Ottawa Indian...... 235, 242, 246, 2 
249, 265, 266, 26 
— accompanied McCoy on exp loring tour, 2% 
— drunkenness of 2 
Gould, Alfred, 
Gould, Fred, 
Gould, Jay 
Gould Southwestern strike, 
of 
— states affected by.. 
Gove City 
Gove county, note on fiftieth anniversary 
ceremonies 
Gove County Advocate, Quinter.... 217, 
Gove County Republican-Gazette, os 
City g 
— note on history of...........ceeee0. 
Gove county teachers, 1935-1936, listed 
in Gove County Republican-Gazette, 
Gove City 
Government road, from Fort 


monument to... 
monument to 


short 


Leavenworth 
ms, 

“Governors of Kansas,” a by 

T. A. McNeal, before the Hi storie 


— surviving in 1935 
Graduate Magazine, of University 
is haahakbiie> abbr ete’ inden 219 
Graham, I. D 58 
Grand Army of the Republic, Ottawa... 334 
I OO a 273 
Grand Auglaize river, branch of the Osage, 242 
Grand Island on Platte river 866 
Grand Pawnees, on Platte rive .. 852 
Grand river, Michigan, Baptist mission 
for Ottawas on senee 
Grand river, Missouri = 
Grant County Journal, Medford, Okla... 
Grant-Johnson controversy, mentioned... 
Grant township, Marion county, School 
District No. 9 
Grape hunt 
Grasshopper Bridge Company, failure of 
bill to establish 323 
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— Bailey’s ferry, close to Perry 
— bill autho iste cotablishment of ferry 

at mouth of river, vetoed by governor, 323 
— ferries on, discussed by Geo: 


— name P aELS to Delaware 
Grasshoppers 
—in Harvey county, 1874, descri 
John 8. Biggs in gwick Pantagraph, 214 
— may have given name to G 
river 
—near Manhattan, 1856 
pathos ay in Kansas, years occurring, one 
— — 1874, note regarding 
Graves, W., The Baaon Treaty, a 
story Fo the Osage country, issued in 
orm 


Gray, John M. Kirwin 

Gray county 

— ferry operating within 

Gray wolf 

Grayson, Mr. —-—, member of Donner 

party 

Great American desert 

= Bend, building boom of 1878, men- - 
4 


ioned 
- = wand of, noted 


423 
— note on fifty years electric lighting in, 421 
—sixty years’ rainfall mentioned 423 
Great Bend Tribune 

Great Nemaha agency 

— John C. Anderson, interpreter at.... 


Nemaha river, early mention of. . 
discussed by George 


Great 


— ferries on, 


erses 22 
Great Spirit F atm described by McCoy, 373 
Greeley, Wadsw mound near, a John 

Brown lookout 83 
Green, Katherine, early days in Cawker 

City recounted in Cawker City Ledger, 106 
Green, Nehemiah, preacher, me gov- 

ernor on resignation of Crawford. . 

Green, Mrs. Willard 

Green, Clay county 

— date of - etter ‘meeting 
Green Bay, M 

Greenback Any cas 


wry operator........ 
— recollections of L. C. Fouquet concern- 
ing ferry — b: 
Greenwood coun‘ 
Gridley, date of Ola settlers’ meeting at. iss 
Griffenstein, William, Wichita 188 
_ — kansas river with wagon 


Grinley: Thornton, St. Louis, Mo 
Grinnell, note ing early days 
Grist mill, at Manhattan in 1886 





Ground, Benjamin, St. Louis, Mo. 
Guerrillas, note on three visits to Gard- 


Gypsum, city auditorium 

— fire department 

— forty eight years ago 

— mail service in, mentioned 

— municipal water system, note on 

— note on early history of 

— public schools, note on 3 

Gypsum, deposits of, found by McCoy 
on Stranger creek 86 

Gypsum Advocate, fiftieth anniversary 
edition of 


Hagadorn, E., mentioned 

Hagard, Eliza 

Hall, ——, Boston, dealer in band in- 
struments 


Hall, C. A., discharge of 
— foreman of woodworkers of Texas and 
Pacific car shops at Marshall, Tex... 194 
Hall, Mrs. Carrie A., Leavenworth 
Hall, Mrs. J. N 
Halstead, date “ old settlers’ meeting at, 433 
Hamelton, Chas. A., leader in the Marais 
des Cvgnes tN. 
Hamilton, Clad, Topeka 
Hamilton, George, director ferry company, 184 
Hamilton, James, director ferry company, 184 
Hamilton, John D. M., note on 
raphy o 
Hamilton cuir 
— note on early history of 
Hampden Ezpositor 
Hanna, Miss — —, married to — — 


mer bank, N. Y. 167 170 
Harbord, Gen. James G., qenhing'’s chiel 

of staff during World 
Hard Pan schoo! g~ Ry No. 8, Cottey * 


Hardeman county, Tenn. 
Hardin, Mark 
Hardy, >. Chas. W. wa 
en has. M., Abilene 
hisholm cattle trail described 
mW. sheriff ry 
- secretary geman 
County Historical Societ ety 432 
Harlow, Mr. ——, of Vermont 
Harmony mission, Bates county, Mo.... 


— McCoy’s ex > party reach 


— missionary force at 
Harrington, Grant W. 


— ferry ‘at p> ae City operated by.. 





GENERAL INDEX 


a E 


Harvey, Mrs. Isabelle C., Topeka... 7 

— member nominating committee 

Harvey, James M., became governor and 

United States senator 

— Mrs. Sara Keyes a great aunt of.. 

—T. A. McNeal’s recollections of 

— three daughters of, reside on farm pre- 

him in Riley county en 


a county, grasshoppers in year 
1874, mentioned 4 
—relief furnished during winter of 1874- 
1875, note on 107 
Harvey County News, Newton 
Harwi, A. J., state senator 
Haskell county 
—note on early Sunda 
— old settlers’ + 
kin, Mrs. tee 
Hatfield, Rodolrh, Wichita attorney. . 
Haucke, Frank, Council Grove 
Haufbauer, John, ferry operator 
Haven, notes on history of 
Haven Journal 
Hawk feathers, as ornaments 
Hawkins, C. W., yo 
hase County Historical 
Hawley, James R. 
Hay, cost of, along Pony Express route, 68 
Hayes, R. S., first vice president of Mis- 
souri Pacific Railway at St. Louis, dis- 
cusses strike matters 43, 44 
Hays, Mrs. R. R. 217 
Hays, high school history, notes on. 108, 331 
Hays Daily News 108, 331, 425 
Hazelton, date of old settlers’ meeting at, 438 
Hazelton Herald 22 
Hazens, — —, leave Vermont for Kansas, 278 
Hebrew, Mr. ‘and Mrs. 
Hegler, Ben F., Wichita 
Helena, Atchison county ghost town.... 
Helwig, George, president Twentieth 
Kansas Association 
Henry, John A., ferry incorporator 
Henry Rohr chapter, Order of the East- 
ern Star, note on history of 2 
Herald of Freedom, Lawrence 
—P. Plumb foreman of 
Herbert, Ewing 
Herndon, A. G., Springfield, Ill 
Hersey, T. F., surveyed cattle trail to 
Abilene 
Hewitt, Dr. 
Hiawatha 
— fair at, note regarding old settlers reg- 
istered during 
Hiawatha a, World 
Hickok, James B. (Wild Bill), in charge 
of Rock Creek, Neb., station on Pony 
Express route 69 
Hickory 
Hickory Point, battle of 
Hicks, — —, lifornia cattleman y 
Hide Out and Rule schools, Fall River 
vicinity, note on history of 328 
Highland 
Highway 73, Leavenworth county ito 
posed bronze statue of Buffalo 
be erected on 
Hill, Lloyd, Topeka 
Hillsboro Star, founded May 2, 1924. 
Hindman, Gen. Thomas C., rescinds ay 
that no quarter be given officers and 
of colored regiments 
Hing- ~Ewi- men-o-ken, Delaware name for 


_ oe 
— Osborne ‘count, note aE gy 
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Historical —e Survey, instituted 7. 
the W. PLA 

Historical Bociety. See, Kansas State 
Historical Society. 

History and Literature Club, Horton's 
oldest woman's society, note on history 


of 
Hobble, Frank A., Dodge City 
Hoch, Edward Wallis, elected governor, 77 
Hodder, Frank 63, 64, 79, 81, 335 
—articles published by 121 
—author of Government of the People 
o; Kansas 
— biographical sketch, by James C. 
Malin 115- 121 
— book reviews written for various pub- 
lications by 
— date of death 
— elected president Historical Society. . 


— Kansas items published by 
— Lincoln materials for lectures prepared 
by, given Kansas Historical Society.. 118 
Hodgeman County Historical Society, 
newly elected officers of 
Hodges, George H., second Democrat to 
be elected governor of Kansas........ 
Hodges, J. L., operated short-line 7 
road 
Hogin, John C., Belleville 
Hoisington, fiftieth anniversary, note on 424 
—first child born at 4 
— newspaper history mentioned 
Hoisington Dispatch 
— anniversary edition of 
Hole, Mrs. Agnes C., letter regarding 
ferry matters quot 
Hole, Franklin J. 
Holladay Overland Stage Co., 
Root, express messenger on 
Holladay stage coach lines 
Holland, William, Farm creek, near Fort 


Clark 26 
Hollembeak, Dr. G. W., early Dodge City 
doctor 110 
Holliday, Cyrus K. 
— one of Topeka’s founders............ 4 
Holmberg, J. A., director Lindsborg His- 
torical Society ll 
Holmes, Mrs. E. L., Lawrence 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Paola, 
note on history of 
Holyrood Gazette, note on history of... 
Homestead law, repeatedly defeated by o- 
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Honey 


Honey locust 

Honnell, . 

—address “The Pony Express”’.... 

ie of Pony Express route prepared 
y 


Hornet, The, mimeographed organ of Sun 
City schools, historical edition of... . 
TEED GENES occesccccaceseecccsccsee 240 

Horses, Isaac McCoy's efforts to prevent 
stealing of 855 
Horton, “date of incorporation 
— ‘fiftieth anniversary of, noted.... 
—‘‘Golden Jubilee Pageant” held October 
12 to 15, 1936 42 
—H. C. Miller, first postmaster of.... 
— high school graduates, note on 
— History and Literature Club, history 
of, noted = 
— note on history of 
Horton Headlight 
— golden anniversary edition of. 
Hose, Myrtle Curran 
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107, 108, 327 
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Howard ddl Mo. 
Howes, Cecil . . 108, 109, 111, 221, 327, 335 
Hoxie, H. M 41 43, 196 
— vice-president of Missouri Pacific rail: 
road 
—willing to meet strikers 
Hoxie, note regarding fiftieth anniversary 
of foundin 4 
Hoxie Sentinei 
Hubbell, L. W., officer Hodgeman County 
Historical Society 432 
Huerfano, as ferry planned for... 
Huggins, W. ,» Emporia 
EEE, Wile We can saeecoeseveseces 216, 220 
Hulbert, Archer Butler, mentioned 120 
Humboldt 
— Methodist Church, seventy-fifth anni- 
versary celebrated 110 
— state road to Wichita from 
Humboldt Union 
Humphrey, James 
Humphrey, Lyman U. 
— governor, Tom McNeal’s recollections 
of 


Hunnewell 

Hunt, Elvid, History of Fort Leaven- 
worth, quoted 

Hunters 

— accompanying McCoy 

Huntersville, early y tomy described in 
Hutchinson Heral 

Huron, old, vestiges of old military road 
still visible near 82 

Hutchinson, note on pre-movie days in. 

Hutchinson Herald 

Hutchinson Record 

Hutchinson Typographical Union, note on 
founding of 33 

Hutchison, Walter D 

Huxman, Walter A., 
Kansas 

Huxman, Mrs. Walter A q 

Hypnotism, as first introduced in Wich- 
ita, note on 32 


Illinois river 
— McCoy party crossed by canoe 
Independence 
—note regarding famous persons of... . 
Independence, Mo., Donner party’s per- 
sonnel as it left 
Independence crossing, Big Blue river, 
Donner party halted by flood at...... 208 
i err 211 
— why so named 
Independence Methodist Episcopal 
Church, near Goddard, twenty-fifth 
anniversary 


odge 

Indian 
— agency, at Kennekuk 
—-— beef contracts at 
— art 
— battle, on Coon creek, 1848, note on, 419 
— camping places on Solomon river .... 373 
— carpet, made of rushes and iris 
— cemetery, discovered by McCoy on 

Fort Leavenworth reservation 


— customs, described 17, 

— jubilee, Kickapoo-Pottawatomie, arti- 
cle by Frank A. Root 15 

— massacre, Lone Tree, in southwest 
Kansas 

— mission burial ground, near Ottawa, 
bronze markers placed at entrance to. . 
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Indian missions, Methodist, in Kansas. . 
— mounds, — Isaac McCoy first 


——on Ea Phillips place 

—raid . 

— raids on Smoky Hill trail 

— road, leading to Shawnee village 

— in Kirwin, in fall of 1878, note 
on 109 


ign 

— trail, noted by Capt. Marcy 
Indian territory 
— cattle dealers of 
— Chisholm cattle trail started from.. 189 
— federal troops located in, at beginning 

of Civil War 
— map frepared by Isaac McCoy for... 
— Major Merril’s map through 
— onwe for railroads through territory 


puliensin ee See 324, 416 
Indians . 68, 284, 327, 336, 347, 357, 366, 369 
— accompanyin McCoy, become intoxi- 
cated while at St. 233 
—-— growing impatient 
— attending Kickapoo-Pottawatomie 
jubilee 
—certain tribes permitted to examine 
lands west of Mississippi river and se- 
lect locations 
— eastern, removal of, to west planned. 
—encampment of 
— exceedingly careless and improvident. 
— ferried families across Arkansas river 
at Wichita in tubs 
— log stockade in Osborne county, built 
for rotection against, in early 1870's, 
— McCoy’s plans for removal to lands 
west of Missouri approved 
— marked out easiest paths through the 
Indian territory 
— massacre Kansas citizens on frontier 
— removal of, to lands in west 
— sanctioning public ownership of pub- 
lie utilities, note regarding 2 
CE aah dedestkcondesecdesectees MON 
—— expected at St. Louis 
— with McCoy party, obtained whisky 
and returned drunk 23 
— See, also, names of tribes. 
Industrial Court, Kansas 
Infare, at S. D 
Ingalls, John J. 
Intere: ~ Dn ten percent usual in early 
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Kan 

Iola, First Methodist Church, seventy- 
fifth anniversary celebrated 

Iola Daily Register 108, 110, 
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— diminished reservation of 

— John B. LeRoy interpreter for 

Ireland, Harry 

Irish, Mrs. Eusebia Mudge 

— director of Riley County Historical So- 
ciety 

Trish, founded Emerald 

Iron, sand stone on Solomon river re- 
sembling 

Iron ore, found on Delaware lands 

—hill of, discovered by Isaac McCoy... . 368 

Irons, Martin, district master workman of 
Knights of Labor 

Irrigation, in western Kansas 

“Isaac McCoy and the Treaty of 1821,” 
article edited by Lela Barnes.. 

Isely, Bliss 

— joint author of new Kansas history .. 

Isham, Charles 

Island’ Park, Gypsum 

Ives, C. W., diary of 
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ploring party 
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I Mv ccuede-cowcescesencess 84 
i Cimarron 
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Jamestown 
Jamison, J. C., attorney general of Mis- 
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matters 
Jayhawkers 
Jefferson, I. 
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Jefferson county 820 
— ferries operating within 
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commissioners 
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in limits of 
Jefferson Methodist Church, note on his- 
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Jenkins, Gaius 5 
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City library 105 
Jennings, Frank S., state senator 
Jewell, date of old settlers’ meeting at. . 
ED 0 6.0.00006054 000400600 217, 334 
— note on early-day colonization at- 
tempts 
ucas, fastest steamboat on Mis- 
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Jingle Bob outfit 
Jo Jim, a Kansas Indian interpreter. . 
356, 363, 364, 37 1 
— beavers trapped by 
— deer killed by 
—— Quick, Delaware. See Quick, 
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Johns Hopkins University, Studies in 
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Johnson, ——, with McCoy’s exploring 
expedition 87 

Johnson, Grandfather — — 

Johnson, Grandmother — — 

Johnson, Allen 

Johnson, 

Johnson, 

Johnson, Julia Esther 

Johnson, Richard M., school planned by, 354 

Johnson, Samuel A 8335 

mn, Rev. ae Methodist preach- 

75-377, 487 

idan, William, first Methodist mis- 
sionary to Kansas Indians 

Johnson County Democrat, Olathe 

Johnson-Grant controversy 

Johnson's (or Johnston’s) hotel, — 
Mich. 14 

Johnson's school, in Kentucky 

Johnston, Gen. Albert Sidne 
army from Fort Covnwete t 
Mormon uprising 

Johnston, John 

Johnston, Mrs. William A., Topeka. . 

Jones, ——, at Harmony mission, 245 

Jones, Semen, Lyons 81 

Jones, Paul, 

Jones, 

Jones, 


oO quell 


Journal of Isaac McCoy for exploring 
expeditions of 1828 and 1830, edited 
by Lela Barnes 227-277, 339- 377 
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Journal-Free Press, Osage City 
Joy, Mrs. Sophia Kramer 
Julesburg, Colo., station on old Pony 
Express route 
Junction City 8 
— Methodist” Church, note on history of, 326 
Junction City Republic, cited 3 
Junction City Union, cited 23, 423, 424 
Juniata, ferry at, over Big Blue river. 50 
— government bridge across Blue car- 
ried away by the ice 


Kahrens, Joseph 
Kalloch, Rev. 31 
- pioneer editor and minister of Ottawa, 333 
Kambach, Mrs. Frank, secretary-treasurer 
Shawnee County Old Settlers’ Associa- 


Kar dt, mry W., note regarding early 
ty reminisec nees of 
Kan polis Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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—at St. Louis to discuss strike matters, 43 
— ordered out Missouri militia during 
Missouri Pacific strike 
Marquette, explorer, Arkansas river men- 
tion Vv 
Marquette Mission Covenant Church, 
thirty-fifth anniversary observed 
Marquette Tribune 
Marshall, Geo. H 
Marshall, T. 
Marshall, 
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Martin, McCoy &, Kansas City, Mo., 

count book of, given Historical Society, 58 
Martin, A. 7 
Martin, Gov. John A 


— appealed to, for military protection 
during Missouri Pacific strike 

—alled upon for military assistance in 
preserving order at Parsons 19 

— colonel of Eighth Kansas 

— dispatch to Superintendent Hoxie of 
Missouri Pacific Railway regarding 
strike situation in Kansas . 

— elected governor, Tom McNeal’ 8 recol- 
leetions concerning 

— Frank A. Root a partner of, in At- 
chison Champion and Press 

—labor problems of, 1885 

—— 1886 

— nominated by acclamation 

— opening speech of gubernatorial cam- 
paign delivered in Topeka 

— with Kansas railroad commissioners, at 
St. Louis to confer with Missouri Pa- 
cific officials for adjustment of strike, 

Martin, M. J., ferry incorporator 

Martin, S 

Martin, 
Mo. 


Martin's river, present Delaware 
Mary 8. Wells chapter, No. 41, Order of 
Eastern Star of Osborne, fiftieth an- 
niversary of 325 
Marysville 25, 50, 211, 212 
Mashenah, Atchison county ghost town, 421 
Mason, Mrs. Henry F., Topeka, chairman 
nominating committee Historical So- 
ciety 
Masonic Lodge, Hazelton 
— Larned, organized in January, 1886. 
Masonic News, Kansas City 
Massachusetts, emigrant aid society of. . 
Massachusetts Baptist Missionary 
Society 
Masters, Joseph G 
Mat, braiding woolen rags for 
Mathewson, William, original “Buffalo 
Bill” 


Mats, husk, mode of making 
Mauler, Rud 
Maximilian, 


— associate of oo Chisholm 

— ferry operator ... 

— “Reminiscences of Frontier Life,” 
ae in Kansas State Historical 
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Tredivg post in North Canadian river. 
Meade Center, fiftieth anniversary of in- 
corporation as third class city 10 
Meade county, date of organization .... 
—notes regarding early settlement and 
boundaries of 
Meade Globe-News, special historical edi- 
tion of 
Mechem, Kirke, secretary of Kansas State 
Historical Society .... 62, 66, 80, 108, 111 
— Memorial Craftsmen of Kansas, in 
Salina, addressed by 
— note on early observance of Thanksgiv- 
ing in Kansas 
— report of 
— Shawnee ——~_X Indian Historical -, 
ciety addressed 
Medical Bulletins published by Sedgwick * 
County Medical Society 329 
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Meeker, Jotham 

—first printer and publisher in aan 
territory 

— founder Ottawa mission 

Meluish, Anna, Ottawa 

Memorial Craftsmen of Kansas, ad- 
dressed by Kirke Mechem 

Menard, Col. Pierre 

Mennonite colony, moved into Barton 
county, note regardil 

Mennonites, credited with introducing 
Turkey Red wheat in Barton county, 424 

Mercer, Joseph, Topeka 

Meridian, Sumner county, state road from 

bette City to 

ae gg ex Shawnee Indians from, 260 

Merril, —-—, map made by ... 5 

Merrimeck yt Mo 

Mershon, Clarence ‘“ 

Merten, Mrs. H. J. and Mrs. W. H. Len- 
nard, note on their history of Morgan- 
ville Methodist Church 42 

Mescalero Apache reservation 

Metcalf, Wilder S., estate of, diaries 
given Historical Society 

— display, witnessed by Donner 


— Burns .... 
— Cimarron . 
— Colby, note on fiftieth” anniversary “of 
founding 
— Coldwater, note on history of 
— Conway Springs, aiatony, of, noted. 
is 


— Garden Plain, note on 
— Goddard : 223 
— Highland township, Clay county, note 
on history of 427 
— Humboldt, seventy-fifth conivenmasy 
celebrated 


tory of . 


=. © City, note on history of . 

— Juniata (South 

— Kanopolis, note on fiftieth anniversary 
celebration 

— Kansas conference, 1856 

—— Sunday School 


219 

— Manhattan 399, 47 

— Marion, sixty-sixth anniversary cele- 
brated 

— missions in Kansas established by in” 
1830 

— Morganville, note on history of 

—Norcatur, fiftieth anniversary 
celebrated 

— Osage Cty, sixty-fifth anniversary 
home-coming, note on 

— Potwin, founded fifty years ago 2 

— Riley county, held quarterly meeting 
in grove 

— Sedgwick, date incorporated 

— Shawnee Indian school planned 

— Solomon 

— Syracuse, fiftieth anniversary ... 

— Thayer, note on history of 

— Washington, note on histories of .... 

— Wichita (Grace) 

Mexican War, mentioned 

Mexicans, name for Arkansas river .... 

Mexico, German-Russians migrate to 
Russell from 
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cal magazine 326, 421, 427 
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Miege, Rt. Rev. John Baptist, S. J., note 
regarding correspondence of 
Military road 
— Fort Leavenworth 42 
—-—to Fort Riley 150, 320, 324 
Militia, Kansas, Border Ruffians enrolled 
in 169, 202 
—— law concerning amended 206 
— Missouri state, ordered out during 
Missouri Pacific railroad strike 
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Miller, H. C., Horton’s first postmaster, 128 
Miller, J. M 108 
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a ~ ar editor and founder, Kansas" 


ee te de ae a aa $21, 382 
Millikan, Martie 58 


Mills, at Topeka and Lawrence 

Mine inspection, enactment of law pro- 
viding for 

Mine ae eee, annual visits required to 


Mineral hills, mentioned by "McCoy. ee 

Miners, Osage county strikers, time inop- 
portune for 

— wages of, law requiring monthly pay- 
ments 


=. Lempeeeer hes of, men- 


history 
Minnea malig neler” Way 
Minneola, most famous ghost town ol 


sas 
Minnich, J. Hont, ferry operator joe 
Minnie Belle, steamboat, makes two trips 
to Manhattan in 1859 8 
Mirage, in western Kansas, mentioned . 
Miry DeSein river. See Marais des 
Cygnes river. 
Miry Swan river. 
Cygnes. 
Mississippi river 23, 229, 233, 267 
— removal of Indians to. west of 2 
— valley of, railroad surveys in 4 
Mississippi Valley Historical Association, = 


See Marais des 


Missouri 
— compromises, mentioned. .... 117, 119, 120 
a —— to be restricted to regions 


of 
ee 8. Marmaduke governor of 
— southwestern, Texas cattle driven to 
after close of Civil War : 
—state militia, ordered out during Mis- 
ouri Pacific Railroad strike 
Missouri Historical 
Missouri hotel, St. Louis 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway. .40, 
Missouri Pacific Railroad Co. 40, 44, 45, 202 
— built to Hoisington 424 
—H. M. Hoxie vice-president 
— officials of, notify city of Parsons that 
strikers were in possession of company 
pro 
— strikes 
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Missouri Pacific Railroad Co., strikes, 
freight train wrecked by strikers 
traced to Knights of Labor 

—— governors of Kansas and Mi 
invoked as mediators 

—— March, 1885, history of 

—-— Parsons situation...... 

—— public sentiment with strikers 

—-— strikers refuse paychecks, ignore 
notice of discharge and maintain 
perfect police system during per- 
lod of 

— — troops asked for, to preserve order, 201 

— Wichita depot of 185 

Missouri river 21, 23, 57,67, 68 
70, 223, 233, 235, 243, 261, 264, 274; 321 

336, 342, 354-356, 366, 378, 415 

— discomforts of ‘steamboat travel on, 

during low water 
—J. H. Lucas, a steamboat on.... 
— “Kansas Emigrants Song’”’ taboo on. 
— method of getting over sandbars. 
Missourians, circulating reports to dis- 
courage Northern immigration to 
Kansas 

— going to Lawrence to vote 

— search trunks and boxes of freight Ny 
Kansans for Sharp’s ri 

Mitchell county, note on Arthur Sellick’s 
reminiscences 109 

Moberly, Mo., reduction of force in Wa- 

bash shops at 

Moccasins, deerskin 

Mochilas, Pony Express riders carried 

valuables in 

M in, Noel. See Mongrain, Noel. 

Molasses, price in 1859 

Mollie Dozier, steamboat on Missouri 

river 

Money, scarcity of 

Money creek 

Mongrain, Noel, 

exploring party 
247, 248, 252, 254, 257, 260 

— described by McCoy 

—half Osage, age of .. 

— interpreter 

Monitor-Press, Wellington 

Montezuma a © founded as Chief .... 

Montgomery, Jam 


6 
Montgomery, — publisher of Junction 
42 


City Union 
Montgomery, Robert, letters to Isaac Mc- 
y, containing particulars regarding 
treaty with Pottawatomies 183- 136 
— teacher at McCoy’s mission school. . 
Montgomery county, Mo 
Monument, to Alfred and Fred Gould, 
who perished during blizzard of 1886, = 
— Trading Post 
Moonlieht. Thomas 
— nominated for governor by Demo- 
SE GE accvecuccncanee sus 203, 204 
Moore, Bert, of Winfield 
— statements regarding Shoo Fly and 
Ponca trails 
Moore, Ed. G. 
Moore, Jim, Pony Express rider 
Moore, Russell, Wichita 
Morehouse, Geo. P., Topeka 
Morgan, William Y., lieutenant governor, 
Morganville, First Methodist Church, 
fiftieth anniversary of 
Murmon war, Gen. Albert Sidney Johns- 
ton leads army to Utah to quell 
SID 06 dine cacn ah duly omioadouee 181 
Morrill, Edmund N. governor, Tom 
McNeal’s recollections of 
Morrison, S. E., mentioned 
Morrison, T. F., Chanute 





Morse, Mrs. Emma Wattles 

Morton, H. B., ferry incorporator 

Morton County Farmer, Rolla 

Beeeme, BE. Bi Cu cccccccccccscecscs 213 

Mo-she-no, French Pottawatomie, foot- 
note concerning 

Mosier, Burr, member ferry com:.any ...- 

Moss, Thomas 8., ferry incorporator ... 

Mott, F. O. 

Mound, artificial, discovered by McCoy 
on summit of high hill 

—at commencement of survey of Dele- 
ware outlet 

Mounds, erected on Delaware lands, a 
mark reservation boundaries .. 

Mudge, Mrs. J. B. 

Municipal bands, note regarding 
urdock, Mrs. F. L., director 

Murdock, Marshall M. 

— poem “The Nile of America,” 
mentioned 

Murdock, Victor 

326-328, 331, 340, 421, 424, 426, 

— recollections of S. L. Dunkin, regard- 
ing Wichita ferry, recorded by 

a John, bridge and ferry incorpor- - 


ated b 
Muscotah 
— note on history of 
Muscovy company voyage, of 1553 
Myers, Mr. 
Myers, W. 


Nach-uch-u-te-be river, present Dela- 
ware river 

Naismith, Dr. James A., game of basket- 
ball invented by 2 

Naomi Rebekah Lodge No. 61, Minne- 
apolis, note on history of 111 

Naoquah Kozhuk, Ottawa Indian, ac- 
companied McCoy on exploring tour. - 

Napawalla, Oxford first known as...... 

Napoleon, Ark. 

Narragansett Times 

Nation, Carrie 

— note on saloon-smashing crusade of.. 32 

National Bank of Topeka 

National Tribune, Washington, D. C.. 

National Youth Administration, local 
project operating under sponsorship of 
Kansas State Historical Society .... 224 

Natoma, note on early history of....... 213 

Navajo reservation 

Nealley, Mr. —— 

Negroes, first colored family in Emporia, 
note on 

Nelson, C. A., director Lindsborg His- 
torical Society 

Nelson, Carol Jean 

Nemaha, meaning of word in Otoe 
language 

Neosho river 

— McCoy searches for 

— Osages living on 

Neosho Valley Register, Burlington 

Neptawa 

Nesh -cosh-cosh-che-ba, or Swallow river, 
present Delaware 0 

Ness County Historical Society, officers of, 112 

Nevins, Allen 119 

Nevins, F. J. 

New ane, second party to Kansas 


fro: 

New England Farmer 

New Hampshire Historical Society 

New Malden community, Atchison county, 
notes on early-day history of... 108, 429 
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New Mexico, Jesse Chisholm drives 
cattle to 


7 
— John 8. Chisum large cattle owner of, me 


New York Evangelist 

New York Express 

New York Observer, cited 

New York etme, Chisholm cattle trail 
escri 


mi REPT Kaw name for Great 
Spirit spring 

Newport, Mrs. Leigh, ag Hodgeman 
County Historical Societ 432 

Newspaper, first cstabliched. in Protec- 
tion 

News-Republic, Goodland 

Newton, end of cattle trail at 

— period as a cattle town 

— Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
golden jubilee of 

Newton Journal 21 

Niagara Falls, N. Y., suspension bridge. 144 

Nickell, Joe, of Topeka Capital 327 

— date ve hope settlers’ meeting 


Niles 1 Berrien county, Mich., Carey 
mission established near 

Niles’ Register, quoted 

Ninnescah, ferry at 

Ninnescah’ Ferry Company, chartered. 

Ninnescah river 

Nishcoba, or Deep Water creek, present 
Chapman creek 

Nodewa river 

Noonday, Indian accompanying ~—s. 
on exploring to’ 

Norcatur Dispatch 

Norcatur Methodist Episcopal Church, 
fiftieth anniversary celebrated 

Norman, Harry, of New York World. 

Norris, Mrs. George, Arkansas City. 

North Canadian river 

— Beaver county, Okla. 

— Chisholm and Mead join in trading 
venture to 

Norton, G. H., ferry incorporator 

Notino, Oltews Indian 

we © 


Oil fet center, Yoder now an. 

Oil wells, Kansas, first acid treatment ‘of, 106 

O- a me Kaw name, meaning stranger, 351 

Oklah: 6, 23, 26 

— Chisholm trail being marked by 14 

— surveys for railroads through territory 
included in 
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Oklahoma State Highway Commission. . 

Olathe Mirror 

Old Pawnee Village, on Roy’ s creek 

Old-Time Trail Drivers’ Association, 
annual meeting at San Antonio 

Oliver, Hannah P., Lawrence 

Olmuts, Barton county, note on history 


Olson, Henry, director Lindsborg 
ON EOS ee 

Olson, Nels 

Omaha Indians .. 

Onaga Herald 21 

Oneida Christian Church, fifty-fifth anni- | 
versary celebrated 

O’Neil, Ralph T., Topeka 

Opothleyahola, sought refuge in Kansas. 

Order of Eastern Star, Osborne, note on 
history of 325 

Oregon, Marcus Whitman missionary to. 

Oregon question 117, 

Oregon trail 

— article regarding grave of Sarah Keyes 
on, by Wm. E. Smit 

— graves along the, note regarding 

Oregon Trail Memorial Association, cen- 
tenary celebration 

Osage, Kaw Indian pronunciation of... . 261 

Osage City 

— coal mine strike 

— Methodist Episcopal Church, sixty- 
sixth anniversary home coming 

— miners delegate convention met at 
Burlingame 

Osage City Free Press 

Osage County Democrat, sag. mae 

94, 205 
Osage Indian, accompanying McCoy’s ex- 
ploring party, description of...... 2 

— — desertion of 

Osage Indians ... 247, 253, 255, 265, 275, 351 

— country west of Missouri purchased 
from 

— mother and child described.......... 246 

— residing on Neosho river 

—woman of, visits McCoy’s camp to 


Osage mission, note regarding history of. 
Osage reservation ..........0.2..s000- * 240 


251, 254, 257, 258, 260, 264, 265 
— Missouri, Grand Auglaize a branch of, 242 
Osage trail 
Osawatomie, battle of 
Osawkee 


for 
— steps for establishing bridge at 
on toll bridge constructed at 


— fire department of, organized in 1888, 329 
— new bridge, dam and lake completed 
at 


eben i eoeaty, first election in Corinth 
townsh iP 213 

— log stockade, for protection against In- 
dians, built in early 1870’s 

— note regarding historic spots in 

— organized in 1871 

Osborne County Farmer, Osborne 


Osborne County Farmers’ Union, note on 
organization of 

Osborne Journal, consolidation of Alton 
Empire with 

Otero county, Colo. 

Otis, M 
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Otoe Indians 8538, 368, 378 
Ottawa 59 
—a post office in 1864 

— Asa S. Lathrop first mayor 

— library, Reading Club nucleus of. 

—note on early history of 

—noted for Chautauqua 

—school district formed November, 


1864 
Ottawa Herald, seventieth anniversary 
edition of 
Ottawa Indians 
140, 240, 265, 266, 268 
—accompany Isaac McCoy on ex- 
ploring expedition 
— blacksmith and teachers for 
— demands of, at treaty of 1821 
—on Grand river 
— speak same language as Pottawatomies 
with trifling variations 139 
Ottawa Reading Club, nucleus of library, 334 
Ottawa University 833 
Otters 
Sentend Stage to California, Frank A. 
Root, author 
Overland staging, out of Atchison 
Overland trails, old, note on 
—three met at Kennekuk 
Overmyer, David, of Shawnee county. 
Owen, Mrs. E. M., president Douglas 


County Historical Society 
ens, —-—, member legislature 1857- 


Oxford, known locally as Big Cotton- 
wood crossing 

—named for Osage Chief 

—new concrete bridge near, dedicated. 

— pontoon bridge at 

— settled in 1870 

— Sumner count 

Oxford Bridge and Ferry Co., organiza- 
tion of 18 

Oxford Ferry ie, organization of 

Oxford Independen 

Oxford Weekly 


Pacific railroad 
ck horses 
Packers, hired for exploring tour, de- 
scribed by McCoy as “poor sticks’’.. 
Packmen, with McCoy’s exploring tour. . 
Paddock, Gaius, Madison county, IIl.. 
a sa nation 


ieee ’s "iene, Lawrence, menu at 
Pa. eontology, Joseph Savage a pioneer 
explorer of, in Kansas 278 
Palmer, Rev. Albert 317, 383 
Palmer, Ernest, member ferry company. . 184 
Panee, Panie, ‘Pawnee river, See Re- 
publican river. 
Panees (Pawnees), war parties of 
Pa-ne-ne-tah or Pawnee river 
Paola 
— Pleasant Hour Club, sixtieth anniver- 
sary of, observed 
Parham, Ww. M., note regarding Phil- 
lips county history, discussed by 
Parke, Benjamin, Indiana territorial 
judge 
— temporary Indian agent following 
death of Thomas Posey 
Parker, Effie 
Parkerville, note on history of 
Parr, Jacob, ferry at Denton’s ford 
operated by 
Parrish, Paul R. 








Parrish, T. L., vice-president Kansas 
History Teachers’ Association 
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Cod 


83, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 
— Law and Order League formed at.... 
— Missouri Pacific strikes at... 196, 198, 199 
— troops asked for 
Parsons Daily Eclipse 
Parsons Daily Sun, cited 


Patrick, Col. 

Patrick, Mrs. “Mae C., 

Pattee, Mr. — — 

Patterson, J. M., ferry incorporator 
Paul, Prince of Wurttemburg 

Paulen, Ben 8., elected governor 
Paulson, Mr. — 

Pawnee agency 

Pawnee county 

— first wheel made in county in 1881... 
Pawnee County Historical Society... 
Pawnee Indians 55, ee 
$55, 357-359, 361, 363 

— depredations of ........60ceeeeeenee 3 
— described 

— John Dougherty agent for.......... ’ 
— Kansas Indians steal horses from... . 35 
— lands of 8 
— McCoy’s efforts to conciliate 

— republic, old village of 

— towns of, mentioned 

Pawnee river 

— Republican also known as..........- 36 
Pawnee Rock 

— vicinity of, mentioned 4 
Paxico, note on early history of old town 22: 
Payne, Robert, St. Louis, Mo........... 27 
Peach trees 

Pearce, W. C., Garden City 

Pearson, Benjamin Se $ 
Pechowkee, Delaware chief Seer 


Pennsylvania colony, note on 
Perdue, Rosa } 
Perrin, Geo. H., road commissioner 
erry, —-—, Shawnee Indian 
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— John C. Bailey's ferry located near. . 
— license for pontoon bridge issued 
— McKinney's ferry at . 
Pershing, Gen. John J., Gen. James G. 
ee, chief of staff dur ing World 


coal mine strike at. a 
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Phillips, Paul C. 
Phillips, Wm 
Phillips county 
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Pigeons, wild 
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Pike, Zebulon M., monument to, blown 
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Pittsburg Sun 

Place, Harold C. 
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Playter, Franklin 

Pleasant Hour Club, Paola, sixtieth an- 
niversary of, observ 

Plum trees 

Plumb, Preston B. 

—elected U. S. senator 

— ferry incorporator 

— positions held by 

Plums, wild 
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Political revolution, in Kansas in 1890. 
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Ponca Indians 
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Pony Express 
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Historical Society 6 
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sas missionary 
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— uprising of 
Thomas, death mentioned 
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Pottawatomie creek, massacre of Pro- 
slavery settlers at crossing of 
Pottawatomie Indians 
230, 240, 265- 268 
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250, 316, 364, 366, 369- 371 
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Prairies, described 
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Railroads, Atchison, note on history of . 

— getting into Wichita, note on 

Rails 

Rain, Silas, ferry incorporator : 
Rain storm, on banks of Big Blue river, 209 
Rainey, George, pioneer of Oklahoma. 
Randolf, Mr. — — 

Randolph, John, coined phrase ‘‘Dough 
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Raynesford, H. C., Elli 
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